PRIME MINISTER

EXOCETS

D/Trade tell me that a number of newspapers, but notably the D/Mail,
have been trying to fault your press conference exposition today of the

UK contribution to Exocet missiles.

Aerospatiale, Plessey and an unnamed trade expert have been lending

credence to the idea that you got it all wrong.

David Woods, D/Trade Press Office, tells me they have informed

journalists that you were substan ially correct in your exposition,

though some of your words have been strictly accurate.

You referred to the "firi mecahnism'". D/Trade are referring to

a Naval display system which if part of the figgjgg;dance control system.

e

The difference appears olly pedantic, and that is the flavour of

Government guidance.
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