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 The Cabinet were informed of the business t o be taken i  n the 

House of Commons dur i n g the f o l l o w i n g week. 


THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said t h a t the United States 

nd I t a l i a  n c ontingents t o the M u l t i n a t i o n a l Force (MNF) i  n the Lebanon 


i n process of being withdrawn. The s i t u a t i o n on the ground was 

f i v e l  y calm, although there had been some recent f i g h t i n g i  n the 


and an I s r a e l  i show of s t r e n g t h i  n southern Lebanon which 

a i r a t t a c k s on P a l e s t i n i a n p o s i t i o n s . He had expressed the 

ngdom Government's concern about the I s r a e l  i a c t i o n t o the 


Isra ^ T V S b r  e i g n M i n i s t e r , Mr Shamir, i  n Brussels e a r l i e r t h a t week. 
Saudi<Apatehan e f f o r t s t o promote a peaceful settlement c o n t i n u e d , and 
there y^&yJudications t h a t Syria wanted t o avoid the s i t u a t i o n i  n the 
Lebanon " t f c r a r i o r a t i n g i n t o t o t a  l c i v i  l war. At the United Nations 
discussions continued w i t h a view to r e p l a c i n g the MNF w i t h a 
United Nations f o r c e . The prospect was f o r a d i s o r d e r l y s i t u a t i o n 
c o n t i n u i n g i  n the Lebanon f o r the foreseeable f u t u r e w i t h some 
P o s s i b i l i t y of a / ^ e  r r o l e f o r the United Nations I n t e r n a t i o n a l Force 
x
 n Lebanon as a (reseat of sustained d i p l o m a t i c e f f o r t  . But no 

United Nations fo?te€-:-abuld do more than help t o keep the peace: i  t 

could not impose i|Q_^n>e i n t r o d u c t i o n of a d d i t i o n a l United Nations 

troops might t h e r e f to w a i t u n t i  l some agreement had been 

reached between the pa to the c o n f l i c t  . Meanwhile an o f f i c e r of 

the B r i t i s  h c o n tingent :tending meetings of the MNF Co - o r d i n a t i n g 

Group and the United Kingd' continued f o r m a l l y t o be a c o n t r i b u t o r to 

the MNF 


THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR D confirmed t h a t the B r i t i s  h c o n t i n g e n t 

remained t e c h n i c a l l y p a r t of The Royal F l e e t A u x i l i a r y R e l i a n t 

was t e m p o r a r i l y i  n Cyprus but o r t l  y be r e t u r n i n g t o her s t a t i o n 

°ff the Lebanese coast w i t h 50 t . n board. An important p a r t of 

her task was t o keep i  n touch w i t h ^ a j e s t y ' s Embassy at B e i r u t , 

She u i c i d e a t t a c k by t e r r o r i s t  s and 


was a l e r t t o the r i s  k of possib There was no way of 

a H p o s s i b l e p r e c a u t i o n s were being unless there was a dramatic 

guaranteeing her against such a t h r e a t v 


d e t e r i o r a t i o n i  n the s i t u a t i o n i  n the GfiXf, B r i t i s  h f o r c e s m or o f  f 

the. Lebanon d i d not seem l i k e l  y t o become^prime t a r g e t s f o r t e r r o r i s l 

a t t a c k . 


THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY said t h a t ft£g)had j u s t launched 
a
 new o f f e n s i v e i  n the Gulf war w i t h the apparent^aijgo>f r e c a p t u r i n g 


i n t e r o n e o f t h e 
b a n i a n t e r r i t o r  y h e l d by I r a q since 1980 and ^ W § ^ 

m
 a i   Basra/Baghdad roads. The scale o f the a t t a c k , ittrfrf 
n


expected f o  r a long time, was d i f f i c u l  t t o determine 

claims of the two s i d e s , but the p a t t e r n appeared t o be 

°ne of i n i t i a  l I r a n i a n gains of t e r r i t o r  y f o l l o w e d by StiS 

°Pposition. The e f f o r t s at mediation undertaken by the Sec 

o  f
 the United Nations had been stopped i  n t h e i r t r a c k s by tt 
o f f e n s i v e , and there was no prospect of e a r l y a c t i o n at the 
to promote a se t t l e m e n t . The Foreign and Commonwealth O f f i c e w^, 
do s e touch w i t h the United States a u t h o r i t i e s about the situational* . 
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the G u l f , and contingency plans f o r keeping open the S t r a i t s of Hormuz 

i n the event of an I r a n i a n attempt a t clo s u r e were under constant 

review. Press s p e c u l a t i o n about warship movements i  n the Gulf by 

both the United States and United Kingdom was ina c c u r a t e as were 

rep o r t s about the supply of B r i t i s  h arms to I r a n . The Government 

continued t o ma i n t a i n a p o l i c y of s t r i c  t n e u t r a l i t y as between I r a n 

and I r a q , supplying no l e t h a l arms t o e i t h e r s i d e . Decisions had, 


ever, been taken to release t o I r a n c e r t a i n items of n o n - l e t h a l 

pment f o r which c o n t r a c t s had been concluded b e f o r e the war broke 

i n c l u d i n g MV Kharg and two other Yarrow ships. There was,^ 


no t r u t h i  n press r e p o r t s t h a t B r i t i s  h engines were being 

I, f o r I r a n i a n m i l i t a r  y a i r c r a f t  . 


