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MIPT1 FUTURE OF HONG KONG: REPLY TO THE PRIME nINISTER'S LETTER

TEXT READS AS FOLLOWS:

TO HER EXCELLENCY MRS MARGARET THATCHER.

RESPECTED PRIME MINISTER:

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER GF 10 MARCH 1983. IT RE%t:DED !-I.E OF

THE MEY„ORABLEDAYS WHEN YOU VASVTED CHINA IA SEPTEM8ER 1982,

AT wHICH TIME CHAIRMAN DENG XIAOPAtIS AND I! SEP
ARATELY HELD

PLEASANT MEETINGS WITH YOU 1-N PEKING. APART FR
OM OTHER QUESTIONS,

vtE CONCENTRATED ON AN IA—DEPTH r;iscusa;ON CF T
HE QUESTION OF HONG

KONG iN A FR-IENDLY AND FRANK ATMOSPHERE.

2. YOU VAL RECALL THAT AT THAT TIME CHAIRMAN DENG X1A0P1NS

AND SET OUT 114 DETAIL THE CONSISTENT STAND OF OUR 
GOVERVENT


NAMELY THAT THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA (-INCLUDINGHONG KONG

ISLAND, KOWLOON IND THE NEW TERRITORIES) HAS A
LWAYS BEEN

CHINESE TERRITORY. I1T MS INDUBITABLE THAT C3I14A HAS PIHERENT

SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ENTIE HONG KONG AREA. DUR-NG OUR TALCS,

ALSO TOir, YOU FORMALL THAT THE TIME WAS NOW RIPE TO SOLVE

THE HONG KONG DUESTIGN, THAT CH.INA WOULD RECOV
ER SOVEREIGNTY

OVER THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA NO LATER THAN 1
997 AND THAT THIS

WOULD MEAN THE RESTORATION OF THE EXERCISE
OF THAT SOVERE1GNTY

OVER THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA. 1. ALSO MADE CLEAR TO YOU THAT THE

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF THE C'H-INESE GOVERNMEN
T FOR THE SETTLE—

MENT OF THE HONG KONG QUESTION wAS TO RECOVER 
SOVEREIGNTY WHILE

MAIATki,N1NG PROSPER+TY AND THAT THE TWO WERE A
NDIMASI,DIE. ONCE

THE PREMISE OF THE RECOVERY OF SOVERE1.GNTY WAS SETTLED, CHIII
A AND
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COULD TNC.,-.NTI%,..!E TO EY.PLW-,E TreE ,7-;E_STiON OF HOw TO

THE pi:DSPERITY AND STA31L11-': GF hUC K`S.

ADOVE STAN:, WE :, 0;- EED MiAT DoTH SIDES SHODLD CoNDuCT TALKS

TiiROuGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS I TH THE COmMON Alm oF mAANTAIN—




iv; THE PROSPERiTY AND STABILITY OF HONG KONG.

REGRETTABLY, AFTER rORE THAN SIX ONTHS AND StVERAL

CONTACTS BET4EP4 THE CHINESE AND DPITIEH REPRERENTATIVES

NO REAL PROGRESS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED. YOUR EXCELLENCY KNOOS vERy wEIL

wHERE LIES THE NuB OF THE PROBLEM. mAKING CLEAR CHINESE

SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ENTIRE HONG KONG AREA IS THE PREMISE

AND BASIS FOR FuRTHER TALKS.

At HAvE CAREFULLY READ AND STUDIED YOUR LETTER. IN AT YOu sAy

THAT YOU ATTACH THE HiOHEST iMPORTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT oF

SiNO—BRKISH RELATIONS AND YOU EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THROUGH

SINO-3RITISH COOPERATION THE HONG KONG QUESTION MAY BE SETTLED

AT AN EARLY DATE. I; AGREE wITH THAT. ,A ALSO NOTE THAT IN YOUR


LETTER YCu HAVE GIVEN AN ASSURANCE THAT YOU ARE PREPARED AT

A CERTAIN STAGE TO RECOmMEND TO PARLIAMENT THAT SOVEREIGNTY OVER

THE ENTARE HONG KONG AREA SHOULD REVERT TO CHINA. THE CHINESE

GOvERNmENT AGREES TO HOLD FORMAL TALKS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,

.*:I.TH THE COtIMOU AAM OF MAINTAINING THE PROSPERITY AND

STASALITY OF HONG KONG:, AND THAT WE SHOULD START SUBSTANTIVE

DISCUSSIONS Oh THE FORM OF TRANSFERENCE OF SOVEREAGNTH AS

wELL As oN THE RELATED QUESTIONS OF HOw CHINA AND BRITAIN CAN

COOPERATE DURING THE TRANSITIONAL PERICS BETWEEN NOW AND 197

AND AFTER 1997.

CHINA AND BR1TAAN ARE FRIENDLY COUNTRIES wHACH ENJOY GooD

RELATIONS. THE HONG KONG QUESTION AS AN ISSUE BETwEEN CHANA AND

BRITAIN LEFT OVER 3y KASTORY AND A BELIEVE THAT 17 MUST AND

CAN 3E RESOLVED THROUGH BILATERAL DISCUSSION OET'iEEN THE CHINESE

AND BRATA5H GOVERNMENTS. SETTLEMENT OF THE HONG KONG QUESTION

COULD NOT ONLY ERASE THE RISTORICAL TRAUMA BUT COULD ALSO GIVE

A TREMENDOUS AMPETUS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR TWO COUNTRIES'

EXISTING GOOD RELATIONS. THPS WOULD NOT ONLY BE rN CHINA'S

INTEREST BUT ALSO AN BRITXIN'S •NTEREST. OF COURSE THERE STILL

EXIST DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CHINA AND BRITkiN ON CERTAIN ISSUES

OF PRINCIPLE. BUT SPEAKANG FOR THE CHANESE GOVERNENT,

A ARDENTLY HOPE THAT THROUGH THE COmmON EFFORTS CF BOTH SADES

THESE DIFFERENCES MAY AN THE ENO SE GRADUALLY NARROWED, LEADING

TO SmOOTH PROGRESS AN THE TALKS AND A SATASFACTORY SETTLEMENT OF

THE HONG KONG QUESTION.

UN TH.I5 SPAPI,T I, PROPOSE THAT CHINESE AND BRATUSH REPRESEN—

TATJvES SHOULD CONTINUE TO mEET PEKING TO NSCuSS THE AGENDA


FOR THE TALKS, THE COMPOSHTION OF DELEGATIONS AND OTHER RELATED

QUESTIONS AN PREpARATION FCR AN EARLY START OF SUBSTANTIVE

NEGOTAATIONS.

PREMIER OF THE STATE COUNCIL OF THE PEOPLE'S

REPUBLIC OF CHINA ZHAO ZIYANG

25 APRIL 1983 PEKING

CRADoCK


