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_ DEAR MARGARET:

THANK YOU FOP YOUR MESSAGE OF NOVEMBER 4, 1| WAS
PLEASED BY GEORGE SHULTZS REPORT OF HIS TALKS WITH
GEOFFREY HOWE AND QUR OTHER MNF PARTNERS IN PARIS LAST
WEEK. IT IS THIS KIND OF CONSULTATION EFFORT THAT |
PARTICULARLY VALUE AND wHICH IS SO IMPORTANT IF WE ARE TO
REMAIN IN STEP ON THE CHALLENGING ISSUES WE MUST COMNFRONT
TOGETHER,

AS YOU KNOW, IN MY ADDRESS TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
DURING THE WEEK OF THE TRAGEDY, | SAID THAT THOSE :
RESPONSIBLE wOULD BE DEALT JUST!C IN THE DISCUSSIONS 1IN
PARIS, GEORGE SHULTZ wWAS CAREFUL TO EXPLAIN THAT TH’J 1S
NOT A HATTEP OF REVENGE, BUT OF SELF-DEFENSE,. THOSE WHO
COMMITTED THIS ATROC!TY CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO STP!KE Lhﬂ’ﬂ
IF IT IS IN OUR POWER TO PREVENT THEM., AT THIS POINT VWE
ARE CONCLUDING OUR COLLECTION AND ASSESSMEMT OF THE FACTS AND WE
PROBABLY KNOW AS MUCH AS WE CAN ABOUT THE EVENT AND 1TS
PERPETRATORS., THE PICTURE 1S REASONABLY CLEAR. DECISIONS ON THE
APPROPRIATE U.S. RESPONSE WILL GIVE CAREFUL THOUGHT TO THE
CONSEQUENCES OF ANY ACTIONS WE MIGHT CONSIDER, | INTEND TO MEET
WITH MY ADVISORS TOMORROW TO REVIEW THEIR TL“&AT!VE FINDINGS AND
WILL BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH YOU AFTER' THAT MEETING.

IT WAS HEARTENING INDEED TO HEAR OF YOU EFFORTS TO
PRESS THE GENEVA PARTICIPANTS IN THE DIRECTION OF THE MORE
REPRESENTAT IVE GOVERNMENT THAT LEBANON SO CLEARLY MEEDS.
THE TEN DAY RECESS WILL GIVE ALL OF US FURTHER OPPORTUNITY
TO PURSUE THIS COURSE. | REMAIN CONVINCED THAT A BROADLY BASED
GOVERNMENT 1S KEY TO A PEACEFUL AND STABLE FUTURE 1IN
LEBANON, A FUTURE IN WHICH THE LEBANESE NO LONGER HAVE A NEED
FOR THE PRESENCE OF MULTINATIONAL FORCES, HOWEVER, AT THIS
FRAGILE MOMENT, WITH THE LEBANESE HAT|OH BUILDING EFFORT
BARELY: BEGUN, | BELIEVE OUR STEADFAST SUPPORT EVIDENCED BY
MILITARY PRESENCE 1S ESSENTIAL.

| WELCOME YOU SUGGESTION THAT WE KEEP LONG TERM

CONS |DERAT IONS FOR THE MNF IN SIGHT, DESPITE THE MECESSARY
FOCUS OF ALL OF US ON THE SHORTER TERM. | HAVE, THEREFORE,
ASKED GEORGE SHULTZ TO TRY TO ARRANGE CONS'LTATlOuS WITH
BRITISH OFFICIALS BEFORE THE NATO MINISTERIAL ‘ELTI“Lo !
KNOW GEORGE -PERSONALLY LOOKS FORWARD TO TALKING FURTHER WITH
GEOFFREY HOWE AT THE MINISTERIAL ON AN ISSUE THAT HAS ?EC“‘E

NE OF CENTRAL CONCERN TO MY ADMINISTRATION, TO C””F“t,S, AND

! TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.) IN THE INTERIM, | AM SENDING KEN DAM

TO KEEP YOU ABREAST OF OUR THINKING ON LEBANON AMD SEVERAL
OTHER 1SSUES.




