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INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY :Q
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Onsidered a number of oral reports.

ca@
dupiy F STATE FOR ENERGY said that both deliveries and attendance
g i*

t
700 000 8 us week had been the best since the strike began. Nearly
’ tO

StatiOns

consum ers

fnes of coal had been delivered, about 450,000 of them to power
There had been virtually no shortfall in deliveries to industrial

Attendanc or that day was higher overall than at the same time

11 numbers of miners had attempted to go back to

s in North Derbyshire and one in South Wales:

Bet gpg Derbyshire pits and six into the other. The
e
toy rk s Tecent deve s was that the same number of pits continued
o
™mally, the same n ontinued in partial production and the

had increased by two.

Scar .

g1l

hagq Cap 1 had announced that afternoon that the National Coal Board (NCB)
c

el _
betweEn h ey meeting which had been arranged for the following day

&cting ‘mself and My MacGregor through o
asg :
Mo Scap M intermediary. The true reas

f the smaller mining unions

the cancellation was

Clllvg ..
be abay o lnsistence that, as a pre-con , all planned closures should

On Eher:rn‘(e:l; Mr MacGregor was currently mee e Opposition spokesman

after"&rds . € Rt Hon Stan Orme MP) but would b ing a press conference
O Put the record straight on the reaso the cancellation.

4 Prg

Were :Z:iv?d arisen because some miners who had volun‘A for redundancy

they Woul g g the capital sums due to them, but not the income support that

“'hile the Ilorma]_ly receive in addition. This could not legally be paid

Papy of

the
the Nec o G"Vernment and NCB, it was necessary to give an as

that
Ssa .
t&ken . ty action, including legislative action if necessary, be
en
fuy o SUre that the miners concerned would eventually receive

Ntit
lement, under the code. ’

Minerg concerned were on strike. To maintain good faithon the
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signs that morning of a desire to return to work, though very 1imited;1
encouraging when taken together with the low rate of attrition on €0%

, the continuing flow of deliveries from working pits and from

3
imp d indications in recent speeches by Opposition spokesmen of

weake n Opposition support for the strikers' case.

THE HOME gw said that the police had been able to ensure that the .
small numbe of miners who wished to return to the two Derbyshire collier"e:
referred to by the Secretary for Energy had been able to do so. This had 70
been possible, however, at the Welshcolliery concerned, where a lack of

tentions of the men concerned had prevented the

prior knowledge of . ie

e
sources necessary to ensure that they colt s dation

easures taken by the police to counter int3r

had been well received.

deployment of the po
More generally, the sp

had received wide public
It had just been reported th

:ne
National Union of Mineworkers ﬁad been remanded in custody for ™
days following a breach of his pr®vious bail conditions.

; ers
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said that the application by memb o
: ion of

of the Nottinghamshire NUM for an injunc

strike as official by the national and co

g of success were

due to be heard on the following day. Thei -
s to mee?

uncertain., The General Council of the Trades ongress wa
on 2% May, when it was likely that the question

be discussed.

had
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said tha\;sée problems

been reported over supplies of coke for foundries and some industrial
of @

users of coal were reported to be incurring increased costs becaus€ 4ies"
ic

switch to imports or to alternative fuels. There were no majo
however, Although production by the British Steel Corporation

previous week had been 90 per cent of the average for a week in ¥
e bl

quarter, some difficulties were in prospect particularly over th
atisf@

coal required for Scunthorpe and Llanwern. It was likely that S X
arrangements for supplies could be negotiated in the case of L1anwert

there could be difficulties in doing so in the case of Scunthorpe:
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S 9

er
°n legal or on policy grounds. o
" TH@ PRIME
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RLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT said that,
s 1irst time in the dispute, more than 300 principal coal trains
Quring the last week., In addition, 360,000 tonnes of coal had been

% higy ad. 45 principal coal trains were expected to run that day,
that afy
Sty

for a Monday during the strike. A meeting was taking place

between the British Rail Board and union negotiators on
of the Board, Mr Reid, was hopeful that a deal could be

Ck
but the outcome was far from certain.

the foldowing were the main points made -

ue to be taken to maintain the flow of coal

ing imports. Scope for the expansion of imports
eir sensitivity in industrial relations
facilities which existed at the docks

- facilities at major ports where both

Visi *u .
bility and vulnerability, ympathetic action were high.

b, An

effective tactic of Mr Scargill's had been to mount a
the part of the NCB to the

closure proposals.

Sta

. ted attack alleging indifferenc

&nyructlon of jobs which would res
Schemes were in operation which

fing
UeW work, It would be to the advan e the Board to give

3N

The income support to redundant miners re
tary of State for Energy took the form of a
1°yment benefit which the redundant person would normally receive
Vhich was not payable while he was on strike. It should be made

ort

deg

elp redundant miners to

m0re

Public prominence to this informatio
C,
to by the

ment to the

‘ummp
byt
cle&r
dig that, any undertaking given in respect of this income
No
: aPply to the amounts which would normally be rece

enlDl
ith R benefit, payment of which to strikers would no

stified

MINISTER

n ¢
he Situation were occurring, they continued to work against t

summing up the discussion, said that, to the extent

tange

1Q

A

f
the strikers. Although this was encouraging, there was still
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ign of any major failure of support for the strike. Efforts ghould

: 1
ore continue to be made to deliver as much coal as possible from al
he rate

particularly to power stations; and if possible to reduce t
oal.was being consumed there still further. It was necesSaTY'to
ion to the problem raised by the Secretary of State for Ener&y
ents to redundant miners in a way which maintained the good
faith both e NCB and the Government, but which did not compromise the
principle that unemployment benefit or sums in lieu should not be Payable

to those on strike. The Secretary of State for Energy should agree€ with
the Chancellor of the Schequer how this difficulty should be solved and

report to the Grou

Vs Took note, with a
of their discussion.

The Group =

, of the Prime Minister's qumming UP

2, Invited the Secretary o! State for Energy to agree with the
Chancellor of the Exchequer and report to the Group a means 03? e
overcoming difficulties which had arisen over the payment of inco
support to redundant miners while retaining consistency with the

principle referred to by the Prime Wer in her summing up-

Cabinet Office

22 May 198k 0
o
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