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P
‘ AFF NTARY 1. The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the
House of Commons during the following week.

) § THE PRIME MINISTER said that the debate on 31 October on the

(ﬁ;;> deployment of intermediate range nuclear forces would be a difficult
one. It was necessary for the Government to explain their policy

<3§g§$$lly and firmly and to secure an overwhelming vote in support.

FOREI @
GN &E MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE

AFp .
‘EERS ( S YOUNG), said that the Prime Minister of Dominica, Mrs Charles,

&Qnada had mmed that the Governor General of Grenada, Sir Paul Scoon, had
requ ilitary assistance from the Organisation of East Caribbean

Tevigys State S) prior to the current military intervention in the island.

ﬁhrenc Thg Quedh had no knowledge of any such request and a statement was

C(83) 3e being issued by Buckingham Palace to this effect. There were

Co S0th conflicting reports as to whether the Governor General had made any

it had taken * but the British Government had had no knowledge of
any such reque ad\there was no firm evidence that one had been made.

fcly 3 : p p p
Yin Slons, request for a;iififnce before the intervention or had welcomed it after
ac
a0
The Governor Geng '@

15 now back in Grenada.

MB THE ARMED FORCES said that after
tance there had now been a meeting between
ander and the senior Royal Navy officer
cen made clear that the United States force
csistance on Grenada than had been
be more than a thousand Cuban combat
bed States helicopters had been lost in
exed that Cuban troops were withdrawing
aﬂS to carrying on guerilla warfare.
%Comission at Bridgetown headed

d yet been allowed access to
had been evacuated under
anwhile an Royal Air Force
ados on a contingency basis
oses.

THE MINISTER OF ST
some initial Americak
the United States for
in the area at which it
had encountered much fiefg
expected. There had provex
troops on the island, and 1X
the fighting. The Americans
to camps in the interior with a
A consular team from the Britis
by the Deputy High Commissioner h
Grenada, but six United Kingdom na
American arrangements .the previous*
Hercules aircraft from Belize was in
in case it was needed for evacuation p

In discussion it was emphasised that no formal request for military
assistance had been received by the United C’e"-u from the OECS.
o

Oral statements by the Prime Minister of Barhdd -’(which was not a member
state of the OECS) to the British High Commis i
such a request would be made in writing on 23 Oc t.had not been
followed up and had been overtaken by the meeting A
Caribbean Community (Caricom) at which there had bEe¢u amajority

decision in favour of the application of political a

been intensive contact between the British Embassy in W hxton and
the United States Administration over the weekend of 22 —

militarily was imminent. When the British Deputy High Comnips
in Barbados accompanied by two American consular officials had
on the Governor General of Grenada on 23 October the Governor ({
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had made no request for military assistance. It appeared that the
provisional American decision to launch the military intervention
had been taken on the afternoon (Washington time) of 24 October,
at a meeting which ended very shortly after the Prime Minister
received President Reagan's first message; and the final decision
had been taken shortly thereafter. Concern was expressed at the
ailure of the United States Administration to take the British
vernment into its confidence about their plans for intervention,
ch must have been prepared well in advance of the decision to
ment them. At the same time it was recognised that security
rations would have necessitated keeping such plans.as secret
ible. From an American perspective the intervention might

wel r politically justified, but it was hard to defend in
term international law and difficult to reconcile with the
conten that the United States and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organis®fion threatened no one. There was no comparison with
Britain'® military action in the Falkland Islands, which had been

taken in defence of international law and to protect British citizens.
The American actiqn in Grenada had struck a powerful anti-American
i public opinion. Many of the Government's own
supporters were—ypiappy at the inadequacy of the consultation which
had preceded the jcan decision and the Government's

refusal to condemsi=i tright. But, despite its membership

of the Commonwealt ink with the Crown, Grenada was

a fully independent vy in which British interests were not
directly engaged and Bich the United Kingdom Government had no
residual responsibility e had been no obligation on the
advice, or to accept it if sought,

R
&)
~d e, as between close allies.