THE S££R£T£RY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE said t h a t one Royal Navy ship of 

the A r S j a ^ a t r o  l was heading f o r Diego Garcia and another f o r the 

Gulf, b&K/on normal r o u t i n e p a t r o l s . While close c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h 

the Amerrlan a u t h o r i t i e s over contingency plans was d e s i r a b l e , i  t would 

he impo r t a n t t o consider the i m p l i c a t i o n s v e r y c a r e f u l l y , not l e a s t 

f o r the s a f e t y of our f o r c e s , before any decis i o n s were taken on whether 

or not t o associ^E&xUnited Kingdom naval or other u n i t s w i t h p o s s i b l e 

m i l i t a r y a c t i o / ( b y l ) h e United States t o re-open the S t r a i t s of Hormuz. 


THE SECRETARY OF 6A3 ) .I0R ENERGY said t h a t the e f f e c t of a closure 
°f the S t r a i t s 'of BW^3 on o i  l supplies would depend on how long the 

 o  f s o m  e w e e k  s i  n o i  l s u  P P l i e  s f r o  m t h  e 
c losure l a s t e d An<lyt$£*vp t i on

Gulf would be containkp^Vovided t h a t the other member c o u n t r i e s of 

the O r g a n i s a t i o n of P e t r o Y ^ E x p o r t i n  g Countries were prepared to_ 

increase t h e i r supplies, fou l d depend on whether they judged i  t 

more p r o f i t a b l e to meet thN i t demand or t o increase p r i c e s by 

ma i n t a i n i n g s c a r c i t y . The Û  States also h e l d s u b s t a n t i a l emergency 

o i  l reserves which might be mailable. T o t a l closure of the Gulf 

would, however, a f f e c t up t o 2l •ent of the world's o i  l supply. 


THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up t h ^ t f & u s s i o n  , noted t h a t b o t h the 

m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a  l c o n s i d e r a t i o p ^ i f i e c t i n g p o s s i b l e B r i t i s  h 

m i l i t a r  y involvement i  n the Gulf i n € ^ f i a t i o  n w i t h the United States 

would need t o be very c a r e f u l l y weighe&^Meanwhile i  t was of great 

importance t h a t contingency plans s h o u ^ b e c o n t i n u o u s l y reviewed and 

a
 U p o s s i b l e measures taken t o c o n t a i n ttte t h r e a t t o Western i n t e r e s t s 

which the Gulf war represented. 


The Cabinet 

1 . Took note, 


THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY drew a t t e n t i o n ^ . 

t r i l a t e r a  l meeting i  n Lusaka on 16 February between the, 

°uth A f r i c a and Angola which had e s t a b l i s h e d machinery 

°uth A f r i c a n disengagement from Angola. This was a s i g n n 


which could foreshadow movement towards a settlement of the 

Problem, provided t h a t some agreement could be reached on t h l 
  v 


°uth A f r i c a n and American requirement f o r the withdrawal of C\ 

troops from Angola. 
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THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY sa i d t h a t some 500 B r i t i s  h 

l o r r y d r i v e r s were marooned w i t h t h e i r v e h i c l e s i  n France as a r e s u l t 

of the blockading of roads by French l o r r y d r i v e r s as p a r t o f ^ t h e i r 

i n d u s t r i a l a c t i o n against the French Government. Her Majesty's Embassy 

at P a ris and the B r i t i s  h Consulate-General a t Lyons were g i v i n g as much 

p r a c t i c a l assistance as was po s s i b l e to the stranded B r i t i s  h d r i v e r s . 

He had summoned the French Ambassador the p r e v i o u s day t o express the 

Government's concern at the s i t u a t i o n . The quest i o n of compensation 

had also been r a i s e d . S i m i l a r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s were being made t h a t 

day i  n P a r i s by the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of Sta t e , Foreign and 

Commonwealth O f f i c e , (Mr Whitney). Reports of harassment of B r i t i s  h 

" r i v e r s by French p o l i c e were being i n v e s t i g a t e d . 


