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THE QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT 

WEDNESDAY, 22 JUNE 1983 


^ LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


^ look forward w i t h g r e a t pleasure t o r e c e i v i n g the President of S r  i Lanka 

0 1 1 a
 State V i s i  t i  n October and t o paying v i s i t  s t o Kenya, Bangladesh and 

India i  n November. I al s o look forward t o being present on the occasion 

°^ the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting i  n New D e l h i i  n November. 


% Government are determined t o s u s t a i n B r i t a i n ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o Western 

^ e ^ e n 
  c e . They w i l  l p l a y an a c t i v e and c o n s t r u c t i v e p a r t i  n the North A t l a n t i c 

A l l • 


AJ.xance. They w i l  l modernise the e x i s t i n g independent nuclear d e t e r r e n t 

V l  " t h the T r i d e n t programme and w i l  l m a i n t a i n adequate co n v e n t i o n a l f o r c e s . 


% Government, i  n c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h the United Kingdom's a l l i e s  , w i l  l work 

V l  g o r o u s l y f o  r balanced and v e r i f i a b l  e measures of arms c o n t r o l . They 

Wrongly support the United States' proposals f o  r r e d u c t i o n s i  n nucle a r 


r
*-°ces. They stand by the NATO d e c i s i o n t o counter e x i s t i n g Soviet systems 

a i l (  l t o b e g i n t h e deployment of c r u i s e and Pershing I  I m i s s i l e s by the end 

°* 1983. The numbers f i n a l l  y deployed w i l  l depend upon the outcome of the 

G e a 
  e v a t a l k s . 


% Government w i l  l work c o n s t r u c t i v e l y f o  r the development of the European 

°tnmunity. They w i l  l c ontinue t o seek a l a s t i n g s o l u t i o n t o the budget 

^r°blem. They w i l  l support n e g o t i a t i o n s f o  r the accession of Spain and 

°rtUgal t o the Community. 


^ Government w i l  l continue f u l l  y t o discharge t h e i  r o b l i g a t i o n s t o the 

e°Ple of the F a l k l a n d I s l a n d s . They r e a f f i r m t h e i  r commitment t o the 

^e°Ple of G i b r a l t a r . They w i l  l continue t a l k s w i t h China on the f u t u r e 

of & 


o n 
  g Kong, w i t h the aim of reaching a s o l u t i o n acceptable t o t h i s 

^ . f  l i 


•••lament, t o China and t o the people of Hong Kong. 
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% Government w i l  l continue t h e i r f u l  l support f o r t h e Commonwealth. 

i n e 
  y w i l  l p l a y an a c t i v e and c o n s t r u c t i v e r o l e a t the United Nations. 

^ f l e  y w i l  l promote increased c o - o p e r a t i o n and t r a d e w i t h developing n a t i o n s . 

•^ey w i l  l m a i n t a i n a s u b s t a n t i a l a i d progE-amme d i r e c t e d e s p e c i a l l y a t the 

Poorer c o u n t r i e s and w i l  l encourage the f l o w of B r i t i s  h p r i v a t e investment. 


% Government w i l  l work i  n close c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h governments of othe r 

°untries and w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t o promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l 


Recovery on a n o n - i n f l a t i o n a r y b a s i s . They w i l  l urge the need t o preserve 

a Q  d s t r e n g t h e n an open w o r l d t r a d i n g system. 


MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


Miniates f o r the P u b l i c Service w i l  l be l a i d before you. 


^ LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


% Government w i l  l pursue p o l i c i e s designed t o increase economic p r o s p e r i t y 

a Q (  i t o reduce unemployment. They w i l  l seek a f u r t h e r r e d u c t i o n i  n i n f l a t i o n  . 


6
 y w i l  l c ontinue t o m a i n t a i n f i r m c o n t r o l o f p u b l i c expenditure and a 

s p o n s i b l e f i n a n c i a l s t r a t e g y based upon sound money and lower p u b l i c 

l o w i n g  . 


% Government w i l  l promote growth i  n output and o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o  r employment 

by pn 


encouraging i n d u s t r y t o be adaptable and e f f i c i e n t  , and t o compete 

o c e s s f u l l y . Continued a t t e n t i o n w i l  l be pa i d t o the development and 


^ P l i c a t i o n o f new technology. The improvement i  n t r a i n i n g w i l  l be su s t a i n e d . 

The 


s p e c i a l employment measures w i l  l continue t o a s s i s t those out of work. 


