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1. FPOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MESSAGE REFERRED TO IN MIPT
BEGINS:
I AM WRITING TO YOU ABOUT THE UNITED NATIONS LAW OF THE
SEA CONVENTION AS I UNDERSTAND THAT YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES
MAY AT SOME TIME IN THE NEAR FUTURE BE GIVING CONSIDERATION
THE POSSIBILITY OF SIGNATURE.
I ENOW THAT YOU ARE ALREADY AWARE OF THE BASIC ARGUMENTS
AGAINST SIGNATURE OF THE CONVENTION AS IT STANDS AT PRESENT
ITS PROVISIONS RELATING TO DEEP SEABED MINING SET UNSATISFACTORY

PRECEDENTS FOR COMPULSORY TRANSFER TO TECHNOLOGY AND LIMITATION
‘D

OF PRODUCTION. THE STRUCTURE PROPOSED THE INTERNATIONAL
SEABED AUTHORITY IS DISPROPORTIONATELY RATE FOR THE NATURE
AND NUMBER OF OPERATIONS IT WOULD OVERSEE I
UNACCEPTABLY HIGH FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
FURTHERMORE, THE POWERS OF THE AUTHORITY
{ EFFICIENT LICENSING BODY
\ EATURES OF CENTRAL PLANNING.

CHARGED BY THE AUTHORITY AND THE OBLIGATION
TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY WO ONSTITUTE
ON THE MINING COMPANIES.
UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HOW THE R
WOULD DISCOURAGE PRIVATE ENT 'ROM INVESTING
EXPENSIVE AND NEW AREA OF DEVELOPMENT THER THE

INDUSTRIALISED NOR THE DEVELOPING NTRIES WOULD BE ABIL
BENEFIT FROM THE POTENTIAL 'FEREI 'HE DEEP SEABED.
WE MAY WELL FIND, WHEN THE AUTHORITY IS SET THAT A
OF ITS MEMBERS ARE HOSTILE T

THE ARGUMENT IS SOMETIMES MADE °




COULD ADVANCE THEIR VIEWS ON THE CONVENTION MORE EFFE
AFTER SIGNATURE. HOWEVER, WHILE WE CONTINUE STRONGLY TO
DEFEND THE RIGHT OF OBSERVERS TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN THE
PREPARATORY COMMISSION, WE BELIEVE THAT IN THE LONG TERM MORE
ACCOUNT WILL BE TAKEN OF OUR OBJECTIONS IF WE MA NTAIN OUR
NON-SIGNATORY STATUS FOR THE TIME BEING. MOREOJLﬁ, THERE ARE
SOME DEFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE REMEDIED BY THE COMMISSION,
HOWEVER WELL IT WORKS. BUT MY FUNDAMENTAL CONCERN REMAINS THAT
SIGNATURE BY THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, FAR FROM
ENCOURAGING IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CONVEN Od, WOULD BE
AN INDICATION THAT THE INDUSTRIALI UNTRIES WER
TO REDUCE THEIR OPPOSITION TO UN
SEABED MINING REGIME.

I THEREFORE URGE THAT EDERAL REPUBLIC SHOULD NOT TAKE
A DECISION IN FAVOUR OF SIGNATUR ? Tl EN )N SO LONG AS
THE DIFFICULTIES OF THE MINING

I WAS GLAD TO HEAR THAT HANS-DIETRICH GENSCHER HAD TOLD
GEOFFREY HOWE RECENTLY THAT NO DECISION ON THIS QU JESTION WOULD
BE TAKEN WITHOUT CONSULTING WITH US FIRST. WE ATTACH
CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE TO WORKING TOGETHER ON THIS ISSUE IF AT
ALL POSSIBLE.

HOWE

LAY OF THE

ADDITIO!

LIMITED =
e UNLOSC

UKD

3:3%3) -
«) SD:) ﬁ) WED MR WRTG ) 1§ AN SINCLA IR

L:”!T ‘L‘DVTA_..\,, . ~\Jill _ 1 Da-v NublAa 8

NEWS DZPT

PS




