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TRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

The

considered a number of oral reports,

T M

a 5 TARY UNDER~SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY said that,
t .

Nat-he Special Delegate Conference (SDC) held on 19 April, the rules of the
1 .
°tal Unjon of Mineworkers (N'UM) had been amended to reduce from

5
Per cent to 50 pr cent the majority required in a ballot for national

Stry .
ke action, than call a ballot, however, the SDC had passed a motion

In g
UPPort of the r decision by the NUM National Executive to promote
ion on a regional basis. Following the SDC, the

the NUM had called on their members not to

Notss. .

Nevertheless, of available for work, 12 had worked normally,

anq
5 Lly one had decided t e. Pits were also working in Staffordshire,
ca \ » I
fu lshlre, Leicestershire, W shire, North Wales and Cumbria. That day,
a .
Pouy 1y 4o, P1ts were working normally and there was some production at 6 others,

5 Otherg in South Derbyshire were still on holiday. Where pits were working
€t

urn

=out of workers was encouraginglaghigh. Supplies from open-cast

“Perat;,

: icted by pickets, although some
uppliEQ

18, however, remained severly

Continued to be moved to custo

N

t::]: o1 004?-1 at power stations had fallen previous week by 0.8 million
ah°llld.b Taklng into account the effect of maxi Llburn, which

rem&inede attéined in the course of the week, th of consumption

Coa] Consistent with endurance up to the Aut million tonnes of

h
ad been moved the previous week, 0.3 million of them to power stations:

Wee ‘Veries to power stations could be improved to 0.5 million tonnes per
' ®0durance would extend to February 1985,
& 0
et
Place 28 of the Coal Industry National Consultative Council ing
t
°ther hat, day, attended by the National Coal Board_(NCB) and t unions
t
Wou) 4 tan the NUM, The NUM had declined an invitation to attend. eeting

ed

> 3

d.

'Scuss the possibility of rephasing the restructuring measure
e |

‘Urrent year. The Chairman of the NCB, Mr McGregor, had indid

Meeting of the Council during the previous week that he would be

% the

1
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red to have such a discussion. The NCB had made clear both at the

uce
v subsequently that acceptance by the unions of the need 10 red

. 4 for
cap y 4 million tonnes and manpower by 20,000 was a precondltlaﬂ

nt
any r g. It was possible that Mr MacGregor might make a statemf e
C He was clearlng.

g fOT
Mr MacGregor a form of words about the offer of discussions on rePhaslng )i

: . | rnood
use in connection with a Private Notice Question for answer that afte

on the ome of the meeting in the course of the day.

his answer, he pwed to state the number of pits and men currentl

to compare them Wi e position before Easter, and to make brief b:
both to the consul s which the NCB continued to offer the NUM and
events at.the SDC on

questions, he would m

il. If necessary, in response to supp piced
af fi
tear that current stocks of coal were S

for the endurance of a st asting many months.

ind

grat?

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR MT said that between 40 and 45 codl e
c

by 8
were expected to run that day. Only 3 were reported to be held up bY ffered
0
by railwaymen sympathetic to the miner's strike. Virtually all coal

_ @ 3 81,.meﬂt.
g e
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND said that, though his p-bion
o

were not making detailed enquiries of indusfifidl consumers, the 11

available suggested that the position was br changed and th
problem had emerged since before Easter. This nfirmed by the The
tion of British Industry, who had consulted a s

their members:
position in the steel industry remained much as bef

to British Rail was being delivered.

. e
Production th e’
- st q
the fir bov®

¢ had bee? >
at H”nter

previous week had been 94 per cent of average for a week in
of the year and production levels at Teesside and Port Talbo

the average. Deliveries of imported coal and coke had been@

and Teesside.

THE MINISTER OF STATE, HOME OFFICE said that those miners who Wi
their places of work had continued to be able to do so. The heavl
that morning was at Bolsover and Cresswell in North Derbyshire. !
Nottinghamshire had been relatively light, though mbre pickets we

ol
than at the same time the previous week., All picketing had been Te€P
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‘eful, 500 demonstrators had been reported outside Lincoln Prison, where

ers were being held on remand after being rearrested for a second
of obstruction while on bail on a similar charge. The demonstrators

Lthdrawn, but there were reports that the local Labour Party

jtb Aurther demonstration that afternoon.
oY
, THE MINISTER oF STATE, SCOTTISH OFFICE said that there had been little
ing! :;i;ficant change since before Easter in Scotland, except at one pit in
ce’ N ::: where Wting had prevented maintenance staff from entering and
ere was Gger that the coal face would be lo.st.
pt i foll‘“"ing were thil m points made in discussion -
% The President eral Secretary of the NUM were reported to
\E be in Nottinghamshire ?y seeking to rally support for the strike.
0B It woulq be necessary toWbe alert for any change in the position there.
ged
b. It was important that discussions between the NCB and unions about
the POSsible rephasing of closur uld not lead to an erroneous public
lile”t J.'m];":"’*sﬂioll that no further clbsur d be required in future in
) Additjopn to those planned for the c ‘ear, (Considerable numbers
rlouf ould, in fact, be required for the f t of the Board's financial
2 strate&?- On similar grounds it would b sirable for’the impression
0 to be €lven that the undertaking by the N compulsory redundancies
' the current year extended indefinitely to
tef Ty F
¢ Priy MJNISTER, summing up the discussion, said that in his answer to the
W’ ‘llles::: Notice Question that afternoon and in replies to supplementary
ns

take » the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Depa of Energy should
aCgq

as 4 Nt of the need for the Government to avoid being r
| Par
tﬂ‘ Bivey, % to the dispute, of the content of the oral reports ad been
t
| the ° the Group, and of the points made in discussion. For th
| OthOme

s al] th of the Special Delegate Conference of the NUM on 19 Apr
e More

lmportant to maximise endurance, not only by oilburn an
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the Scottish interconnector, but also by achieving higher levels of
eries to power stations. The Secretary of State for Energy should

- 1
ate and report on whether there were any obstacles to moving cod
He should

er stations from stock at pits which remained open. 3
ans

igate and report on whether it would be possible by any M€
increase ies from open-cast workings.

The Group -

. of
ith approval, of the Prime Minister's summiDg ug gtate!
d invited the Parliamentary Under-Secretaly

to be guided accordingly. '

i Took n
their discus
Department of

2. Invited the Se of State for Energy to report on =

. whether the any obstacles to moving coal tortge
power stations fro »,&t pits which remained open; ai
s

7 .-03'9
b. whether.it was sible to increase supplies from OPel

workings.

Cabinet Office

26 April 1984
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