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‘T Al .
ARY 1, The Cabinet were informed of the business to be taken in the

House of Commons during the following week. There was a need for an
ngs& €arly debate on Hong Kong following the Foreign and Commonwealth
C;;D SeCretary‘s visit to Peking and the colony. There would, however,
<:::>ge considerable difficulties, not least for the delivery of

Qvernment legislation to the House of Lords, in arranging a debate
Qégés following week, and it was envisaged that the debate would be

nged for the week of 14 May.
§he Cabinet -

note.

o g
| 8 2. THE NYNISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTE OFFICE
R (BARONESS YOUNG), said that the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary

ghng 3 visited Peking from 15 to 18 April and Hong Kong from 18 to

. 29 April, 1In P he had had talks with the Chinese Foreign _
Sﬁt%s M1nister, Mr Wu -an, the Head of the Hong Kong and Macau Office
g e °f the State Coun fr Ji Pengfei, the Chinese Prime Minister,

Emﬁ 15ty Mr Zhao Ziyang, an hairman of the Central Advisory Committee of
& one 'he Chinese Communist 75y, Mr Deng Xiaoping. The atmosphere of the

talks had been good. (Czrgbstance the Chinese had been predictably
tough, Although they 4“; gcribed the British draft Agreement as

Unac::epr_able and pressed .26 erits of their own draft, they had
28reed that both drafts s .’

d )remain on the table for further
discussion, They had showiNZig/flexibility on the various outstanding
1Ssues to be covered in the £g®eePent, but Mr Deng Xiaoping had made
a0 important concession on \'4-4 able by agreeing that the aim
Shoul g be to arrive at an agreed‘&#’ of the Agreement by September,
a%1°wing time for Parliamentary qe¥§é§ration in November and :
Slgnature by the end of the year. “fheRiming of ratification remained
© be discussed. Mr Deng Xiaoping o said that China intended
to station a garrison in Hong Kong aft 7 of the same proportions
as the Present British garrison in ord 0 demonstrate Chinese
SDV?rEignty. The Foreign and Commonwea Secretary had registered
Serious British concern at this intention. On transitional arrange-
MeNnts prior to 1997, the Chinese, in response to the British suggestion

that the proposed joint committee of official§€§§§§1d meet in Peking

ratbef than in Hong Kong, had suggested meetins tating between
Ceklng; Hong Kong and London. In Hong Kong, th 'gn and
°Mmonwealth Secretary's public statement about petOarse of the
Negotiations with the Chinese, in which he had madesaf/clear that a

cD“?inuaticn of British administration after 1997 wag fﬂ:ﬁéely to be
chleVable, had been received soberly, and the unoffidtt'-

A%
h € Executive Council had expressed appreciation for the ness he
s;d Shown in his talks with the Chinese. But prices had

ar

Ply on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange and the Governor }

Much underlying concern on the issues of nationality, right
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Settlement in the United Kingdom and the long-term future of the
Public service and the police. The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary
C§§§ believed that his visit to Peking had opened a new phase in the '
Negotiations with the Chinese in which there would be a need to
Cﬁ?i Maintain tactical flexibility.

E PRIME MINISTER, summing up a short discussion, noted that the
reign and Commonwealth Secretary would be consulting his colleagues
his return to the United Kingdom about the next steps. The risk
immediate confrontation with the Chinese had been successfully

I'®d but very difficult issues remained to be resolved.

ntary attention was likely to focus on the question of access
nited Kingdom for those wishing to leave Hong Kong. There

to be some pressure on the Government to show flexibility

e, which would have to be resisted. But it was clearly
the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary should make an

rt to Parliament in the light of his visits to Peking and

°ng Kong, and that Parliament should have an opportunity to debate it.

hew: THE MINISTER OF
Qifus °llowing a meetil
;%?ﬂw; Ambassador .and the
by, L3¢y, - ad been 2 meeting 1
iy, 51 Swiss State Secretary
o the British Governmen
6 Apriy, Senor Caputo hie
£0 ‘establish a dialogue w
‘lmse] f willing to meet the
‘formally at any time. But
It would be better to start wi
€Ime. Subject to the agreement e President of Argentina,

Se“°r'Alfonsin, (which was still é¥@ifed) Senor Caputo had agreed

that the Swiss should take the ini Eééggﬁ to arrange such a meeting
e

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, said that
Buenos Aires on 19 April between the Swiss
ine Foreign Minister, Senor Caputo, there

gn and Commonwealth Secretary
pdd accepted Mr Brunner's advice that

On,the understanding that there sho o fixed agenda and no
pr1°r,dec1arations or preconditions. 1d"not envisage a formal
Tgentine reply to the British message\{ The Foreign and Commonwezlth
1Ce was now giving careful consideration to the outcome of the
ar1§ meeting. If it were decided to go ahead with the proposed
Meeting in Berne, it would be necessary to res the British
underStanding that sovereignty could not be df€cukksed, either now or
3ter, and to meke it clear that if the Argen ught to raise
the Subject the talks would cease.

