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@STRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

considered a number of oral reports.

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that the drift back to work was

. }was particularly noticeable in the Lancashire coalfield.

S Coal Board (NCB) reported that 46 pits had been working

‘trikegy that morning and 10 more were producing some coal; 120 remained
ound., Although picketing had generally been light, two pits in

Nott4 .
Nghamshire ha subject to heavy picketing in the middle of the

been at Cresswell Colliery and up to 3,000 at
had been scuffles with the police, some of

n injured and about 60 arrests had been

Made, )

o Despite the massiv t, reportedly containing a number of
Dwmi

his tners, 100 out of the ers scheduled to work during the afternoon
11t

2 Nat Babbington had enter ﬂ‘g!!E;t and were working, The President of

e .

th Ational Union of Mineworke ) could be expected to try and raise
® Politjge

Committee (

iﬂsQeS.

al temperature of the strike before the National Executive

NEC) meeting on 12 April, with a view to obscuring the real

The weekend press had given hel

€ration to uphold the ruie of 1

and militant members of the NUM

- ii no ballot was called it might be ed that striking miners
ere NEC members had been instructed k a ballot would

®Cong
lder thejp willingness to continue striking

Vi, A
The bm}SECRETARY said that the police operation con®®hued successfully.

sug |
den Appearance of massed pickets at Cresswell and Babbington

_ coverage to the continuing
P to the options open to the

®8ident,

Coll.

lerj

Wick 'es had created temporary difficulties but additional police had

the ¥ been deployed and the situation contained. The emerge ebate in

3 |
baci hllse °n the following day, granted at the request of an
e

“ch member, would give him the opportunity to highlight t

e .

Pergy, Police Operation in support of the rule of law and put in p
ecty

wa Ve those who were intent on denying, and those whose duty i
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) DARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT, saiq

Q!%f during the weekeud national officl
nbers, partlcularl_\’ guards and Slgnalmen’

als of both railway unions had bhegp

considerable pressure on mel

i ilands, to obey union instructions and refrain from handling coa]
h an y ) 3

the previous Saturday 36 coal trains would normally have run;
e ; *- ;

0 were called and only 3 ran. That day 200 would normally

run but B Rail. expected. torun only 25-30 oThe Briziah a1 Hoans

would continue to adopt a low key approach to disciplinary action against

staff refusing to handle coal traffic. East coast ports remained effectively

but a Greek-owned coal ship was due to berth at
relaCions
. No industrial zeeaet+ens problems had been reporteq

closed to coal trafid

Port Talbot that

in connection with t of coal by road; some coking coal had been

delivered to the Briti el Corporation foundry at Scunthorpe; details

of the overall tonnages vy road were not yet available.

THE PARLIAMENTARY UNDER—SECR@’F STATE, SCOTTISH OFFICE, said that there

was little change to report. Th@"e¥act terms of the agreement reported to
have been reached by officials of the triple alliance unions over coal
deliveries to Ravenscraig remained unclear. If two trains were to rum
daily it should prove possible to maintaipmabout 85 per cent of normal steel
production from the end of April. The h NUM President, Mr McGahey,

had however been reported as saying that ¢ fficient coal would be

delivered to prevent the closing down of the

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a short discussio that it remained

important for the Government to maintain the curre odlicy of non-involvement

in the dispute, except in support of the police opera##8n®to maintain law

and order and permit miners who wished to do so to attend their place of work,

and to highlight the reasonable pay offer, the generous terms for early

retirement and the very high level of investment plaoned to sup
and prosperous future for the coal industry,

: She intended to
on these points during her Panorama in*erview that evening, Th

meet again on Wednesday 11 April when there would be an opportunit
the outcome of the emergency debate in the House on 10 April

The Group -

Took note, with approval ; ot
discussion, pproval, of the Prime Minister's summing up of theil

Cabinet Office
10 April 1984
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