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GRENADA

A glance at the history of the last thirty years is necessary in

order to keep the American invasion of Grenada in perspective.
“l-‘

Successive American Administrations have consistently refused to
tolerate the existence of Left Wing regimes in Central America
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and the Caribbean. They have not hesitated to use mllltary force

in pursuit of this policy.

In 1954, the Americans intervened militarily in Guatemala to throw
——— L

out the elected Left Wing President, Arbenz. The legacy of this
incident has been a succession of brutal and unstable military

dictatorships in Guatemala. No Americans that I know are
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particularly proud of this episode.

Two years after Castro came to power in Cuba, the Kennedy Adminis-

tration launched the Bay of Pigs invasion. It was a military
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failure and the Americans have wisely not tried again. The cost
would be too high. The Bay of Pigs is of course still the rallying
cry of the anti-interventionist lobby in the United States.

In 1965, the Americans invaded the Dominican Republic and threw out
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a Left Wing Government. This was a success. They were able to

instal a respectable, democratic governmeﬁ% and to withdraw their
troops quickly. The Dominican Republic has remained, by Latin
American standards, a peaceful democracy ever since.

The Americans are currently doing everything short of direct
military intervention to topple the Sandinista regime 1in
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Nicaragua. They would not hesitate to go the whole hog if they
thought that they could get away with it militarily, without

unacceptable casualties, and internationally.

The only thing that is unique about Grenada is that it is the first

time that the Americans have invaded a former British Colony, a
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member of the Commonwealth and a Monarchy
ikt

T believe that this incident will have a decisive effect on
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attitudes in the Caribbean. Hitherto, my impression has been that
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the small islands of the Eastern Caribbean, plus of course Belize,
SR SR ey .
“-q /have been




have been disposed to look to us rather than the Americans to
provide the minimal force which might be required to extricate them
from local difficulties. Now, they will all realise that they have
joined the Hispanic Central American states in the United States

"sphere of influence'.

In the short term, the next two or three weeks should demonstrate
whether Grenada will be an American political success (the Dominican
Republic) or a failure (Guatemala and the Bay of Pigs). In this
country, indignation will continue to be expressed because of the
Commonwealth and Crown connections and the rejection of our advice.

This indignation is likely to sp%%% over into the CHGM. With these

considerations in mind, we shou&aSTeel obliged to show solidarity
with the Americans in the Security Council, particularly if anything

like the draft resolution at present circulating is brought to a
vote: the Americans will of course vote against. I am not suggesting
that we should make a parade of our differences, as the French would,
by making anti-American statements and by voting in favour. But we

should make quietly clear that there have been differences and we
should, in principle, be prepared to vote one away from the

Americans, ile to abstaln
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When the dust has settled, we should think about the longer term
implications of this incident for the high level dialogue with the
Ameridanﬁmyhich we were planning to launch in the specific context
of Belize.h_Grenada strengthens my view that we should get out of
Belize at the earliest practicable opportunity before we find
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ourselves in another false position. While accepting American primacy -
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throughout the area, we should do some plain speaking about the need
for full consultation before the Americans decide to take military
action against another Commonwealth country. It is becoming
increasingly obvious that they had been planning the Grenada move

ffor some time.
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A.D. PARSONS
26 October 198%
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' {s that, ‘f & deal’ ig - ever
- struck, the Meontras " will be
dvoppetl o, v T
", Phe same ‘scholar also de
geribed the dehate within the
. admipistration over a “small
" minority "' hent on.the mili«

. tary overthrow' of, the San-

:
8
]
[, want to use military pressure
 only to achieve'a settlement,
~That debate may,
', prove  .more: apparent than
. real, when
.. that the Unifed States is ask-
' ing- Nicaragua ‘not only to
. end aid and .training for

. Galvador,:and other: Central

~ only to.send its Cuban, and
C other  compunist . ¢
. packing, not ;only to reduce
\ L its armed farces,
. -establish ~ real 4 pluralism,’/
L 'Defined, ., that ,appears
mean . at least general elece
" {ions supervised by outsiders.

| Thus majority ‘and: minority

| _,Same policy, .- . ..
S Among

“"those ~who ° make "

v 'the Reagan government there"
.is+ an 't either-or A
' Jikely to be reinforced by the

Grenada. intervention, There
fis no nqtion of a gradual
| pushing and nudging towards

. emall neighbours, or of the
+ way in which Soviet PUrpPoses

+“are entangled ' with, rather
~ tions,. That ‘strategic = back

‘- door” upon

. sians are hammering-.mus_t.be

"¢ glammed shut—and ~ the
- louder the slam the hetter.

| . ‘Martin ,Woolla'cott

" FOR exactly half of this.cen-
© tury 80 far,: a (total of 42
ears, American troops have
{ heen occupying. onpe or an-
other . of the, 6 countries and

and ' the Caribbean. The ‘pro-
 cess began in 1898, when the.
_war - between America dn

\_" heginning of ‘America's
_expansion into the global
 role. At the time, the us

the Spanish ‘Empire saw ‘the

- seemed *-the ° most’
~lant consequence, _

years = wenp  on, America’'s
American back yard has been
the more enduring.

" The war ended

Er
I.