¢ THE MINISTER oF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICY,
'?qu 2 land Islands Civil Commissionér, Sir Rex Hunt, had #f¢€pked the
Vernment's offer of help in setting up a Commission of i
v S € Tecent fire at the King Edward Memorial Hospital at ?hapley.
Sth €veral of the Commissioners were being appointed from outS§Gea
SO as to.ensure that justice was seen to be done, and
ajesty's Inspectorate of Fire Services was in Port Sta
ating the technical aspects of the cause of the fire.

hns' Islangs
°f Her M
anestig
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v,
Commission of Inquiry would start public hearings on 24 May and an
announcement to this effect would be made shortly. Fire precautions
cjg§§ in other places of public assembly in the Falkland Islands would be
Subject to expert review. An interdepartmental group of senior
Cﬁﬁi officials, under Foreign and Commonwealth Office chairmanship, had
<::j> been established to co-ordinate policy in relation to the
dministration of the Falkland Islands.

Ono § :
(F‘us %
Jim é§§§§ISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE, said that the

i 'y 4

gi““s EY S problem had entered a new phase following the exchange of

Zyé“me: Am adors" between Turkey and Northern Cyprus, as a result of

ﬁq}35ﬂ1 whic Government of Cyprus had appealed to the United Nations

Turkisn ation of Security Council Resolutions. The Security
Counciy ate which was due to begin on 1 May was unlikely to be

m““hnns Securj ncil on 19 April against what they described as flagrant
y 10l
b

helpful. The Government's objective would be limited to securing a

Resolution for@ziéff the United Kingdom could vote.
e THE MINISTER OF § OREIGN AND COMMONWEALTE OFFICE, said that
Iy, Ous io?tGCt had been re with the representative in London of the
ﬂ&“me; Union for the Total dence of Angola (UNITA) following his
ﬁuulsui Teturn fropm Angola wi uthoritative reply from the UNITA

g proposal to send an emissary to the
e release of the British hostages.
the emissary would be a senior
wealth Office and the UNITA

e British hostages would be
‘#f' om with him. No date had vet
s i ut it would take place as

'ﬁwe%cnS, U;;ger5hip to the Governg

A headquarters to se&
n accordance with UNITA J“? ;
official of the Foreign and Kok
TePresentative had confirmed \ohés
8llowed to return to the United
€en agreed for the emissary's
Soon as possible.

| o
The Cabinet - ﬁ(

Took note.
éﬁmn?
N
3“~S % THE MINISTER OF STATE, FOREIGN AND COMMO " H OFFICE
iﬁ“it tBARONESS YOUNG), reported that Commissioner Da¥jfren was continuing
“E“tay‘ no WO?k on his idea for a proposal to promote so ement in the
b teg nd fsg°tlations on the reform of the Community's finX He had had
Eg%m CoithEr meetings with the French and had discussed his
“ngq i leagues on 25 April. He recognised, however, tha \Rrogress was
he 3 €ly before the Prime Minister's meeting with the Frent: esident
i?%uq th 4 M?Y- The United Kingdom's zim would be to seek to
“Eﬁn& toe €x1sting measure of agreement on the system of'compe
.}:}15- lq_make progress at the Council of Ministers (Foreign Affa
5 Hyg: “Ch 15 May. While it was not clear whether the French Presid nted
*HEEOns, °" agreement before the European Parliamentary elections, it e

t ‘ g .
s the Unitegd Kingdom's advantage to reach a settlement during
€nch Presidency. On the expected shortfall of 2.7 billion ecu
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€aling with this by means of a loan from member states. The United
Kingdom would continue to insist that economies must be made to keep

ﬁé;; : ;he Community's 1984 budget the Commission had made a proposal for
C;;% €xpenditure in 1984 within the existing budgetary provision and to

Press for a close examination of the justification for the Commission
Oposal, in order to ensure that the eventual solution was at the
©St possible cost to the United Kingdom.
he Cabinet -

note.

e\ %

o TI:IE MINT® OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD reported that following
%t“s' his discd«ﬁion with colleagues after Cabinet on 12 April his Ministry
iw?n%: and the Milk Marketing Board had written to milk producers about the

: Sth milk quota/super levy scheme giving them their provisional delivery

G Hopg Uotas for the rom 2 April 1984 and explaining that a reserve
Guantity had be aside which would be allocated later to deal
With special cases was, however, unable to make his full
1Spositions becau ommission were being dilatory in agreeing the
detaileg rules of th e. He had sent a message to

Commissioner Dezlsager ising the need to make progress and
Ommissioners were dis ] the relevant document that day.

