e e A
e

S Ty

ONFIDENTIAL

cory No 7

Avruary 1984
@ CABINET
6/ LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME 1984-85

@I‘ ndum by the Lord President of the Council

The g

the g:i:gszls €eches and Future Legislation Committee (QL) have considetred
egislative S made by Departments for a total of 7{& Bills for next.Session's
the Minigee Progra We have, as appropriate, discussed these with

the committr31°°nc ned). This memorandum seeks the Cabinet's agreement to
are gj Efnsie tions. Further details of the Bills concerned

lven i'n C(B‘i) 9.

Nl : Session of this Parliament in which our

Which fel €glslative Progeiude, is not largely conditioned by those Bills

t shoulg at the General ¥1e n. We have therefore taken the view that
OVernpeny . 2. full programm€sgiinh represents the main strands of

abinet ha pollc}‘“‘-s- To a ce extent our work had already been started.
programme T Previously agreed t place should be found in next Session's
and the etcr th‘_i Bill to abolisk\ Greater London Council (GLC)

Bil) ¢ rropolltan'ccunties (CCE th Conclusions, Minute 4) and for
iNute 3) €gulate clections in Nor reland (CC(83) 27th Conclusions,

atisatioy " to provide for legislation on
s SOurse of th'we are to achieve al t we want to in this field during
s gy a 1s Parliament. The di ies which we encountered in
Bilyg te iWever, illustrate one of the)p3ifr problems which faced us.

im . : :
comp] ey Pleément the privatisation progr
A P prog

b n e are inevitably large,
*8innin, Controversial. They therefore

ed to be introduced at the

vet beep dziig 3 Session. However, this is most unlikely if policy has not
f:hoicE ed at
be 5
o0 ;CWeen three Bills - Gas, Public Trans

least in broad outline. We were_in practice faced with
€ o rd)and Civil Aviation -
Whic : : .
by the ; hg in the view of the Committee, woul@

T eginp c~eertain to be ready
1-"’""SIJOI‘:; ng of the Session. Of the three, we .@ i

zuccess né Eo PTivatise the National Bus Company, haw—tfHe)best chancg of
‘k‘hit E'Bill OESS}OH«_ However, we appreciated t_:he pold attractions
su;b 1t i 1.IJ‘rJ.vatlse the gas industry, despite the ¢ :
¢ Mittin lkely to be ready for introduction. We aré&thers
hat g to :

abinet an alternative recommendation in thi '/.-.t-

Privagy e is ¢

nly r 1 : 1 o
invigs 26{0nn Y room in the legislative programme for one
t

b‘nd that it should be either Gas or Public Transs
dinet to decide.
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8%
cié;? A 1?2?:3 and the remaining Bills that we hﬁve selected f?r th? programme
C;%$§C°n501idat‘at Annex A, Th§y total 21 Bills in a}l (exclgdlng Flnénce?
favy pro ;on, Second Readlng_Committee and contingent Bills), which is a
t therg amme , Althougb this Session has been planned on tbe assumption
e th would be no spillover, we cannot guarantee that this will in
€ case. Consequently, we must assume that next Session will be

length, 4 number of the Bills listed in Annex A are substantial
troversial,

ho It will not therefore be an easy Session. We have
thei o able to select a reasonable number of Bills which can start
More lorESS in t?e House of Lords; this has the advantage of gnabling
Congest ! Planning to take place so that the House of Lords is not
f:;z;fhe end of the Session.

4,

ineviE:bTa t been able to satisfy all our colleagues and there will
Programme Pressure to increase the number of Bills included in the
10 Which . would therefore direct colleagues' attention to Annex B,

Certaip ; i co?tingent Bills are listed. Several of thesg seem almos; :

Ve myugt expeequlre ctment during the course of the Session. In addition,
In the Pro ge Soﬂiizgyoreseen Bills which will have to be found a place
therefore asmmesy they are absolutely essential. We must

Billg j, recommend Cabinet that if it decides to include any other
gramme, their inclusion must be met by equivalent

ot Ny e in the House of Commons., Second
1S essene; tttee Bills canno

Ssentia) prded a high drafting priority and it
farly that instructions s d be sent to Parliamentary Counsel very
JEAE th /

