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INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY
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ST
RIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

Two pits at one colliery in Lancashire were newly

coal. Despite reduced production due to the holiday, it was

ho
Ped ¢
O move ¢
Weel .
k‘ SOme COal . . .
to o w ng taken from stock and open cast operations continued
Oon

hat week 60 per cent of the amount of coal moved in the previous

tribute,
The . ‘!

" ay had been repeated that afternoon at the
Steel Corporation
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beetl C's) coking works at Orgreave. That morning had

Com :
Tele paratlvely quiet in of the arrest of Mr Scargill, who had been

Wag :::db:: dnconditional baiMun 10 July charged with obstruction. Coke
\mrEIG, Oong made at Orgreave and would eventually run out there. Stocks
Arn“%ement tonnes and weekly consumption at Scunthorpe 6,000 tonnes.

m%re S had been made for Scunthorpe to be supplied from imports when the

Ve
Stocks rap out. This would no

Operati(,n require a further major police
Queﬂ”‘P;e The Cfssation of coke moveme Orgreave would require very
Mrshargil Séntation, given the importance on picketing there by
§ L as a trial of strength. He would s handling with the

QQTEtary of

State for Trade and Industry and t irman of BSC.

Puy
t er

t

NatiOnal alks had been arranged to take place in co ?e shortly between the
C ; : :

Mrbhcmn Sal Board (NCB) and National Union of Minewdrkers (NUM). Mr Scargill,
e

rﬁwemE Y and mr Heathfield would attend for the union: the Board would be

: Nte . , .
it d by Sénior officers but not by Mr MacGregor, who took the view that
Woul ’

rt at this

b
Stage ; ° Preferable from a tactical point of view not to t
© th : . | .
SMMld : ® NCB had ln hand contingency plans to contact each 1rectly
it
Seem dppropriate to do so in the light of events at th

Thg
PARL
I
Orgreéwe AMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, HOME OFFICE said that pic at
. a . . . .
‘ﬂohnme ¢ not Come near to halting supplies from the depot in spite
p°“@e(; Workers at the plant had continued to go in. Though the use b
38 -

he Previous day of dogs, horses and riot gear had not been resor!Ld
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& ightly, the police were confident that they could continue tO copé-
ave should

clearly be disturbed if any cessation of supplies from Orgre  iets
1C
y the p

o be due to the success of violent tactics pursued there D

rters of

That 30 miners had entered Hobart House, the London Headqud 1 of
: . . . an
the NCB, ?cupled part of the Industrial Relations Section. The b
i

a Commiss aire had been cut during their entry. They had gained Possess;:n
of some papers, but these had apparently been no more than a posithn1repo .
which would have been released to the press later in the day in any eveﬂt:ce
there had been no access to sensitive papers: P:ll wher“
)

g at

NCB had confirmed

tsi
quested, though some arrests took place OUY

. din
athered, after the intruders left the buil

assistance had not
a number of supporter

noon.

ail
T said that the settlement of the T

; e
2 . ) P ln th
e spite of misleading suggest10nS €S
r requiremen

media that the British Rail Boar® had given way on productivity

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR

pay negotiations had been welc

The railways were able to move any coal offered.

In discussion the following were the mai@nts made .
: oh
. s mib
g1me
a. In the light of recent events, par ly at Orgreave, th s
: e : . . e €O
be right for civil action to be take st the NUM 1m . of the
. ch
The picketing at Orgreave was plainly ry and 1n hEes )mﬁ“t
1o
Code of Practice, to which the TUC had a under the EmP yld

Act 1980. There was good reason to expect

»Vll action €0 3

. on t
be successful and that it could be made to bite effectively thecﬂh
On

ouﬂd A

union's assets if a court judgement was not complied with.
p aunhy : r otb
hand, it was argued that civil action in the courts was 9

succeed and was subject to difficulties of proof. EV

was principally one of enforcement. In any event, T
action in the courts was in the first instance a matt

judgement of management in the industries affected.
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ey The holding of discussions between the NCB and NUM was being taken as

a0 indication that the strike might soon be settled and that the Board
ets

were Prepared to move. While strikers continued to have this
‘Mpression, any drift back to work would be arrested. There was

refore likely to be little advantage to the NCB in seeking
aicially to prevent the breakdown of talks if, as seemed likely,

n ’
| ¥ failed to establish a basis for a settlement acceptable to both
| Sideg,
The|
THEP
RI
f fOrE; ME‘MINISTER ing up the discussion, said that the Secretary of State
hé n
| theCh with the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry and
{% al . :
Toveq ‘Man of the e handling of the eventual cessation of coke
ent
hmre S from the Orgr epot. Recent events there, and in particular the
d8]
| di '8 extent to whic police had been exposed to violence, were
me’ Stllrb lng

earliest possible opportunity to consider

With th irrently being pr ;)y the Attorney General, in consultation
: € Home

dealing With . . . M . M M
Fhm“m.l the dispute, including the roles of the civil and criminal law.
lle .

Secretary and othd® Ministers concerned, on the tactical options
wmgha » 1t was important that the confidential discussions which the NCB
V]._n 4 .
tmane 8 With the NUM should be condu kilfully and sensitively and that
80tigts ] :
o She\m : 1ating brief of the NCB represe s should be clearly delineated.
| ulq

COnvene 4 meeting later that wee e Ministers chiefly concerned

to
QOHS .
lde
T further the prospects for the neg

48 of the NCB for handling the disput

to lons and their relationship
th
Le e pla

he longer term.

P

To . . P , .
ok Note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's summing up of their

digey

Ssion,
0
. Inyit

ubs Secretalted the Secretary of State for Energy to discuss with the
o1t *”ndlinry of State for Trade and Industry and the Chairm BSC the
| & of the eventual cessation of movements from the ve depot.
f
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