» ,v\;iiﬁ'

l‘i)’ L0 A o \ \i!
ZCZCWAGQO85
TQ00 WTE24

DE WTE £8192 2971819

0 2418477 OCT 83

FM THE WHITE HOUSE

TO THE CABINET OFF!ICE

ZEM

S ECRE T VIA CABINET OFFCE CHANNELS WH0O8192
OCTOBER 24, 1983

DEAR MARGARET,

'l+ HAVE FOLLOWED CLOSELY THE POL/ITHCAL TURMOIL N
GRENADA ¢IN RECENT DAYS. I+ KNOW THAT YOU SHARE MY CONCERN
FOR THE «IMPACT WHICH THE KilLL/ING OF THE LEADERSHIP THERE HAS
HAD ON OUR FR{LENDS (N THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE, PART:CULARLY
ON THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS OF THE ENGL:ISH-SPEAK:ING CAR:«I BBEAN
STATES. THE PROSPECT THAT THE BLOOD-STA/NED GROUP WHO APPEAR
TO BE THE ONLY AUTHORITY ON THE ‘I'SLAND COULD PERPETUATE THEWR
POWER ALSO RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF
GRENADA THEMSELVES, AS WELL AS OUR OWN NATIONALS RES'IDENT THERE.

THE MEMBERS OF THE ORGAN:WZAT:ION OF EASTERN CAR/HBBEAN
STATES (OECS) HAVE RAINSED SiMILAR CONCERNS WHIICH ARE, OF COURSE,
MAGN:IFIIED BY THEMR PROXIMITY TO AND L/WMITED ABILITY TO DEFEND
THEMSELVES AGAINST THE THREAT WHICH GRENADA NOW POSES. THEY
HAVE A WELL FOUNDED FEAR OF AGGRESSIION BY OR SUBVERS/ION FROM
GRENADA, OR THE POSSIBIL{ITY THAT THEAR OWN DEMOCRATHCALLY-
CONST:TUTED GOVERNMENTS MAY BE CHALLENGED BY SOME WHO MIGHT
SEEK TO ‘I'MITATE THE EXAMPLE SET BY GENERAL AUST:!IN AND THE
PEOPLES REVOLUT/IONARY ARMY :IF THIS SITUATION 1S NOT RECTIFIED,
THE NAT!I-ONS OF THE OECS HAVE UNAN/IMOUSLY DEC/IDED TO PURSUE A
COLLECT'WE SECURITY EFFORT TO RESTORE PEACE AND ORDER #IN
GRENADA AND HAVE FORMALLY REQUESTED UNNTED STATES SUPPORT AND
PARTICHPATION. ' UNDERSTAND THAT A SiMILAR REQUEST WAS TO HAVE
BEEN PRESENTED TO HER MAJESTYS GOVERNMENT.

‘I AM WRITIBNG TO UNFORM YOU THAT I+ AM GIVIING SERIQUS
CONSI'DERATIION TO THE OECS REQUEST. ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23,
1983, ' DISPATCHED A SPEC/|IAL EMISSARY, AMBASSADOR FRANCiS
MCNEML, TO BRIDGETOWN TO CONFER WITH PRUME MINISTER ADAMS AND
OTHER OECS AND CARI{IBBEAN LEADERS REGARDING THER PLANS. il
UNDERSTAND THAT THEY HAVE ALREADY ASSEMBLED FORCES «IN BARBADOS
FROM THE VARIOUS ISLAND NATHONS. AMBASSADOR MCNE:!L HAS ‘INFORMED
PR{AME MINISTER ADAMS THAT THE UNITED STATES FIRMLY ENDORSES THE
POL/WTICAL OBJECTIVES OF THEIR PROPOSED OPERATION= NAMELY, TO
RESTORE ORDER AND SECUR{TY SO AS TO PERMIT THE FORMATION OF
A PROVIISIONAL GOVERNMENT WHiICH WOULD HOLD EARLY ELECT/IONS.

WE BELIEVE THAT HER MAJESTYS GOVERNOR GENERAL (/N GRENADA
COULD BE A KEY FIGURE "'N THAS OPERATIHON, SIINCE HE 1S THE ONLY
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REMAENING VOICE OF LEGITIMACY ON THE :ISLAND AND SHOULD BE THE
ONE WHO DESIIGNATES A NEW PROV!IS/IONAL GOVERNMENT. SUCH A
GOVERNMENT COULD BE FORMED SHORTLY AFTER THE COLLECT!IVE
SECURIHTY FORCE LANDS ‘IN GRENADA. T I'S ALSO {IMPORTANT THAT
FREE AND FAd4R ELECT:!IONS BE HELD AS EARLY AS POSSHBLE TO
RE-ESTABL/I'SH A TRULY DEMOCRAT:IC SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT.

AMBASSADOR MCNE:(L HAS ALSO CONSULTED w:ITH THE CAR:{BBEAN
STATES ON THEJR {INTENTHON TO REQUEST AN EMERGENCY MEETING OF
THE PERMANENT COUNCHL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,
‘N WHICH THEY WOULD TAKE THE LEAD :IN SEEK/{NG AN ENDORSEMENT
OF THE!R COLLECT'WE SECURATY EFFORT.

| WELCOME YOUR THOUGHTS ON THESE MATTERS. ' KNOW THAT
YOU WOULD WANT TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF ANY ROLE THE UMNITED
STATES MAY DECIDE TO PLAY :IN SUPPORT OF THE /ISLAND NATONS
OF THE CARIBBEAN. ¢ wiLL, THEREFORE, UNDERTAKE TO /INFORM YOU
‘N ADVANCE SHOULD OUR FORCES TAKE PART IN THE PROPOSED COLLECTIVE
SECURITY FORCE, OR OF WHATEVER POLITICAL OR DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS
WE PLAN TO PURSUE. T 4S OF SOME ASSURANCE TO KNOW THAT :' CAN
COUNT ON YOUR ADVIICE AND SUPPORT ON THIS {IMPORTANT ISSUE.

WITH WARM REGARDS,

SINCERELY,
RON
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£8192
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