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L

IAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

The onsidered a number of oral reports.

THE SEC WF STATE FOR ENERGY said that work was proceeding in the same
Tmber of Pits as on the previous day but heavy picketing had so far prevented

full Production starting at 2 of the pits which had been operating normally.
Therehad been a further increase in the total number of miners reporting for
York, Some 500, 0
Pits before the end

s of coal were expected to have been moved from working

week, by rail and road. The atmosphere both inside
of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) at the
Previoug day's meeting National Executive Committee (NEC) had been very
members of the NEC, together with some press

representatives, had been as d; 55 pickets had been arrested and 21
Policemen injured, It was tho
1% minepg but no positive proof had, as yet, emerged as a result of arrests.
Tt hagq been reported that, despite the call for a national ballot being ruled
"** 9 order by the President of the NUM ygder Rule 43 (on the grounds that a
“#%ional strike call had to be made bef e question of a ballot could be

dlscussed), 13 moderates had been able to

ang
that the moderates would be seeking adv
Puling.

at many in the crowd outside NUM HQ were

te their support for a ballot
the legality of the President's

embers of the NEC

ate Conference

i:urzscpro?dble that pressure by militants on mod
Mg :ntlnue up to and during the Special Nationa
conierior 19 April; mass p%cketing wag likely to continue at selected .
Coa] Boaes’ for selected shifts., He understood the Chairman of the National
*d (NCB), who was due to hold a press conference later that morning,

intge
fded to keep the temperature of the dispute low, whilst e

thop
. ® ¥ho wanted to work to return to their pits. An additiony
Oor miners
E

f

ast to report for work on 16 April would be the prospect o

STe .

i r'hollday pay being made available to those who worked during
* days of that week.




SECRET | AND PERSONAL

e constitutional position regarding the announced intention of agking the M
@ial National Delegate Conference to change the NUM rules so that only @ ‘

(rather than 55 per cent) majority would in future be needed for @

. :acted
strike to be called, was unclear, A similar resolution was rejec

Annual Conference of the NUM and it was understood that the NUM

permit the matter to be considered again for two yearsj &%

led
*nsider the subject at the 1983 Annual Conference 124 been U

: t
out or ordér. The moderates would probably be seeking legal advice On tha

rules

attempt

matter also.

THE PARLIAMENTARY

that on the previou

46 that day; under normal circumstances

on a Thursday and Friday;' The PreVious a6 .
e coal train®

trains and they plann

coal trains would be sc

sent home for refusing to handl

those coal trains they expect

3 guards and 1 signalman
t
BR intended from now on to ed to g€

through.

THE MINISTER OF STATE, HOME OFFICE, said that some 1500 police had been
depioyed the previous day in the vicinity of the NUM HQ in Sheffield.
had occurred after most of

better prepared agains? ’
ss picket of the day ha

r
would be important fo
about pits where

so that appro

»

. 4 91

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY, said that the British Stet
A e
Corporation (BSC) expected to be able to supply the United Kingdom mark

. - cutha’
until the end of May, if necessary at the expense of exports, wte .
of 10 per cent in production - mainly at their Scunthorpe work

The

agsaults on some moderate members of th

the pickets had dispersed. The police wo
such tactics in the future. Elsewhere the
been at a colliery in the Lancashire coalfiel
Chief Constables to have the earliest possible

jate
miners seeking to return to work might report for S

policing arrangements could be made.

management were becoming concerned at the way arrangements made

own unions and the NUM and the railway unions, to ensure continuinl

of coal and coke, included conditions which management would find

unacceptable and which might be a cause of future difficulty in the

industry.
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PRIME MINTSTER summing up a short discussion said that the Government

1d continue for the time being to keep a low profile and avoid any
‘¥t or action that would possibly be used by Mr Scargill or other
ants to further their cause. FEvery effort must continue to maintain
er throughout the coalfields in the face of increasing proveocation

and some leaders of the NUM, The Group would meet again on

The Group =

Took note
their disc

o
. “{3

pproval of the Prime Minigter's summing up of

ns!
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