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HANDLING OF At the conclusion of Cabinet on 12 January 1984 the Prime M i n i s t e r 

DOCUMENTS reminded her colleagues t h a t , where o f f i c i a l  s from the Conservative 


Central O f f i c e were associated w i t h departmental discussions of 

p o l i c y , M i n i s t e r s should be scrupulously c a r e f u l t o ensure t h a t they 

were not given access to c l a s s i f i e d m a t e r i a l . This could r e q u i r e 

c a r e f u l handling i  n r e l a t i o n not only to documents but also to 

d e t a i l e d o r a l discussions. 


THE MINISTER OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT, MR GUMMER, said t h a t 

i n one recent case an o f f i c i a  l of the Conservative Central O f f i c e who 

had been involved i  n departmental discussions of p o l i c y had resigned 

h i s appointment at Central O f f i c e to take up an outside appointment 

i n which h i s foreknowledge of Government i n t e n t i o n s could be of 

p r i v i l e g e d value t o him. He had acted very p r o p e r l y i  n agreeing t h a t 

there should be an i n t e r v a l between h i s g i v i n g up h i s appointment 

w i t h the Conservative Central O f f i c e and t a k i n g up h i s new appointment. 

Arrangements were being made t o change the c o n t r a c t s of employment f o  r 

people employed i  n the Conservative Central O f f i c e to make i  t easier 

to ensure t h a t i  n such circumstances a reasonable i n t e r v a l elapsed 

between two appointments. 


The Cabinet -


Took note. 
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