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On rellnqu1sh1ng my premlershlp I would 11ke to express my most

Dear Prime Minister,

sincere thanks for the openness you have shown on every occasion we met.

I have particularly good memories of my visit to London and of
the conversations we had then, and how our exchange of views did contribute to
a greater rapprochement between our two countries and a deeper understanding

of the problems that our nations have to face together.

In the two and a half years I led the Portuguese Government ik
was possible, with the political will of all concerned to make significant
progress along the path that I feel sure will take Portugal to

of the European Communities.

However, it 1s still necessary (e some her steps of great
importance, and for that purpose my country is | '.g ) be able to depend on

the valuable help and determination of

.

The Portuguese Govermment, although very much concerned, for the
past two years, in definitively consolidating Democracy while facing a grave
economic crisis, was nevertheless always actively interested in what was

happening abroad.

As a matter of fact those circumstances did not prevent us from
trying to give our positive contribution to create in Europe and in the World
a political climate conducive to dialogue and to the necessary reforms for the
progress and development of international relations in a framework of peace

and mutual respect.

As, in order to attain such a goal, I consider more important
than any ideology, the interest and commitment of all who have responsibilities
in moulding, guiding and achieving economic and social policies, I shall

continue to give my active co-operation, but now only on a personal basis and




as President of the "Instituto Progresso Social e Democracia' an organisation

closely linked with my own Party.

Please accept, dear Prime Minister, my most respectful

compliments,

s) Francisco Pinto Balsemao

Prime Minister.
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No momento em que deixo as minhas funcoes de Primeiro-Ministro,
desejo manifestar o meu muito sincero agradecimento pelo esp

grande abertura que sempre encontrei em Vossa Exce

conjunto.

Durante os dois anos e meio em que chefiei o Governo Portugues
foi possivel, com a vontade politica de todos, fazer progressos
significativos no caminho que, estou certo, conduzira Portugal
a membro de pleno direito das Comunidades Europeias.

E, no entanto, necessario dar ainda alguns passos de grande im-
portancia, para o que o meu pais continua a esperar poder con-
tar com o valioso apoio e o empenho determinado do Governo de

Vossa Excelencia.

0 Governo Portugues, ainda que empenhado, nestes ultimos dois
anos, em consolidar de forma decisiva a Democracia, e tendo de
enfrentar uma grave crise economica, nao deixou de se interes-

sar activamente com o que se passava alem-fronteiras.
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Na verdade, aquele circunstancialismo nao nos impediu de tentar
contribuir de forma positiva para a instauracao na Europa e no
Mundo de um clima de dialogo, e para o lancamento das reformas
necessarias ao progresso e ao desenvolvimento das relagoes inter

nacionais, numa atmosfera de Paz e de respeito mutuo.

Como para tal fim considero mais importante do que as ideologias,

interesse e o empenhamento de todos os que detem responsabili-

o
dades na formacao, orientacao e concretizacao de accoes de poli-

e social, continuarei a emprestar a minha activa

minha capacidade pessoal, bem como

FRANCISCO PINTO BALSEMAO

Primeiro-Ministro

A Sua Excelencia

a Senhora Margaret Thatcher
Primeiro-Ministro da
GRA-BRETANHA