The Cabinet -

Took note.

| \\‘RFP ‘&I R S % 2
X T in the Iranian Consulate in

THE HOME SECRETARY said that

e

f%:; Logdon_hgd been.occupied tbat morni @ne_Ira?ian students who
iq%?1 s: barricaded themselves in. There W d;cgtlons tyat.the
=ﬁ1%&n peUdents were unarmed and the prospect <3§épendlng the incident
”qwai acefully appeared good.

LSy . THE HOME SECRETARY said that in his statement in
x%nln E;e Previous day he had described the sequence of ©

€ shooting incident at the Libyan People's Bureau

Heuse of Commons
following

i
N

ames's
QW%S duare on 17 April in which & woman police constable Kgd\bwen killed.
ﬁ?qc . € indications were that the current negotiations would to the
sl AR €tur J

e 1y, Liy D of all British diplomatic personnel and their dep¥
Rl ith L Y28, and the departure from the United Kingdom of all LIy
ey s, ficial personnel, by the deadline of midnight on 29/30 Ap
B GOVErnment had set. Until that had been achieved the si

Temaineg delicate. A Libyan Deputy Minister, Colonel Shaibi,
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London conducting the negotiations on the Libyan Government's behalf
and discussing the modalities for the Libyans' departure. Although
there was still much uncertainty, it was hoped that British Embassy

Cﬁﬁ) dependents and some female junior staff would leave Libya that day;
that the Ambassador and male members of the staff would follow
shortly; and that the Libyans would leave the United Kingdom in

gés on the following two days. It would be important to synchronise
departures so as to ensure that no British official personnel
iyied in Libya as potential hostages. Arrangements were in hand
t - rrogate the Libyans before their departure but this could not
be ggéiéted upon if the Libyans refused. It had been agreed not in
effecy discriminate between diplomatice and non-diplomatic
Persd rom the Libyan People's Bureau; nor could Libyan diplomatic
bags of ge be opened. But all Libyan official buildings in
London qgggnbe secured by the police after the Libyans' departure
d

and would\yease thereafter to enjoy any diplomatic immunity. Italy
ag dgreed to act as protecting power for the United Kingdom in Libya
an

Saudi Arabia would act for Libya in London. It was hoped that

two British con officials would be able to continue to operate

from the ItalialE ssy in Tripoli; in that event it would be

Decessary to allow Libyen officials to do the same from the Saudi
Arabiap Embassy i , 1f the Libyan Government so requested,
Provided that the o ¢ nominated were acceptable. All applications
ited Kingdom were being closely scrutinised.
ed serious questions about the operation

a Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

and enforceability of the”y
: €se questions would be ¥ex
. €Cretary, who would be co 2

@PPropriate international fofdai® any changes.
The Cabinet - %2

Took note. <§;9

o
B, ﬁ
0,3 R

‘;‘IR AL :
\\~S i' THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY orted to the Cabinet on the
A ;8test position in the coal industry dispute. The Cabinet's discussion
o 031 lg

\%&v recorded separately.

x:‘cim}s

r;i;ﬁte:

b 1 1

Ff“siith
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THE PRIME MIN
about the Gov
the subject o

ISTER said that Ministers were likely to be questioned

ernment's attitude to the suggestion, which had been
f widespread speculation in the media, that

:i Mr Robert Maxwell might acquire ownership of The Observer. Such an

acqul}sition would be referable to the Monopolies and Mergers
muission (MMC) unless the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
satisfied that a reference could lead to the closure of the

pPaper. No formal application had been made to the Government
ni

ng the possible acquisition; and public statements by
MIDES Qe s should go no further than drawing attention to that fact.
11 ation were made, the Secretary of State for Trade and
Induspfr would be free to consult his colleagues about any general
Guest f public pelicy interest that it might raise; but whether

e a reference to the MMC was a decision for which he had
nsibility.

