PASSAGE BY SIR ALFRED SHERMAN

MOST PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY REGRET THE DEEP RIFT BETWEEN
PARTIES WHICH DOES NOT REFLECT CORRESPONDINGLY DEEP DIVISIONS
AMONG PEOPLE BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, IS IN DANGER OF CAUSING
THEM INFLAMING CONFLICTS OF INTEREST WHICH ARISE IN ANY
SOCIETY. How CAN WE TORIES, WHO ARE ALWAYS PRIDING OURSELVES
ON BEING A NATIONAL PARTY, CONTRIBUTE TO MAKING POLITICAL
LIFE LESS CONFLICTIVE? HOW CAN WE RESTORE SOME MEASURE
OF COMMON LANGUAGE IN POLITICS, MUTUAL TOLERANCE AND
ACCOMMODATION?  HOW CAN WE RESTORE THE SENSE THAT OTHER
PARTIES AND PEOPLE WHO DO NOT AGREE WITH US ARE OPPONENTS
AND NOT ENEMIES?

THE WAY NOT TO DO THIS IS TO ADOPT OUR OPPONENTS'
IDEAS AND TERMINOLOGY, FOR THEY ARE THE SEEDBED OF DIVISIVENESS.
THE CULT OF CLASS STRUGGLE IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE SOCIALIST
IDEA OF CLASSES, THE BELIEF THAT PEOPLE ARE FIRST AND
FOREMOST MEMBERS OF A SOCIAL CLASS, AND MUST THEREFORE SHAPE

THEIR POLITICAL ALLEGIANCE AND ACTIONS ACCORDINGLY, A

SECOND MAJOR SOURCE OF POLITICAL CONFLICTIVITY IN OUR SOCIETY
IS THE BELIEF THAT UNLIMITED DEPENDENCE ON AN ALL-POWERFUL
STATE IS DESIRABLE. FOR THIS INVARIABLY LEADS TO THE
EMERGENC?%&MJDIFYING OF EGOISTIC GROUPS SEEKING TO GENERATE
AND EXPLOIT POLITICAL MUSCLE, SO THAT THEY CAN TAKE OUT MORE
AND PUT LESS INTO THE STATE JACKPOT. AN ALL-PERVASIVE STATE

GENERATES COLLECTIVE SELFISHNESSAND CORPORATE EGOISM, BECAUSE
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EGOISM OF A GROUP BECOMES A SURER ROAD TO ACQUISITION THAN
HARD WORK INITIATES OR THE OTHER FREEDOMS AND TALENTS WHICH
CONTRIBUTE TO SOCIAL AND INDIVIDUAL WELLBEING.,

No. We MusT FIND A TORY WAY OF DIALOGUE WITH ELECTORS
AND OTHER PARTIES, BASED ON CONSIDERATION OF ENDS AND
MEANS. LET US FIND AS MUCH COMMON GROUND AS WE CAN WITH
ALL OUR FELLOW CITIZENS ON THE ENDS AND OBJECTIVES WE ALL
SEEK.,  THEN LET US EXAMINE THE MEASURES WHICH HAVE BEEN
UNDERTAKEN DURING THE POST-WAR ERA TO ACHIEVE THESE ENDS.,
LET US ASK WHETHER THESE MEASURES SUCCEEDED IN TERMS OF THEIR
OWN STATED OBJECTIVES. IF THEY FAILED TO ACHIEVE THEIR
OBJECTIVES WE MUST ASK WHY THEY FAILED.  [HEN WE CAN
THINK AFRESH ABOUT THE BEST MEANS OF ACHIEVING THESE
COMMON ENDS. LET US EXAMINE THIS COUNTRY OF OURS QUITE
FRANKLY TO ASK WHAT IS RIGHT WITH IT AND WHAT IS WRONG,
THERE IS A GOOD DEAL WHICH IS WRONG, WE HAVE BEEN IN POWER
FIVE YEARS AND WE HAVE ONLY JUST STARTED DOWN THE ROAD
OF REGENERATION, WE SHALL BE ON THAT ROAD ALL OUR LIVES
AT BEST. EVEN WERE WE TO SUCCEED IN RIGHTING ERRORS SINCE
THE WAR WE SHOULD STILL HAVE MUCH LEEWAY TO MAKE.

I SEE US ENTERING A NEW ERA OF REFORM, COMPARABLE TO

B

THAT WHICH OUR FORBEARS INITIATED DURING THE SECOND HALF

kg

OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY., THIS ENTAILS MUCH MORE THAN

RIGHTING MISTAKES AND ABUSES. IT MEANS POSITIVELY GIVING
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SCOPE FOR THE NEW POTENTIAL GENERATED BY SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS

AND BY OUR BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN SOCIETY’S WORKINGS.
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AT BEST SUCH AN ERA OF REFORM WILL REQUIRE SEVERAL
PARLIAMENTS. BuT BY THEN NEW PROBLEMS AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES
WILL HAVE ARISEN,

THE BRITISH PUBLIC IS READIER THAN EVER TO ACCEPT OUR
MESSAGE. WE ARE A PRACTICAL NATION, We Ask: DOES IT
WORK IN PRACTICE? IF NOT, wHY NOT?  IDEAS, DOCTRINES,
THEORIES, ALL WELL AND GOOD, BUT TO ILLUMINATE REALITY
NOT TO SUBSTITUTE FOR IT, AND IDEAS HAVE TO ACCORD NOT ONLY
WITH REALITIES BUT ALSO WITH OUR FEELINGS AND BELIEFS,

WHAT BURKE WOULD HAVE CALLED PREJUDICES. AND I BELIEVE

MORE
WE ARE NOW9IN TUNE WITH THE BRITISH PEOPLE THAN EVER BEFORE

WITH THEIR BELIEFS AND FEELINGS BECAUSE WE ARE TRUE TO
OURSELVES.,

AFTER 35 YEARS, SOCIALISM IS ON THE WAME.  BuT THIS
MUST NOT MEAN ANY RELENTING IN OUR QUEST TO INCREASE THE
SUM OF HUMAN HAPPINESS, TO ALLEVIATE THE TRAGEDY INHERENT
IN THE HUMAN CONDITION, AND TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR ALL
PEOPLE TO GIVE ALL THEIR BEST,
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