‘and -Cuba ‘and

t' “'.island of ‘Puerto Rico’ vire

- forma

‘dinistas, and ‘the vest,” who ¢ say it

in the end, -

it is considered °

o) B

nerican « insurgents, - not ., o .
Amer:ea) NSUre A ' plantations and opening the
adyisers .
but 'also.to .

300 B

" may 'be arguing 'essentially’

| central American policy for:
cattitude b

I adequafe relations between la'
4 great power and ohstreperous

"' than the cauge of, local ambi--

which the Rus-

islands '+ of central - America

Spain over the remnants of

~ occupation of the .Phlllrplnes .
mpor- -
but ‘as the

" lhegemony. over - its -central

with the,

v fually annexed to ‘the /US,/
Panama 8.
protectorates, The {reaties of

g, _-.g.q, MLl

'
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1903 with those {wo countries
not only estahlished per-
“manent US hases, but also
Clegall guaranieed America’s
right “to military in-

tervention in circumstances .

 where  Washington gaw = fit,

And in Panama,
in 1908,
1018, largely hec

gaw the opening of
| vital strategic interest in
‘area, the Panama Canal. ;

Rut the United ' Fruit Com-

- pany, whose Tommercial ppe-
‘Tations in central America
gave birth and point to the
phrase '‘hanana republie,”

was swiftly establishing the

Washington
%1912 and
duse 1914
‘America’s
the

ports and railroads that tied
us coererce-‘v to - official
pmc¥.-, n

CIA ran its successful coup
against® the ‘liheral’ reform
government  of- Jacobo
_Arbenz, those ties were hla-
_tant. The Seeretary of State
John Foster Dulles had been
United - Fruit's lawyer, and
‘had also worked for the comny»
pany's hankers Schroders. T1)s
brother Allen"‘ who had begn
~a diredtor of' Schroders, Wi
| running the CIA, which dul

organised the coup to. mak
Guatemala safe. for Unite
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The mixture of financia

and strategic - motives hiy
‘shaped US policy in the arpa
 throughout the Ccentury, hut
{here has been one majpr
. .policy change: “Until = the
Roosevelt 'government ook
" office in.1933, US policy had
heen shaped by the Monyoc

. Doectrine, which traditionglly -

. denied other foreign POWES
the right to interyene in jthe
‘IWestern - hemisphere—and
~"the Doectring  was Swidely
. ignored while the US way 100
weak to enforce it, Bu} in
1904, the Roosevelt corojlary
{0 the Doctrine was promul:
gated, which said that the US
assumed a general right to
Vintervene to protect its lown
interests. Under this rubric,

4 the US emparked on its jong

occupation of Haiti, Domini-
can Republic and Nicarggua

. which provoked a major dip-

lomatic row at the 1028 In-
ternational -~ Conference | of
American States. , \
' At the next conferencg, .in
- 1933,, the FDR “government
. effectively renounced ‘in prin-
ciple its ~“right? 1o unis
Jlateral military interyentjon,
Thenceforth, it hecame 4
prime object of US diplo-
- macy to secure enough Liptin,
support to malke those inters
‘wventions “ multilateral.” This
was ' the justification
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~other

1954, when the [

A |

" banana estates,

has  yrarines land

of tha.
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4965 Invasion of the Domini-

. and failure to
achieve such multi-national
backing meant that the
strikes against Guatemala in
1954 and against Cuba 1n\
1961 had to he clandestine .
Yesterday's strike on
Grenada, with the backing of
Caribhbean troops,
seems to follow the pattern
ostablished in 1933, But it
now raises .the fuestion of
furlher US actions against

' can Republic,

. the Sandinista government of .

Nicaragua, according to Gar-
don Connell Smith of Hull

.. University, the historian - of

the Organisation of American
States, whose research helped

 establish the following
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The interyentions . :
ico; 1914, the US [Navy
bombards Veracruz and lands

‘{roops to overthrow Presi-
dent Huerta, 1915: US Army
“hot  pursuits” of Pancho

Villa,
P a* 1903, US Marines
to. block ~Columbian

lan
troops - from aborting

. Panama’s declaration of inde-

pendence, 1908, 1912, 1018,
Marines,

! land  to- “restore
'Or er.” ’

Honduras: 1912, the Mar-
ines land to protect US

1909,
to protect US
ocmmercial interests, 1927-33,
US military occupation, 1981
{o present, US-backed war of
destabilisation against San-
~‘dinista regime. ‘
" Cuba : 1899-1900, and 1906- |
09, US occupation. per- |
manent US naval base atl

Nicaragua . .

‘Guantanamo since 1903. Int-
ermittent US  “ shows . of
force until 1983, when US
pressure led to the pros
American dictatorshiP of
Batista, 1961, Bay 0 Pigs
assault on Castro's Cuba, |
Guatemala : 1954, S
backed puerrilla Trvasion to
overthrow - Arbenz '
~ Costa Rica ! threat of US:
Jinvasion used in ' 1919 to
‘change government. :
" Haiti : 1905, US takes over

. Customs offices to guarantee
debt payments, 1915-34, UsS
military occupation, including
forced labour of local popula-

tion,
Dominican Republic, 1905,
* US takes over Customs. 1916~
(24, US military pccupation,
. and setting up of local mille
tary constabulary which guar-
antees pro-US government is”
““ strong man.” 1965, US Mar-__

ines invade to topple * pro-
gressive !’ government. |
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