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Dear Prime Minister,

On relinquishing my premiership I would like to express my most

sincere thanks for the openness you have shown on every occasion we met.

I have particularly good memories of my visit to London and of

the conversations we had then, and how our exchange of views did contribute to

a greater rapprochement between our two countries and a deeper understanding

of thc problems that our nations have to face together.

In the two and a half veers i led the Portuguese Government it

with the political concerned to mahc si-nificant

procress alon;. oath tnat I feel sure v _


umocea:e communities.

IlD",:eVel. it is still necessarytake some:- othe,-

tnat purpose

and determination of covcrnment

The Portuguese Governme though cero :ch concerned, for the

past two years, in definitively consclidating Democracy while facing a grave

economic crisis, was nevertheless always actively interested in what was

happening abroad.

As a matter of fact those circumstances did not prevent us from

trying to give our positive contribution to create in Europe and in the v:orld

a political climate conducive to dialogue and to the necessary reforms for tne

progress and development of international relations in a framework of peace

and mutual respect.

As, in order to attain such a goal, I consider more important

than any ideology, the interest and commitment of all who have responsibilit es

in moulding, guiding and achieving economic and social policies, I shall

continue to give my active co-operation, but now only on a personal basis



as President of the "Instituto Progresso Social e Democracia" an oranisation

closely linked with my own Party.

Please accept, dear Prime Minister, my most respectful

compliments,

s) Francisco Pinto Balsem-a'o

Prime Minister.
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Lisboa, 8 de Junho de 1983

7,onento em que deixo as minhas dunç8es de Primeiro-Ministro,

desejc 7,anifestar o neu nuto sincero aqrad -inr-nto pelo osuri

rande abertu a que seTpre encontrei Vossa ExcelEncia.

Recc cc, co:-cu;

-

itaL

CO;UntC.

Durante os dois anos e meio er7- cue - efiei c Gove,no Portugu"Js

foi possivel, com a vontade politica de todos, fazer progressos

significativos no caminho que, estou certo, conduzir8 Portugal

a nembro de pleno direito das Co7,unidades Europeias.

E, no entanto, necessa-rio dar ainda alcuns passos de crande i

porta--ncia, pare o que o meu pais continua a esperar poder con-

tar Con o valioso apoio e o enpenho determinado do Goverro de

Vossa Excel8ncia.

0 Governo Portugu8s, ainda que empenhado, nestes Gi ti os dois

anos, en consolidar de forma decisive a Democracia, e tendo de

enfrentar uma grave crise econ6mica, n'ao deixou de se interes-

sar activanente COM o cue se passava alJ -fronteiras.
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Na verdade, aquele circunstancialismo n-a'o nos impediu de tentar

contribuir de forma positiva para a instauracrao na Europa e no

Mundo de um clima de di51ogo, e para o lancamento das reformas
_ .

necessarlas ao progresso e ao desenvolvimento das relacoes inter

nacionais, numa atmosfera de Paz e de respeito mUtuo.

Como para tal fim considero mais importante do que as ideolooias,

a im eresse e o empenhamento de todos os que detem responsabili-

dades na forr7.ago, orientac;ga e concretizac-a-o de accEes de pal

rca econ5Tica e social, coctinuarei a emprestar a ninha active

colaborac-ao, agora operas r,2 m;nha capacigade cassaci be cono

arr2vj2s ga Presidnr-ia c stItL Progresso .c:a aa-

2rC2 Z2CaC af in do. rI

FRANCISCO PINTO BALSEMAO


Primeiro-Ministro

A Sua Excelencia

a Senhora Margaret Thatcher

Primeiro-Ministro da

GRA-BRETANHA


