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P
AFF TARY 1 The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the
i House of Commons during the following week.
IH
Ousj gﬁjﬁ)
Barois

enefit @THE PRIME MINISTER said that the debate on housing benefit on the
position's Supply day on 19 January would give further opportunities

criticism of the Government's planned reductions in this area.
ently £3.4 billion was being spent and one in three households
ed the benefit. She understood that some of these had above
incomes. This level of expenditure was unacceptably high,
igAait resulted in part from a higher rate of take-up following
G;;g;?gnisation of the benefit arrangements and from increases

ouse rents and rates. She was most concerned that the

facts be presented clearly and that those sections of the

| press whikh argued for cuts in public expenditure in general, but

I against the 5 per cent cut in housing benefit, should be brought to
realise what large sums were involved. This was only.one feature,
but a significa eature, of the problem of containing welfare
expenditure thstgeneral to Western European countries. This
problem had been well ,discussed.in a recent report by the Organisation
for Economic Co-oplergyion and Development, which could be quoted in
support of the Go t's campaign to promote public discussion
of the issue of how 1 with the rising level of social welfare
expenditure. It mi seful “‘to co-ordinate a campaign of
speeches by Ministers ab ousing benefit on the lines of what had
successfully been done o tes Bill.

: Rate E
s THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ONMENT said that he was grateful
.Prwi0u for the contribution colleagues de by their speeches. He would
]ﬁferens be circulating updated briefing t . Statements in support of
QK33) gg’ the Government's action would short e forthcoming from a number
'ﬁ?mluSio;E of bodies representing trade and in 2

Nt 2 :

23 The Cabinet - (
Took note.

ORey (Zz?i)
MWAI%E 2, THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWER OFFICE ;
s (MR RIFKIND), said that the Foreign and Commonwe?2 beretary was
"idare o at present in the Middle East. He had visited Egyf 8 to

" ast 10 January and Saudi Arabia from 10 to 11 January, af was
RraqauS seeing President Assad of Syria in Damascus that day. ‘;'p in Cairo
;fmmncﬁ. and Jedda he had encountered strong criticism of the Styf4eaic
CC(BE,) 38t.: Co-operation Agreement between the United States and Isr is
'£¥m1“510 h speech the previous day restating the Government's positid he

uge . s Middle East conflict in standard terms had received widesp

publicity. In Jordan, Parliament had been recalled after a
period of abeyance in an attempt by King Hussein to regain the
initiative in the peace process and put pressure on Mr Yasser

Ar
the leader of the Palestine Liberation Organisation, to go to Am§%§E%>

1
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Nigeria
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King Hussein himself had been admitted to hospital and was likely

to be out of action for some days. In the Lebanon, President Gemayel's
new Security Plan, which would allow deployment by Lebanese Government
forces outside Beirut, had suffered a setback and its implementation
was uncertain. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office was in touch

with the other contributors to the multinational force (MNF) about
tions for widening the involvement of the United Nations in the
anon; and the issues would be considered by the Foreign Ministers
the four MNF contributors in the margins of the European

ment Conference in Stockholm on 16 January. There had been
cant reductions in both the Italian and French contingents

to F, but the Lebanese Government wanted it to remain, and the
Saud&iﬁﬂN made it clear that this was their wish too.

THE PR INISTER, summing up the discussion, noted that the
American\gontingent to the MNF had now withdrawn within its base and
there was no activity on the part of the French. The British
contigent continued to carry out its prescribed tasks and to attract
widespread admi ion and respect. It must continue to be the
Government's o ive to have the MNF replaced by a United Nations
force. But, s? Secretary General of the United Nations could
not take action end without a request from the host country
as well as an appr Security Council Resolution, agreement
must first be reach een the four contributing Governments which
could then be followe concerted demarche to President Gemayel.

THE MINISTER OF STATE, FORE COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, said that
the recent military coup d'e Nigeria had been staged by
senior officers apparently to t action by more radical junior
ranks. The constitution had be ended and political parties
had been banned. Former Presiden ari and some of his colleagues
were in detention but were apparen ing well treated. The new
Nigerian Government was emphasising nuity of policy especially
in the economic field, and talks with nternational Monetary Fund
on rescheduling Nigeria's debts were t&<resume. The new Government
had sent a delegation to a number of capitals, including London where
it was expected the following day. The British High Commissioner
in Lagos had been instructed to have normal wg contacts with

b th

the new regime. No official British comment e coup had been
volunteered, but if asked spokesmen would exp m,,-'--‘- British
Government's disappointment at the overthrow of ej

elected civilian regime. It appeared that althovwh
had had genuine majority support in last year's Ni
election, there had been little enthusiasm within Ni
Government, which had been increasingly regarded as ife
well as corrupt. The indications were that the change
had been accepted by most of the population with relief.

ocratically
sident Shagari
general

or his
ive as
ime
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THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, said that

the last few weeks had seen major military and diplomatic developments

in Southern Africa. A major South African offensive into Southern

Angola - the largest since 1976 - had been mounted to pre-empt the

annual infiltration into Namibia by the South West African People's
Organisation and to destroy a Soviet supplied missile base.

