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NORTHERN THE PRIME MINISTER said t h a t the Secretary of the Cabinet had now had an 

IRELAND i n f o r m a l , secret and e x p l o r a t o r y discussion w i t h the Secretary of the 


I r i s  h Government i  n the terms authorised by the Cabinet on 16 February. 

I  t had been apparent t h a t the Taoiseach, Dr F i t z g e r a l d , was h e a v i l y 

preoccupied w i t h b r i n g i n g the "Forum f o  r a New I r e l a n d " t o a successful 

conclusion; and t h a t , p a r t l y i  n consequence of t h a t preoccupation, the 

I r i s  h side had been taken somewhat by s u r p r i s e by the B r i t i s  h approach. 

They welcomed a number of elements i  n i t  , but had serious d i f f i c u l t  y w i t h 

the idea of a border s t r i  p which would incorporate t e r r i t o r  y on the 

Republic's side of the border. I  t appeared t h a t although the Taoiseach 

stood by the "basic equation" which the I r i s  h side had adumbrated 

e a r l i e r - namely, t h a t he was lo o k i n g f o  r arrangements which would associate 

the Republic w i t h law enforcement i  n Northern I r e l a n d i  n r e t u r n f o r 

r e c o g n i t i o n by the Republic t h a t Northern I r e l a n d would remain p a r t of the 

United Kingdom f o  r the foreseeable f u t u r e - he s t i l  l had no c l e a r ideas 

of h i s own on how to give i  t p r a c t i c a l e f f e c t . I  t seemed to be the I r i s  h 

wish t o keep the B r i t i s  h side i  n play w h i l e they d i d t h e i r own homework; 

and i  t would probably be necessary to await p u b l i c a t i o n of the Forum's 

r e p o r t before i  t would be pos s i b l e to get a c l e a r e r p i c t u r e of the 

I r i s  h Government's t h i n k i n g . 


The Cabinet -


Took note. 
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