^ i l  l w i l  l he int r o d u c e d t o give" t r a d e u n i o n members g r e a t e r c o n t r o l over 

t h e i
 r unions. 
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L e  g i s l a  t ion w i l  l be introduced to prepare f o r the i n t r o d u c t i o n of private 

l n a u 
  c e i n t o nationalised i n d u s t r i e s , including B r i t i s  h Telecommunications, 


a Q  d the Royal Ordnance Factories. Provision w i l  l be made f o r the regulation 

°̂  telecommunications and the reform of the Telegraph Acts. 


^ e g i s l a t i o n w i l  l be introduced to reform the organisation of public transport 

i  a
 London. 


^ e g i s l a t i o n w i l  l be brought forward s h o r t l y to restore the major tax 

r e <  L ictions proposed i  n the 1983 Budget but not yet enacted. 


^ Government w i l  l encourage the f u r t h e r development of United Kingdom o i  l 

^
  and introduce l e g i s l a gas resources, t i o n to abolish r o y a l t i e s i  n new 
l e  l d s . The disposal of the B r i t i s  h Gas Corporation's o i  l assets w i l  l be 

C o n i  P leted. 

Government w i l  l pursue p o l i c i e s which sustain our a g r i c u l t u r a l , food 

^ f i s h i n g i n d u s t r i e s . L e g i s l a t i o n w i l  l be introduced to make more farming 


t enancies available i  n England and Wales. 


^ g i a l a t i o n w i l  l be brought forward to provide a selective scheme to curb 

6 s sive rate increases by i n d i v i d u a l l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , and to provide 


general power, to be used i  f necessary, f o r the l i m i t a t i o  n of rate increases 

°*  a H a u t h o r i t i e s . Measures to improve the r a t i n g system w i l  l also be 


U i  d
 before you. 


°Posals w i l  l be prepared f o r the a b o l i t i o n of the Greater London Council 

the Metropolitan County Councils. 


e 8 i s l a t i o n w i l  l be introduced to extend the r i g h t of c e r t a i n public sector 

other tenants to buy t h e i r homes, and to reform the system of b u i l d i n g 


°Qtl,ol i  n England and Wales. 


G 

o vernment w i l  l remain steadfast i  n t h e i r support f o r the services 


maintain law and order. A B i l  l w i l  l he introduced to replace the 

a t i n  g  \ ^ p  n t i o  n of t e r r o r i s m . For England and Wales, l e g i s l a t i o n 
a v o n e r e v e 
  

V l
 l l h 

°e brought forward to modernise the law on police powers and to amend the 

1
 criminal evidence and on police complaints procedures. Proposals w i l  l 


Prepared f o r the establishment of an independent prosection service. 
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Measures w i l  l be brought f o r w a r d t o p r o t e c t personal i n f o r m a t i o n h e l d on 

computers, and t o e s t a b l i s h a cable a u t h o r i t y and provide a framework f o  r 

the development of cable systems. 


A
 B i l  l w i l  l be in t r o d u c e d t o improve f a m i l y law and i t  s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i  n 

England and Wales. 


P * r t h e r a c t i o n w i l  l be taken t o ensure t h a t p a t i e n t s r e c e i v e the best value 

f°r the money spent on the N a t i o n a l H e a l t h S e r v i c e . 


% Government w i l  l pursue p o l i c i e s f o  r improving standards of education 

a a  d widening p a r e n t a l choice and i n f l u e n c e i  n r e l a t i o n t o schools, 

l e g i s l a t i o n w i l  l be i n t r o d u c e d t o enable g r a n t s t o be p a i d t o l o c a l e ducation 

a u t h o r i t i e s i  n England and Wales f o r i n n o v a t i o n s and improvements i  n the 

curriculum. 


H
eaaures r e l a t i n g t o Scotland w i l  l i n c l u d e reforms t o the r a t i n g system 

a i l  d the r e f o r m of t h e law r e l a t i n g t o roads. 


l  a
 Northern I r e l a n d , my Government w i l  l continue t o g i v e the h i g h e s t p r i o r i t  y 

t  o
 upholding law and or d e r . Through the No r t h e r n I r e l a n d Assembly, the 

p e o  P l e of No r t h e r n I r e l a n d w i l  l continue t o be o f f e r e d a framework f o r 

^ t i c i p a t i o  n i  n l o c a l democracy and p o l i t i c a  l progress on the basis of 

b e s p r e a d acceptance throughout t h e community. 


°ther measures w i l  l he l a i d b e f o r e you. 


^ LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS 


 P^y t h a t the b l e s s i n g of Alm i g h t y God may r e s t upon your counsels. 
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