ving achieved their objectives, the South African forces were now

ing withdrawn. Meanwhile the United Nations Security Council had

pted two Resolutions strongly condemning South Africa. The

T Kingdom had supported the first Resolution, which called for the

al of South African forces from Angola, but had abstained

with the United States) on the second because it came close

for economic sanctions against South Africa and appeared
military support for Angola from Cuba and the Soviet Union.
or progress now centred on the South African Government's
offer to\Yisengage from Angola from 31 January 1984 and to observe

an extendable truce; and on the resumption of contact between Angola -
and the United States, which would start with a working meeting between
the two sides pe Verde the following week at which all relevant
issues were tozgicglscussed 1nc1ud1ng the possibility of Cuban withdrawal.
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3% THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE (MR RIFKIND),
reported that, contrary to some press reports, the meeting on

6-7 January between the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary and the
President of the European Commission, Monsieur Thorn, had been useful.

he European Council in March only as a staging post to a later
g0t lement and had been stressing to French Ministers that decisions,
1?<?S least significant progress, were needed in March. It appeared that
5 ench were suggesting in contacts with the Commission and other

cjﬁ?:onsieur Thorn had been concerned that the French Presidency might see

m tates that the United Kingdom would be ready to accept a time-
1i 1§§§Egd degressive solution to the problem of budget inequity. The
Forei Commonwealth Secretary had made clear once again that there
was no is for this suggestion, which was not acceptable. On the
dispute upt of the risk-sharing element of the United Kingdom's 1982
refunds, oreign and Commonwealth Secretary had now written formally

to the Comxyssion. Monsieur Thorn had not been completely negative, and
had express€d readiness to act as an "honest broker" on this matter. It
was suggested that this might be because the United Kingdom had expressed
the firm view tha e Community was now in default on this payment,
although it was EfE;I-d out that other member states did not accept that
they were in defauDd :

THE MINISTER OF AGRICUL ISHERIES AND FOOD reported that, at the
Council of Ministers (Agri fure) on 9-10 January, there had been general
agreement with the French P

in December, should now be carky
The strict financial guideline
be treated with the other financia

orward in the Agriculture Council.
icultural spending would continue to
budgetary questions. The

agricultural work programme would a ver the Commission's proposals
on agricultural prices for 1984-85, W ere expected to be presented
the following week and would be restr ,- probably containing mainly

had also discussed Community measures on<&gricultural structure. These
measures had expired, and the Council did Wot reach agreement either on
new measures or on a roll-over. Since the schemes were no longer in

existence, there would be no payments to farmer%gi?%;he immediate future

freezes on farm support prices. The Co <é§;>of Ministers (Agriculture)

of these structural aids, including capital grap¥s ypd some aids in less
favoured areas.

The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food al
United Kingdom lorries carrying lamb (including a co
Zealand lamb) had been stopped by French farmers, who s8len some of
the lamb and distributed it to hospitals and other cha -
organisations, and apparently intended to make the Britis} :
their lorries to Paris as part of a demonstration. Simila$ idents had
taken place recently against Dutch and Danish lorries in Fr2
United Kingdom had immediately made representations to the F
authorities. He had himself spoken to the French Minister of
Agriculture, Monsieur Rocard, who had apologised and given an as e
that instructions had been sent from Paris to the local police to

that the lorries were released.

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

% The Cabinet -
6;3S§ Took note.

.

n the previous day for talks with the Irish Minister of Justice,

The Minister had at first been nervous of being put under
ressure to take more effective action on the security front, but
1 atmosphere had been reasonably good and the meeting had
resul&e€d agreement on a number of measures to improve co-operation
olice forces in the Irish Republic and Northern Ireland,
esappointment of Liaison Officers to the respective Police
Talks would also take place between officials of the two

Government3\on possible ways to strengthen the law on incitement to
| violence in both countries. Security co-operation remained a politically
| sensitive matter for the Irish Government, and the hostile reception
| given by the loca ulation to units of the Irish Army and the Garda
Siochana during security operations in County Leitrim showed that
anarchy was close surface south as well as north of the Irish
border. It was an nt British interest to ensure that there was no
general breakdown of d order throughout the island of Ireland and
to co-operate closely Irish Government in pursuit of that
objective. In Northern d terrorist murders continued at a reduced
level. He had recently hai’qgﬁ eful meeting with the leaders of the
Official Unionist Party (Mf @ eaux) and the Democratic Unionist Party
(Mr Ian Paisley), following ‘;;} there had been no breach of the
| confidentiality of the discusszf
agreed with the General Office
attempt should be made to close &pmPer of crossing points on the border

IThe Cabinet = C§§9
Took note. gégfp

tRELANnRN ;@ THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND said that he had visited

Headquart

Alrg 5.  THE PRIME MINISTER said that she was proposi
customary at this time of year, the Cabinet sho
discussion of the economic situation and prospects
February, as a prelude to the Chancellor of the Ex
of his Budget. That meeting would have before it
Treasury containing information about the trend over
distribution of public expenditure between current and
expenditure, as had been requested in earlier discussio

>
'I i The Cabinet = @

Took note. @
Cabinet Office %
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