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With permission, Mr Speaker, I will make a statement on the
situation'in Grenada. The House will be aware of the violent
events of last week on the independent Commonwealth island of
Grenada, Her Majesty’'s Government join with those in the
Caribbean region and elsewhere who have deplored the killinas,
and we view with grave concern the existing state of
unconstitutional government and insecurity on the island.

We are narticularly conscious that there are some
200 British citizens on Grenada includina a number of British
tourists. The Resident Representative o7 the British Hiah
Commission has been active in maintainina contact with this
community and reports that no British citizens apnear to be
in immediate danger. The Deputy High Commissioner also
visited Grenada from Barbados vesterday to make contact with
the new authorities and to speak with the Governor General,
He found the island calm but tense and confirmed that neither
- the Governor General nor members of the British Community
appeared to be in any imminent danger,

Nonefheless the nosition remains extremely volatile., It
1s for this reason that Her Majesty’s Government have instructed
HMS Antrim to be nrepared to evacuate our community should the
situation worsen and make this necessary,
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Meanwhile we remain in close touch with the governments of
the other Commonwealth Caribbean countries, whose leaders have
been meeting in Trinadad., We shall be discussing with them
and with other interested states the best prospects of helping

to achieve a restoration of constitutional government, peace
and security in Grenada,

I shall keep the House informed of developments,
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