PRIME MINISTER, summing up a short d i s c u s s i o n , said i  t was important 

the Government and Her Majesty's Embassy at P a r i s should be 


l y seen t o be t a k i n g a c t i o n t o help the stranded d r i v e r s , t o keep 

t n  ^>C«£pplied w i t h food and c l o t h i n g , and where necessary t o make loans 

a v a i l a b l e t o cover t h e i r immediate f i n a n c i a l needs. There was an 

evident r i s  k t h a t the French l o r r y d r i v e r s ' technique of bl o c k a d i n g 

the roads might be i m i t a t e d i  n the course of f u t u r e i n d u s t r i a l or other 

disputes i  n the United Kingdom; and i  t would be h e l p f u l i  f the 

C i v i l Conti^rfe^icies U n i t (CCU) could examine the i m p l i c a t i o n s , and 

consider wvArc Vn^which the r i s  k might be a v e r t e d , and measures which 

might be take^rTcV) l i m i  t the use and e f f e c t i v e n e s s of such techniques 

i n the UnitedV&irp£dpm. 


The Cabinet 


2. I n v i t e d t  h ig n and Commonwealth Secretary t o 

send i n s t r u c t i o Her Majesty's Embassy a t Par i s i  n 

the sense i n d i c a ' he Prime M i n i s t e r * 


3. I n v i t e d the H o r ^ ^ a V e t a r y t o set i  n hand a study 
by the C i v i  l Continge <W^^<rU N  

r i it of the i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
the French l o r r y d r i v e r i y z p ^ i o n  , o f the ways i  n which 
the r i s  k of s i m i l a r active (ppt only by l o r r y d r i v e r s ) 
i n t h i s country might be a$>£fJ£e-d, and i  f measures which 
might be taken t o l i m i  t th£^<& and e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f 
such techniques i  n the U n i t e d y ^ H g d o m . 

THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY s a l at a r e p l y had now 

been re c e i v e d from the Argentine Foreign er t o the B r i t i s  h 

Proposal f o r b i l a t e r a  l t a l k s on the norma of r e l a t i o n s . The 


e n C e Argentines agreed on the need f o r b i l a t e r a  l c t s on normalisation', 

but c l e a r l y saw these as designed t o lead t o at i o n s on 

sovereignty. They accepted t h a t sovereignty s e o m i t t e d from 

th
-e agenda f o r the p r e l i m i n a r y t a l k s , but would ese t o cover 

tb
-e l i f t i n  g of the F a l k l a n d I s l a n d s P r o t e c t i o n Zo a h a l t t o 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the a i r f i e l d  . At f i r s  t s i g h t red t h a t 

some progress might be p o s s i b l e on the basis of the jj i e r e p l y , ^ 

but i  t would be necessary t o consider a l  l the issues r n r e l a t i o n 

t  0
 one another. He would be b r i n g i n g forward proposals , l l e c t i v  e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Defence and Oversea P o l i c y Comi h o r t l y . 


The Cabinet 

4• Took note. 
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3  T H E F 0 R E I G N
I ' f  ^ COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY r e p o r t e d t h a t at the 
 l n f o r m a  l
LIl""  meeting of Foreign M i n i s t e r s on 18-19 February there had been 

'nity  v ^ p P r ° g r e s s i  n the d i s c u s s i o n on the need f o r b e t t e r budgetary d i s c i p l i n e 


^  t* l  e
e t a n d ^ ^   Community. Some member s t a t e s , which had not been w i l l i n  g i  n 

k ed past t o contemplate s t r i c  t measures, were now prepared t o consider 


a•ngdo "%es i  n the budgetary procedures or Treaty amendment. He was not 
j e f u l of a s o l u t i o n . On the c o r r e c t i o n of the budget i n e q u i t y 
now seemed t o be a reasonable prospect of agreement on d u r a t i o n : 
^ge i  n the budgetary system should l a s t as long as any increase 

" u n i t y ' s own resources. There had been some movement of 
>tes towards a r e v i s e d budgetary system on the l i n e s proposed 

E>he Germans. There had, however, been no su b s t a n t i v e 
. f i g u r e s . On the d i f f i c u l  t a g r i c u l t u r a l q u e s t i o n s , 

'the proposals on m i l k , I r e l a n d , I t a l  y and Greece had 
. ^ i  r requests f o r exemptions and there had been no agreement 

There were some i n d i c a t i o n s , however, of a g r e a t e r w i l l i n g n e s s w i t h i n 
t n 
  e Community t o accept t h a t the proposed super l e v y on m i l k should 

a P p l y t o q u a n t i t y i excess of 97.2 m i l l i o  n tonnes. The e f f e c t o f 

such a measure o y farmers, i n c l u d i n g those i  n the United Kingdom, 

would be hard an. 
 l i t i c a  l d i f f i c u l t i e  s should not be underrated. 

