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is Government, like all post-war Governments, has provided
defence of this nation along lines which have been supporte

Conservative Governments and Labour Governments

ursue policy of collective security thro

North Atlantic Alliance

recognised the need ] to back its conventional

forces with a nuclear




lifetim

uld then defend ourselves against

nuclear blackmail conventional defences without

3
they should be rejected a

lies another issue.

Labour's policy would be to destroy over 400,000

Armed Forces, the Civil Service and British industry.

no extravagant or ntiated claims. My calculatio

the facts.

,400M on i e

1

to reduce that
r European Allies.

West Germany and Italy.

specti y of their GDP on defence.




this would be devastatin

provision for the Royal Navy last year was ~ So even

if Labour

of the whole Royal Navy they would sti looking for

savings.

hey talk as though these huge savings could be found by cuts in
on nuclear forces. But if I illustrate these costs

our existing defence programme, the irresponsibi

's policy is evident:

the cost of our existing nuclear strategic force in

1982/83 was £327M

he average annual cost of the procurement of the Trident
about £400M. But expenditure doesn't reach this
level until much later in the decade. And even when
expenditure is at its pezk, Trident is not expected to

absorb more than some 5% of the defence budget.

other programmes would not yield the savings we are talking

half would save socme £750M

RAF's general

1350M.




lr Party were to pursue this reckless

then have to

women in our Armed Services, and
vees work alongside them in support
in the Dockyards, and 19,000 in
Roval Ordnance factories, for example). 1981/82 defence eguipment
spending sustained over 240,000 jobs directly in the British defence
and nearly 200,000 more indirectly in British industry as
Another 160,000 jobs arose from spending on items such as
fuel and construction. That makes & total of about 600,000
itish industry - to say nothing of the extra 150,000 jobs

sustained by defence sales overseas, which Labour would also decimate.

The grand total of jobs linked to ocur defence effort is thus

1,300,000. A cut in the defence budget of some 31% plus Labour's

attack on defence sales could destroy over 400,000 jobs.

But you do not have to take my word for this. In 1981 the then
'nmor John, the MP for Pontypridd - said

ursued its anti-nuclear, anti-defence
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"If you carry out your policy to reduce

budget by one third, what is going to happen

will be impressed by the official
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Labour Government will plan to ensure that savings in

expenditure do not lead to unemployment for those werking

industries. We shall give material support and
\+ to plans for industrial conversion soO that the valuable

resources of the defence industries can be used for the producticn

of useful goods."

that their policies will

to believe that a Labour




ccernacive

You will

unemployment.
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1,280,700
2,792,000
261,500
600, 700
1,306,100
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So you can see that you are on a two-way loser

Labour. Defenceless and Jjobless.

The Conservative Party




