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USTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

The

considered a number of oral reports.
THE
& P ARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, said
a . . g .
i v 45 collieries had been in full production that day (one more than on
e .
Previous Friday morning and three more than on the previous Friday after-
Noon ).
n), 6 more were producing some coal and some men were at work at

re idle. In spite of a number of rallies during the

miners had reported for work than on the previous
ly in Lancashire and the South Midlands, although

® Prospect of quali
ome mep, |

or the Easter holiday pay might have influenced

Picketing ha ed that morning and there had been more than

100 s .
Pickets at 6 pits. N ting had been reported at power stations.

ts :
(BR)eemed likely that fewer coal trains would run that day - British Rail

estimateqd just over 40. Non co-operation by members of two railway

unj q
18 had been responsible for a reduction of about one third in the total

comparison with the early days

485000 tonnes of coal had

“lount of coal now being moved by tra
| lme:hZOStrike; during the previous wee
mathm:Ed by road and rail. 0il burn ha eached 75 per cent of

0, 5, and should reach maximum by the end current week. It was
ontep, clear exactly how matters would devel he Special Delegate
lifwas‘nce gSDC) of the National Union of Minew (NUM) on 19 April.

. POssible that moderates would challenge th »itutional propriety

any attempt . L :
mpt to change the rules concerning the majority required for a

Succe
S$tul national strike ballot from 55 to 50 per cent. Any vote on

such .
mft;a Motion at the SDC would be likely to provide the required majority

ecessarily
The

w y
Meqy, O thirgs in favour of the proposed change but that did
that a national strike ballot would be called soon ther

1:1:::):::1 Coal Board (NCB) would be maintaining their campaign e 't]f.la‘t
(QOSureSOf the NUM remained fully acquainted with the facts rele pit
‘““kforcEetc. It would also be useful for the NCB to point out to

C that once they had voted to give their union's National Exec

ommittee the

enq 4 power to call a strike they would have no right to a vote
1 L]
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had enSured

HOME SECRETARY said that once again policing arrangements

: f
all miners who wanted to work had been able to enter thelr place ©

d been thre€

A disturbing new development over the past few days ha
rdale colliery

w

incidents of damage to colliery equipment; at Silve X
. den
% conveyor belt were likely to cost some £50,000. The incid

a
were bef®z Investigated. An opposition MP had been arrested earlier th
jery in County

sep

repai

during picket line disturbances at Deerness private coll

Durham.

011
EPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY confirmed a previo®™ §

the
tion had been reduced by only 10 per cent and ¢
en
BSC) expected to meet all domestic requlrem

. Steel supplies from Europe were 1ikely *
Coal and

des

THE MINISTER OF
report that steel
British Steel Corpor
until at least the end

be affected by industrial n in a number of EEC countries.

coke supplies were getting * to BSC's major steelworks at Teesi
Port Talbot and Llanwern; 2 ifis per day were currently running o

uifed

Ravenscraig but a further 600 plus tonnes of coal per week would be T -u;the
i

if a reduction in production was to be avoided; despite an &Feementw 4 to
hop€

NUM adequate supplies were not yet re Scunthorpe, but it was
tie®
overcome the problem before a shutdo 6 necessary. No qifficul

over supplies had been reported by priva

THE PRIME MINISTER summing up a short discus
receive every encouragement in their continuin
were clear about the issues involved; it would

during the period leading up to any national strik

called for miners to know that a 'Yes' vote would effectively hand.overtw
absolute control of a strike, including the decision on when t0 end lt’qﬁy I
Mr Scargill and that the high level of coal stocks would mea e cert?

of a long strike. Government Ministers and spokesmen must v toeimat'

maintain a low profile and care must zontinue to be exercised

action by management outside the coal industry did not.imperil

of 0il or unnecessarily risk widening industrial action being take

0
unions. No additional arrangements should be made at present for M

ality of 1P

direct approaches to employers in order to improve the qu ¢ in

h
about the effects of the dispute on industry. Some information oug
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a
wy Case to be available through the NCB's management concerned with sales

d Marketing, Any comment made as a result of current press speculation

t the Possible use of servicemen to move pithead coal stocks should

ed on a written answer given on 9 April to a question by Mr Nellist
7| ether the Ministry of Defence had "made specific preparations for

mi] j .
i 1 ﬁd to the civil power in connection with the current dispute in the

d1 Coal mi . i ks
industry". The Minister of State for the Armed Forces had
Teplieg

that no such preparations had been made. The Group would meet again

On
l WEdnesday 2D April unless events required a meeting later in the
Current Week, i

n Lch case the Home Secretary would take the chair.

The Group - 6}\

$

| T?Ok note, with 1, of the Prime Minister's summing up of their
dlScussion. g
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