The formal meeting Council of M i n i s t e r s (Foreign A f f a i r s ) on 

20-21 February had tock of the s i t u a t i o n on the Un i t e d Kingdom's 

T983 r e f u n d . He had d the unanimous support of the Council 

which had i n s t r u c t e d man t o w r i t e f o r m a l l y t o the European 

Parliament r e q u e s t i n g . entary Opinion on the r e g u l a t i o n s 

necessary f o r the payment refund s , so t h a t these r e g u l a t i o n s 

could be'adopted by the Cou M i n i s t e r s at i t  s meeting on 

12-13 March. He had also now ,ved a r e p l y from the President of 

the Commission about the sum " t £42 m i l l i o  n which was i  n d i s p u t e 

under the r i s k - s h a r i n g p r o v i s i o n ^e agreement on the 1982 r e f u n d , 

This i n d i c a t e d t h a t the q u e s t i o n d e a l t w i t h as a p o l i t i c a  l 

question i  n the wider n e g o t i a t i o n f u t u r e f i n a n c i n g of the 

Community i  n March. 


•3? THE FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY s S t  i t h a t the Council of M i n i s t e r s 

°r e i§ n
 A f f a i r s ) on 20-21 February had reached agreement on the 
let h o l d ^ m e n  t  ° ft h  e C o r r a n u n i t  y ' s p o s i t i o n on a g r i c u l t i i r e , which had been 


s t 
  

v U  g U p t h e  a c c e s s n


N  i
now i °   n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h Spai/^OVhis statement had 


3 5 t  h been presented to Spain. 


E
n d 

6 ^ a  ^  FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY r e p o r t e d t h a t agree been 
a £ h e d i  n the Council of M i n i s t e r s (Foreign A f f a i r s ) on 2v- ru a r y 

t n e t e r m s f o r
c o   Greenland's withdrawal from the Community a'.,
n
 
n
 mued f i s h i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r the Community i n Greenlan 
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In r e t u r n f o r the f i s h i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s the Community would make a 

Payment of 26.5 m i l l i o  n ecu a year, which was le s s than Greenland was 


V_/Ono  w
 r e c e i v i n g . There would be no a i d from the European Development 


CRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said t h a t he had 

d w i t h the French M i n i s t e r f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Trade, 
Ma 
»ran sson, the exte n t to which i  t might be po s s i b l e t o avoid the 

c  e 
c°mpeVit^£e misuse of resources i  n some exports t o c o u n t r i e s which 

could n^i^Einance t h e i r purchases on commercial terms. Madame Cresson 

b a  a
 a l s o ^ S ^ d e ^ p l a i n t h a t the French maintained t h e i  r l i n  k between 
l m  p r o v i n g v ^ ^ € Community's i n t e r n a l market and gre a t e r powers f o  r the 
c°mmissionMi.o act i  n trade disputes w i t h t h i r  d c o u n t r i e s . 

The Cabinet -


Took note. 


^' The Cabinet noted"*™ ch concern the i n c i d e n t i  n Northumbria the 
OF 
Previous day, i  n which t> man of the N a t i o n a l Coal Board, 

M  r
 Ian MacGregor, had been d by a crowd of miners and knocked 

°Ver, and i n v i t e d the Secrt f State f o r Energy t o convey t o the 

Chairman the Cabinet's gooc f o r a speedy recovery. 


^E SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENEf iv i n g spoken t o the Chairman, 

conveyed h i s g r a t i t u d e f o r the s message of good wishes, 

r-MacGregor had sustained severe< ng t o h i s head, neck and 


shoulders, but was able t o f u l f i  l h* agements. 


I n d i s c u s s i o n i  t was noted t h a t the f eports of the i n c i d e n t , which 
s u  g g e s t e d t h a t what had happened t o Mr gor was the a c c i d e n t a l 
result of a crowd g e t t i n g out of control<<£ppeared t o underplay the 
seriousness of t h e i n c i d e n t . L a t e r r e p o r t  , i n c l u d i n g t e l e v i s i o n 
P i c t u r e s , s t r o n g l y suggested t h a t the use of v i o l e n c e had been 
^ l i b e r a t e . I  t was notable t h a t the l o c a l l e a d e r  ̂ the N a t i o n a l Union 
o  f
 Mineworkers had not made any expression of a y or r e g r e t . The 

e v  i d e n c e would be c l o s e l y examined w i t h a view o s s i b i l i t  y of a 

Prosecution. 


The Cabinet -


Took note. 


Cab 
X n  e  t O f f i c e 

23 February 1984 
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