
q$I4,a_ffiS#s Lawson
of ofiddling the books'

By Pat Healy, Social Services Correspondent

Thc Brirish Mcdical Associ-
atiorr lcstcrdal accuscd thc

&ffiti',-il',ilfi ,t\:ff : ifi';t]lt-{rtrolcr' in u"iicging tlratliullrl\ ptaCtrttOnCr sr,r.\i(,(.S
uould orc.rspcnd by €l00nr this
-r-cur'. rnd lhcn rnrposing lhat
riglrrc as a cul tln hcalth
a Lr I lrolit ics.

Dr .lohn Ball. chairnran of thc
B\l { ge ncr;tl nrcdic.al scr.r i\.g5
contntrucc. said: "lf thc Chan_
ccllor' lrad ntoved in and lookcd
at thc books and lbund tlrc
t'Collonlv rrr a drcadf ul slatc and
thcn sard cvcrlonc has lo makc
ru I pt'r' ccnt sa\ Ing. that might
Ilrrc bccn undcr.standablc. But
that is not what hc lras donc.

"l do not scc lhc basis for his
aclion. or thc basis for his
ealculatiotr. rvhich has lcd to
hrrrr ntaking an cxtcrnal and
arbilrar'1 dccision with no idca
rrl' tlrc tlarnlgc hc rrt5 doing to
thc hcalth scrr iec."

Dr tsall's calculalions indi_
catc^lhal any overspcnding bv
thc lantily practitioncr scrviie is
like ly to bc of the same order as
tn the past three years: about 3
to 6 pcr cenl on hudgets drawn.
up b) lhc Deparlmcnr of Hiialrh
Sld Social Sccurirv. using
Ircasuty assunrplrons on in-

. flalron and carnings.

_ Thosc calculations. he said.
havs gcgn consislentlv under-
t'slirnatcd becausc tlrcy u.erc
dravi,n up in advance of pay
lou nd s.

_ "Whcn it happens once. that
rs 

. chancc. Whcn it happens
twice. ir is coincidence. whin ii
happcns three times. that is
cncmv action". he said,

When under-budgeting went
on !car alter year. thcre was no
way that cither the Trcasurv or
thc hcalth dcpartment could bc
surpriscd ifthey were exceeded. l