6 - %)spect of being ready in time.
pr°8rg;mze°°8nlsed that our choice o %;ﬂi% left out of next Session's
p°litical i Mumber of substantial meas r which there is a real
preparatio ®ed and these and others which benefit from continuing
1985-g N over the next 12 months with assurance of a place in our
C°Unti PI‘OgrammE. .

es Bil] Just as the Abolition o the GLC and Metropolitan
?h°uld like ¢ ¥as last year given a place in the 1984-85 programme, so we
1985-g¢ -© See a small number of suitable Bills given places in the

inst >€Ssion,
turall n b

yt
€ssy . -'& numb
shouyg "1 b

Preparations can then go ahead
€ ready for Parliamentary Counsel
€rs involved must be small, othe
© Pre-empted. We suggest that perhap
ted in this way (the two privatisation

early in 1985,

oo much of the

¢ or four Bills

ps not included

; Programme are prime candidates).
. Fin
t . all - - . - 3 - .
o?e tlmetablésI Must emphasise the importance of maintainil mproving
_the e for the Preparation of Bills as set out in C Because
St ave
art Season

» Parliamentary Counsel is unlikely to be
efore September Bills for which instructions a

fafting

2
%
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Tecey .
% 1ved until late July. That will almost certainly mean that Bills of

any s ' : S ; ;
4 lee in this position will not be ready by the beginning of the Session.

0 : : : A : : ;
meeidtirlvy Seal must be informed immediately if there is any failure
€ agreed timetable for the despatch of instructionms.

<§§S& therefore invite colleagues to:

Approve the list of programme Bills at Annex A making a choice
én Gas and Public Transport.
b . :
5 te the contingent Bills listed in Annex B and agree that they
brought forward if necessary.

cl . . .
ng%ie the list of Second Reading Committee Bills in Annex C.

da

Loh iAgree that a small number of Bills should be given a firm place

n the 1985-8¢ programme.

Accept ¢
the Stated time
8T€ Tesponsiple.

for all Departments to adhere to or improve on
for the preparation of Bills for which they

Pri
vy Counci) Office <3§§>
2

February qgq,
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CONFIDENTIAL : Annex A

BILLS RECOMMENDED FOR INCLUSION IN THE
MAIN LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME 1984-85

9Tporal i :
Schoo] g I(’Unlshment s 2. New Towns and Urban Development
L 3 England ang Wales) - Corporations
. al :
L s R 4,  Civil Aviation
tion
Py
ame ()6
L
. P‘-‘llut'
lon
e (Protect 14, Local Government (Greater London
Loy “and Metropolitan Counties)
' Brupej
2,

Re / 21, Social Security and Health
L fresentation of 4 :
’ 30, e Peop L 23, Prosecutions

Adminis
tratj :
L 34, R ton of Justice 32, Elections (Northern Ireland)
r
1t&ge(sc0t1md) | L y g
L . Family Law (F:Lnancla.l Provisions)
. i (Scotland)
form S
L PrOﬁsiona§ME§°91lane0us L nsolvency
39, cotland) :

B&Dkrn
o Ptey (SCOtland)

i
TUsSteq S&Vingg Bank

Note=

The

o :“mh. €rs are those used in C(84) 9. "L'
11 s
11 is expected to be suitable for Lords i
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Annex B
CONTINGENT BILLS RECOMMENDED FOR
INCLUSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME
1984-85
rVvices (Transfer of 62. Insolvency Payments
ent Commission 64, Australia
66. Communications
69. Shipbuilding Redundancy
Payments
hstoms 71. Doorstep Selling
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CONFIDENTIAL Annex C

@ UNCONTROVERSTAL BILLS RECOMMENDED FOR
@ INCLUSION IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME 1984-85
0
4\ NLY IF SUITABLE FOR SECOND READING COMMITTEE PROCEDURE

%‘% (10)

8,
er .
erE(.lucatloll Establishments 54, Opencast Coal (Planning)
1 cial Activities)
8. st tg ﬁh :
(

ity Act i i
%ﬁt) 55. Foreign ComPensatlon
56 En
EE;E of Attorney 57. Land Registry and Law of
58 G , Property (Amendment )
(Interns?dy Orders 584 Insurance
0, y atlonal Enforcement)
. er(‘}han.t s i ] :
_ hlpp”@' 60. English Industrial Estates

Corporation

Note. /
¢ d] .
1l thege Billg are@ le for Lords introduction
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