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AL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

The G

onsidered a number of oral reports.

THE

3 SECRE F STATE FOR ENERGY said that 46 pits were working normally

tha:l day and, overall, several hundred more miners had reported for work
on the previous day. The major impediment to an improvement on the

Slgnal—box:ert WOI'

Prevy ‘
Vious day's incregse in the amount of coal moved by rail was a particular
k@ fforts were in hand to overcome the problem. Power

“tation éndurance i d and Wales was beari 11 b il b
ng up we ecause oil burn
d some coal was still being delivered to a number

There was ediate likelihood of pithead storage space

Munnj
0g out at pits still W and with summer approaching there should

e no .
Sérlous problems with ic coal supplies.

The po. ..
Teésident of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) was thought to be

brin s
ging great pressure to bear on moderate members of the National Executive

Commi
- ttee (NEC) to ensure there would be decision in favour of a national

rik
® ballot at the NEC meeting on 12 @ It had been reported that some

150
NUN ;’ach-loads of miners from South Wale
Q in Sheffield when the NECmeeton 12

a lap
8¢ number of militant miners from Yorks

likely to be outside the
and it was to be expected
other coalfields would

a130 b
© Present, providing a clear threat to law rder and possibly

Preven+s
ntlng moderate members of the NEC from enter

Soas building. The
1-
1ke1y outcome of that meeting now appeared to

convening of a

Urth .
€T National Delegate Conference with a view to re-affirming NUM policy

"R pit
closures and an inadequate pay offer. Militant members of the NUM

Youlg £in4
find it easier to impose their will at a National Delegate Conference.

wing

O
KN

© of uneconomic pits might figure more prominently in th

Propg
Sanda campaign in the future.
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sult of the ballot recently carried out by members of the National

tion of Colliery Overmen, Deputies and Shotfirers (NACODS) on
n the

o strike on the issue of pit closures was expected later i
against

indications were that there would be a narrow majority

There was a meeting scheduled for later in the day at which employers in

the electricity supply industry were hopRing to reach a settlement on Pay

for their manual W s, If it was not possible to get a settlement at
that day's meeting ployers would endeavour to adjourn the meeting
until the following |

: i ght
ere had been little heavy picketing overnig

d
per cent of the workforce had enter®

. . ticuld?
the pit despite the presence

THE HOME SECRETARY said t

except at Bolsover Collie

86
fApickets. The police would pay par w18
tica
attention to the NUM HQ in Shefeld on 12 April. It would not be prac

to prevent militant miners assembling for what would be presented as @

‘ . to
demonstration rather than a picket, but the police would do thelr best
ts would need to be d&'Vot""d’ding
the NEC to enter the buil

contain the demonstration. Particular

if necessary, to assisting moderate mem

for the meeting. o
g day 55 coal

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that previou .
yunniné

trains had been scheduled of which 37 ran and 18 revented from

Py

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that there were 1O 1 10?’1
fo

immediate problems facing industry. The NUM appeared to have agreed’
an

by members of the fail,unions.

d coke

considerable pressure from unions in the steel industry, that,
supplies should be made available to the main steel foundries:
production should therefore be maintained at a reasonable level
end of the following week, after which it might decline. Road del
of coal seemed likely to meet the foreseeable needs of small 4 '
users., Problems might arise next month for larger industrial users =
particularly paper and cement manufacturers and, depending on the e \CB

steel output, firms such as Massey-Ferguson and British Leyland.
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Peful that supply problems could be overcome. Pressure on the
union members in threatened industries, on the lines of that

eXe
E the steel unions, could prove helpful.

THE
. SEC F STATE FOR SCOTLAND said that power station endurance in
co
' tland haq been slightly but only temporarily affected by difficulties
1nve] v

01w_ng 24 hour loss of output from a nuclear reactor and a cable fault

at :
anothe p station, Two coal trains were currently running each day to

Ray .
“lscraig, ag a@by the NUM a few days earlier.

THE SRCRETARY OF STA

a
I;.rt *Wployment, legisla
o later in the wveek.

LOYMENT said that renewed interest in the

Injung; ‘
,cvlons againgt the NUM
Siness ang

that,

ht play in relation to the miners strike was
all coke handling firms were seeking

vent secondary pickets depriving them of
to secure compensit] or business already lost and the case
Journed until 173 April.
Other Private sector businessmen affected by the miners action might also

Seek jp s :
‘Njunctiong, The General Secretary oi the NUM had appealed to other

Depending on the outcome it was possible

uniOn
=+, S %o make funds available to the
NOM ang the fact that the NUM was not ing strike pay. The

Ama)
SMated Unjon of Engineering Workers ha oed only £3,000.

" PRI MINI STER

Polj ey
¥ ol avoiding any action or statement that c

of the NUM
ballot

despite the relative wealth of

s summing up a short discussi Ld that the Government

sist the President
» especially in relation to the chances o ining a national
o NM members, shoyld contimue for the time being. It was possible

that, y,,
S"""‘rgill intended the current situation to continue throughout the

S
er :
the ’ PTlor to seeking to call a national strike in the autumn and for

S p .
of o “ason the successful completion of the phased introduct
a

fI‘Om

X1 :
im0 burn and movement of the greatest possible tonna coal
Workiy

Wa S ho
thy

€ Pits to power stations remained of paramount import

e
Ped that, Pressure from union members in industries whose fut
Eatened b

in th Y loss of coal supplies, together with the ingenuity of m
0

se j :
Ndustries in cooperation with the NCB, would overcome the sup
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ms that had been mentioned. In this connection the steel unions had
e likely

good lead. The longer the current action continued the moxr
ng in

e that financial pressures now more severe than those applyi
4, would be felt by miners and their families, There might
wi
then be ﬂ back to work in a number of coalfields currently closed dowls

although sWch developments were unlikely in Yorkshire. In the event of 2 .
areful considerati?

prolonged strike, the handling of pit closures would need c
The Group would meet again Friday 13 April when there would be a first

opportunity to assWhe outcome of the NUM NEC meeting on 12 April.

The Group = @o

Took note with approv@the Prime Minister!s summing up of theil

S,

discussion.

Cabinet Office

11 April 1984
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