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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 5300 Bonn, 5 October 1983
THE FEDERAL CHANCELLOR ‘

Dear colleague,

Your visit on 21 September 1983 gave me great pleasure, and | am delighted
that you took back with you from Germany such positive impressions. | feel
that our exchange of views was, as always, extremely useful and fruitful. At
a time when we in the West must more than ever demonstrate our unity a
short working visit, too, sends out a message that does not fail to have an

effect.

In our conversation at table we discussed the problem of agriculture in
Europe. | feel that the difficulty in reaching agreement in Brussels on this
subject is due largely to the different agricultural structures of the
individual countries. In this context | described to you the situation of

German agriculture. | am now sending you the promised statistics.

Her Excellency
Mrs Margaret Thatcher, M.P.
Prime Minister of the

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

London




Let me point out the following with regard to these statistics: All in all,
about 5 % of the German population are directly engaged in agriculture. This
figure does not of course reflect the relative economic importance of
agriculture since related branches account for over another 10 § of the
working population; the‘ agricultural sector in general therefore provides a

livelihood for over 15 $ of the worki‘ng population.

60 % of all farms over 1 hectare in size are a primary source of income for
the owners, and the remaining 40 % a secondary source. 93 % of all pri-
mary-income farms are smaller than 50 hectares, which underscores the

balanced medium-scale structure of German agriculture.

The same holds true of the data on dairy-farming. Three quarters of the
dairy cattle in the Federal Republic of Germany are to be found on farms
with a herd of between 10 and 49 cows, i.e. the typical farms. "Milk
factories" as such are few and far between. In the Federal Republic of
Germany there are only 408 farms with over 100 dairy cows and only 19 with

over 200.

These figures illustrate our desire for a policy which - on this point we are

agreed - restricts Community spending on agriculture without changing what

we consider to be a socially and economically sound farming system.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) Helmut Kohl




. Dairy Farming Classified. by Herd Size
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* Only figures witnout asterisk are in 1,000s

1) In 1981 the categories were 1 tc 10 and 11 to 14 cows respectively.
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Referat 411
BUNDESKANZLERAMT

Anteil der Erwerbstdtigen in der Bundesrepublik Deutschland,
in der Landwirtschaft und in den der Landwirtschaft vor-

und nachgelagerten Wirtschaftsbereichen - 1983 -

1.000

Landwirtschaft 1250 der Erwei:bst'altige

der Landwirtschaft vor-
und nachgelagerte Wirt-
schaftsbereiche (Sch&dtzung) % der Erwerbstitiger

Summe % der Erwerbstdtiger

Erwerbstdtige insgesamt

Percentage of persons employed in the Federal Republic of Germany

agriculture and in agriculture-related industries (1983)
Figures in 1,000s
O

Agriculture % of all persons employed

Agriculture-related

industries (estimated) 10.7% of all persons employed

Total 3,950 15.7% of all persons employed

Total number of persons employed

25,200




