)
Py P
"

.,

.
Tassas

Jossse]
sy gohpess
a.....-...... n.....

L) L)
e 1S9 et
frreeng ¢! S

e elisece

sedaay

vigren

saleve

I
sgerean
-

yida ey
Jaroong
L e

BTy

Y S e S

i | o

.
PV T -

H

trennn

PR

srgesa

a.-na
- feee i
an

e L e

voluig

5 Ll Lk

PR porees
.....rw sandany aeisee

B m......

1esaw

- o gane

Rl R e

L I.L.1

s {eseend . i

..‘.< c..
I “ fat - 1 4 w
senee srbeay | R

. ba. pppe—
jroee s sl
bl

veaegy

e ¥ .

e

forsang M 1

il ) el R

—

W _ e

Li.
0 |

Lot
Fondd 0 Yo
[ Lad

-
ﬁ. .n.-cw
. seage

.
L p—— Py .
evepye -
P . -. .-a-h

- & T o~

i
widray

i

snlacy
- -

E S

v .
L
o

R )

i 1

i) : o

Sanwn

P

gorseeg




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

Pawe Mt /
: repedn bk M e Cpiegon

Trac o~
| ) (e Lo AQunr

Viaak g
(oot LA







BACKGROUND NOTE

In the House on 22 February, Dr David Owen raised the incident earlier that
dv, Zn.hizh Mr MacGregor was knocked to the ground when leaving Ellington
Colliery. Mr Hurd wrote to Dr Owen, giving the initial information provided

by the Northumbria Police. A copy of the letter is attached at A.

2o Subsequently, as TV coverage of the incident and other further information
became available, the Home Secretary issued a statement condemning the incident:

A copy is at B.

Se The Northumbria Police have today issued a press statement saying they
are making inquiries to determine whether any criminal offences were committed.

A copy is at C.

k. On a radio broadcast this morning, a local miners' leader was reported to
regret the incident, but the President of the Northumberland miners was

reported as not regretting it.

Se Mr Maclennan MP has suggested by telephone to the Home Secretary's Office
that the demonstrators were engaged in "unlawful picketing''. He may have in
mind some comparison with the dispute at Warrington, where the NGA were fined
by the High Court for breaching injunctions requiriﬁg them to refrain from
organising secondary picketing. Tﬁe Depaftment of Employment advise that the
courts would be most unlikely to entertain any civil action in respect of the

Ellingten events as picketing: in commonsense terms, what took place was a

demonstration. The essential point is that, whatever people call themselves -

pickets, demonstrators, protestors - they have no immunity from the criminal law.

- —

6. The police have confirmed that eggs as well as bread were thrown and that there was much
shouting and verbal abuse. The grabbing at Mr MacGregor is at the heart of their investigations,
but it would not be appropriate for the Prime Minister to confirm this while the criminal

investigation is under way.
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QUEEN ANNE'S GATE
LONDON SWIH 9AT

22 February 1984

I understand that you raised in the House this afternoon the incident which took place
at Ellington Colliery today involving Mr Ian MacGregor. The Home Secretary has asked for a
report on the incident. In his absence from the office I am writing to say that our under-

standing is that the sequence of events was as follows.

Mr MacGregor was making a planned visit to Ellington Colliery, of which the Northumbria
Police had had notice. When he arrived at 9.20 a.m. there was a crowd of up to 250 miners
outside the main gate. Mr MacGregor was taken to the colliery offices by a side entrance.
His car returned to the front gate where at some stage its tyres were deflated (rather than

slashed). '

Mr MacGregor held discussions with the colliery manager. When the miners became aware
that Mr MacGregor was in the colliery offices, they gathered outside and called for him to
address them. He declined to do so but indicated that he would be prepared to meet represent-
atives of the miners. This offer was refused. Mr MacGregor agreed to cancel a trip under-
ground to inspect the pit after consultations with the police and colliery management.

At 12.15 p.m. it was decided that Mr MacGregor should leave Ellington as a large shift
of miners was due at 1.30 p.m: it was considered that the shift change might inflame the
situation. The 50 police officers on duty lined a walkway from the colliery offices to another
car which had been provided for Mr McGregor. He was escorted down the walkway by two police
officers and a number of Coal Board officials. As . they walked, various objects, mainly food,
were thrown but did not hit Mr MacGregor. Before the party arrived at the car the miners on one
side of the walkway surged forward, kn&ilng down the police officers lining the path, Mr
MacGregor, ano 2 ~.mber of Coal Board officials. A low wooden fence on the opposide of the
path “rom the surje was knocked down by the falling bodies. Some press reports have stated
that, as he fell, Mr MacGregor was knocked unconscious. The police officers at tne scene do
not think Mr MacGregor lest consciousness. The police do not regard the surge as a deliberate
attempt to harm Mr McGregor, but as a spontaneous movement by a large numoer of persons trying to  _
get close to him. Once the miners realised what had happened, they drew back without being asked.
Mr MacGregor was lifted up by two police officers and two reporters who began carrying him to the
car. The police say that he asked to be taken to the car, was put on his feet, and walked to the
car himself.

Mr MacGregor left Ellington colliery at 12.30 p.m. and travelled to his next engagement,
lunch at the National Coal Board's regional headquarters at Team Valley. The police have checked
with the headquarters and Mr MacGregor was apparently calm. There was no question of him requiring
medical attention.

No arrests were made. It was not possible to identify who had let the tyres down on Mr
M?cGregor's car; police considered that the nature of the surge forward made it impossible to
single out particular people as being deliberately responsible.
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IHOME SeCRETARY'S STATEMENT

The television pictures:of the scenes in which Mr McGregor

- was involved have now been seen by the whole country. It

e —
L . e ——— ——— L — W~ e — -

is quite clear from them that what occurred at Ellington was

a disgraceful incident which every right-minded person must
deeply deplore. As Douglas Hurd has indicated we have so far
had only a preliminary assessment from the police of the
incident. I am now seeking a fuller report from the Chief
Constable and will wish to consider it closely. Meanwhile,
if those involved in organising the demonstration have an
ounce of decency they will want to repudiate what occurred

and give an unqualified apology to Mr McGregor.




