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OCTOBER 24, 1963
DEAR MARGARET,

d HAVE FOLLOWED CLOSELY THE POLITICAL TURMOIL AN

GRENADA ON RECENT DAYS. I KNOW THAT YOU SHARE MY CONCERN

FOR THE 'IMPACT WHICH THE KALLANG OF THE LEADERSHIP THERE HAS

HAD ON OUR FRAENDS AN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE, PARTICULARLY

Oh THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS OF THE ENGLISH—SPEAKING CARIBBEAN

STATES. THE PROSPECT THAT THE BLOOD—STAINED GROUP WHO APPEAR

TO BE THE ONLY AUTHORITY ON THE ISLAND COULD PERPETUATE THEAR

POWER ALSO RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT THE WELFARE OF THE PEOPLE OF

GRENADA THEMSELVES, AS WELL AS OUR OWN NATIONALS RESIDENT THERE.

THE MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN

STATES (OECS) HAVE RAISED SIMILAR CONCERNS WHICH ARE, OF COURSE,
MAGNIFIED BY THEIR PROXIMITY TO AND LIMITED ABILITY TO DEFEND

THEMSELVES AGAINST THE THREAT WHICH GRENADA NOW POSES. THEY
HAVE A WELL FOUNDED FEAR OF AGGRESSION BY OR SUBVERSION FROM

GRENADA, OR THE POSSIBILITY THAT THEAR OWN DEMOCRATICALLY—

CONSTITUTED GOVERNMENTS MAY BE CHALLENGED BY SOME WHO MIGHT

SEEK TO IMITATE THE EXAMPLE SET BY GENERAL AUSTIN AND THE
PEOPLES REVOLUTAONARY ARMY IF THIS SITUATION IS NOT RECTIFIED.

THE NATIONS OF THE OECS HAVE UNANIMOUSLY DECITED TO PURSUE A

COLLECTIVE SECURITY EFFORT TO RESTORE PEACE AND ORDER AN

GRENADA AND HAVE FORMALLY REQUESTED UNITED STATES SUPPORT AND

PARTICAPATION. 1 UNDERSTAND THAT A SIMILAR REQUEST WAS TO HAVE

BEEN PRESENTED TO HER MAJESTYS GOVERNMENT.

A AM WRITING TO INFORM YOU THAT A AM GIV.INQ SERA,OUS

CONSIDERATION TO THE OECS REQUEST. ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23,

1983, 0 DISPATCHED A SPECIAL EMISSARY, AMBASSADOR FRANCIS
MCNcAL, TO BRIDGETOWN TO CONFER WITH MIME MINISTER ADAMS AND

OTHER OECS AND CARIBBEAN LEADERS REGARDING THEIR PLANS. A-

UNDERSTAND THAT THEY HAVE ALREADY ASSEMBLED FORCES OA BARBADOS

FROM THE VARIOUS ISLAND NATIONS. AMBASSADOR MCNEAL HAS INFORMED

PRIME MINISTER ADAMS THAT THE UNITED STATES FIRMLY ENDORSES THE

POLITICAL OBJECTIVES OF THEIR PROPOSED OPERATION= NAMELY, TO

RESTORE ORDER AND SECURITY SO AS TO PERMIT THE FORMATION OF
A PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT WHOCH WOULD HOLD EARLY ELECTIONS.

WE BELIEVE THAT HER MAJESTYS GOVERNOR GENERAL IN GRENADA
COULD BE A KEY FIGURE IN THIS OPERATAON, &INCE HE AS THE ONLY
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REMAINANG VOICE OF LEGITA4IACY ON THE ISLAND AND SHOULD BE THEONE WHO DESIGNATES A NEW PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT. SUCH AGOVERNMENT COULD BE FORMED SHORTLY AFTER THE COLLECTIVESECURITY FORCE LANDS AN GRENADA. AT IS ALSO 0#IPORTANT THATFREE AND FAIR ELECTIONS BE HELD AS EARLY AS POSSABLE TORE-ESTABLISH A TRULY DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT.

AMBASSADOR MCNEAt HAS ALSO CONSULTED WITH THE CARABBEANSTATES ON THEIR ANTENTAON TO REQUEST AN EMERGENCY MEETING OFTHE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,AN WHICH THEY WOULD TAKE THE LEAD IN SEEKANG AN ENDORSEMENTOF THEIR COLLECTANE SECURITY EFFORT.

I WELCOME YOUR THOUGHTS ON THESE MATTERS. 4 KNOW THATYOU WOULD WANT TO BE KEPT ANFORMED OF ANY POLE THE UNATEDSTATES MAY DECIDE TO PLAY AN SUPPORT OF THE ISLAND NATAONSOF THE CARIBBEAN. 0 WILL, THEREFORE, UNDERTAKE TO INFORM YOUIN ADVANCE SHOULD OUR FORCES TAKE PART IN THE PROPOSED COLLECTIVESECURITY FORCE, OR OF WHATEVER POLITICAL OP DIPLOMATIC EFFORTSWE PLAN TO PURSUE. AT AS OF SOME ASSURANCE TO KNOW THAT 1 CANCOUNT ON YOUR ADVICE AND SUPPORT ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE.

WITH WARM REGARDS,

SINCERELY,

RON
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