nor was condemnation approp

g discussion, said that there was
d& events leading up to the military
e nt had received no formal request

de their reservations about the

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing O3
no need to rake over the detal
intervention in Grenada. The G
for assistance from the OECS and

proposed action clear to the Unite s Government. That advice
had been sound. The United States IO ir part had exercised their
right to take a different view on an which directly touched their

national interests. But Britain's fridhdship with the United States
must' on no account be jeopardised. The position taken by the Foreign

and Commonwealth Secretary in the House of Commons, on which he was to
be congratulated, had struck the rlght balanc t would not be
consistent with that position to join the Unqggﬁ:étates in voting against
the draft resolution condemning the American Gawwhich Guyana was
tabling in the United Nations Securzty Council, =ﬂ!’ would be right

for Britain to abstain - expressing to the United : es Government

the hope that the United States might likewise see - abstain on

the Argentine-sponsored resolution about the Falkla .‘¢ ds, for

R
which they were likely to vote in favour. If British”he ere sought
to organise free elections in Grenada, the request coul onsidered.
Meanwhile, however, Britain should avoid becoming invol he
situation there. ;

2 <§i§%§§;§>
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The Cabinet -

1. Invited the Minister of State, Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, to send instructions to the

Prime Minister in her summing up.

ij) United Kingdom Permanent Representative to the
United Nations in the terms indicated by the

on @NISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, said that

eign Ministers of the states contributing to the

nal force (MNF) in the Lebanon were meeting in Paris

The purpose of the meeting was to demonstrate that the

contr? ng states would not be deterred by the attacks against the

United Skates and French contingents which had taken place on

23 October; and, looking further ahead, to consider how best to

create conditions in which the MNF could properly be withdrawn.

Meanwhile, thzgififefire was holding. The Greek and Italian observer
b

force would n in place for some days.

OR THE ARMED FORCES said that the Commander
ipm Land Forces, General Sir Frank Kitson, had
L"?, from a visit to the British contingent
.&.f{A\; a valuable report. His recommendations
for improving the securi the British contingent were being
implemented urgently. % in improvement would be to divert the
road which at present ra gside the British headquarters and
which had been used in the suicidal
contingents. In addition, action
ddcurity of the offices of the

1‘;§:diplomatic officials were also

attacks on the American and\¥
would be needed to improve t
British Embassy, where some Ame
accommodated.

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the ‘@i sion, said that all the

measures necessary to improve the sechyixp of British military and
civilian personnel in the Lebanon mus taken without delay.

" The Cabinet =

2% Took note.
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Ty 3. THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE (BARONESS
YOUNG) , said that the discussion of the post-Stuttgart negotiations
Comp, at the Anglo-French Summit on 20-21 October had been conducted in a
. - good atmosphere. The French had remained firm in opposing the
- Unipeq 229§> concept of net contributions and the strict financial guideline for
< j) agricultural expenditure. It seemed clear, however, that they
xpected to make concessions on the correction of the budget inequity
<g§§$h return for some relaxation of United Kingdom demands on agricultural

PrEViou nd%ng. The French were keen to find some common ground on new
Referens . ies, particularly in the industrial sphere. Further contacts
Ce(g3) ;; ing arranged. There had also been some discussion,of the
C°nclus‘ th P of the post=-Stuttgart negotiations at the informal meeting of
Minyrq ;°US. c Foreign Ministers on 22-23 October.

that th@(European Parliament would now be voting on the inclusion of
the Unit®d Kingdom's 1983 refunds in the 1984 budget. It was expected
that they would vote to put the 1983 refunds and 5 per cent of the
agricultural budget provision into the reserve chapter. -

THE MI OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, also reported

EXCHEQUER said that in the margins of the
Council of Minis Finance) on 24 October he had learnt that the -
Germans were planuidg-fo table an unhelpful rival paper to the United
Kingdom's own pape A

Herr Tietmeyer, the ! ¢f3l German Chancellor's Personal Representative,
of his objections.,
by Her Majesty's Ambassa Bonn. As a consequence, the Germans
had deferred the tabling eir paper and had made a more careful
oral presentation. He exo have further discussions with’

Herr Tietmeyer on 31 Octobe

| THE PRIME MINISTER said that tiating prospects for the European
| Council on 5-6 December did notMe o0 be improving. In addition,
the French considered that, if théfe wpre no agreement at Athens in
December, the difficulties of comp could be greater in the

period running up to the European P (rt elections.

The Cabinet -

Took note.

Cabinet Office

27 October 1983
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