Or not
Sole reg

'The Cabinet -

Took note

Cabinet Office

26 April 1984
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LIMITED CIRCULATION ANNEX

0
®, o
A

C;;Q CC(84) 16th Conclusions, Minute 5
<:§;;> Thursday 26 April 1984 at 10.00 am
O
BN (
B THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that on 19 April the National
}t‘ hHIOn of Mineworkers (NUM) had held a Special Delegate Conference. This
c%:a ad_aPProved ar ion in the majority required to authorise a national
try Strike from 55 fdr dént to a bare majority, but had not proposed to arrange
ey @ National ballo ead, the Delegate Conference had endorsed the
fﬁéwﬂ p°1?°Y of the unio ional Executive of trying to achieve a
Q{“te: 2at1°nal strike thro ocal action. Heavy pressure had been brought
y, ISty oo bear on the Nottin ire area to join the strike. The President
Wy Slop 1L the NUM, Mr Scargil the General Secretary, Mr Heathfield, had
L °Ured the area the previo y to reinforce this pressure, but it

appeéred to have been ine e: the great majority of pits in the
”wottlnghamshire area conti work normally. In the country as a
ole, there were encouragin that miners were losing enthusiasm

agg the strike. 46 pits were ihg normally, two were close .to this,
aE a8 further four were produci some c9a1. Over 500,000 tons
of coal had been moved the previ . The railways had found ways

1 refavoldlng or overcoming the diff created by staff.who had

g Used to allow movements of coal tr and were now moving virtually

iii ;he coal offered to them. It wo a mistake to try to increase

5 3V§1 of c?al deliverie% by.special res which might provoke .
5 Sstr1§1 action by the railway trade ons: It'was understood that

€argill intended shortly to meet thos® unions in an attempt to persuade
€ to restrict coal deliveries.

32?}“8 the previous week there had been a meetiﬂf'fh the coal industry's
andlonal consultative council, attended by the Natfvnal Coal Board (NCB)
v two of the industry's three trade unions: t 1%““& had refused to
hade' In response to questions, the Chairman of tbe B, Mr MacGregor,
S81d that the Board was willing to discuss the -a?) of the pit
g~ . an

SSure Programme. This had been represented by the --K; i

eﬁaggerﬂtEd way as a major concession. RepresentativesA 2 NCB had
._°Séquently reaffirmed Mr MacGregor's offer and had made lear that
4 exten§Ed to the NUM., Mr Scargill had publicly refused ke part
reszny discussions which contgmplated closuFe of p%ts with le
iSch9§- The NCB would continue to emphasise their willing ho}d
Ussions with all three trade unions, and were preparing a antial

Paper outlip
SEI’louS ].y un

ing the excellent prospects for the industry provi

economic capacity was eliminated.
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any impression that the Government was dismayed at the prospect of a
lengthy coal strike. The current warm weather was reducing electricity
Consumption; and the electricity generating system could withstand a
€oal strike for many months. There were clear signs that the NUM
leadel‘Ship was beginning to doubt whether it could succeed in its aims.

N
.
EEE In a1] public statements it would be important to continue to avoid

HOME SECRETARY said that the police were maintaining law and order
Msfactorily. All those miners who wished to work were able to do so.

RETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that there were no
significant difficulties being experienced by coal-using

ind %;igs. Coal had been getting through to steel works in limited
Eugnt and the works were maintaining 2 reasonable, though slightly
€duce

N\£vel of production,

THE PRI INISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the Government
Should maj tain its existing stance, that the dispute was internal to
the ¢oalmining industry - and indeed, to a considerable extent, internal
to the NUM - and t the Government was not involved. The fact that
the Labour Partxgigg)called on its members to give financial assistance

to ?h? NUM showe a\some of the Government's opponents wished to
Politicige the dis the Government should do nothing to facilitate
or €ncourage that. ;;q’

¢ comment by Ministers should continue to stress

ex:z miners earned a-:jig?;erage wages; that the taxpayer had financed
DSlve investment i\«

:urrently faced compuls

oalmining industry; that no coalminer
-ry“;pundancy; and that extremely generous
S Were available to tk$gedccepting voluntary redundan?y. It'would
e 851ra§1e to stress tha»(!’ tance to the call for strike action
Not limited to the Nott: y-"'%ire area: 1in answer to a Parliamentary
Questjon the previous day, tha(Periyamentary Under Secretary of State,
€Partment of Energy, had give ‘:V: list of areas where pits were

Stil] working,

| The Cabinet - C<;;§>
Took note. g;
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