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STRIAL ACTTON IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

-0
th ; * OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that 41 pits were working normally
at day |

further -
of

considered a number of oral reports,
2 pits which had previously worked normally were on holiday. A
Pits were turning some coal, 3 at levels near normal. The number

m y .

on o 80lng into work was larger that day than on the previous day. At

e S ,

in COttish pit e 4 men had returned to work on 5 June, 27 had gone
tha.t morning. A

POver .

Bri 4 Station stocks, In of difficulties the previous day at the
1sh g

th Rail (BR) depot at

g ré®@gook, more coal had been moved than on
Prevyoyg Monday ,
A

ofm:e:i;g }.1&(1 taken place as expected on 8 June between representatives

My Mac(}ratlonal Union of Mineworkers and National Coal Bo?rd (NCB).

teny tegor had attended. Both he an wan had been surprised at the
O Which the NUM side, including

ex
ill, had appeared worried

anq
uIl - -

dig, A Pressure, After Mr Scargill had ‘o signs of willingness to
us ) ;

Ung,, & definition of exhaustion which migh nd in practice to the

igy Pits which the NCB wished to close, Gregor had thought it

t

they % offer the NUM a further meeting at whichSgheWcould put forward

r h

Plag PToposal g for such a definition, This furthe¥meeéting was to take

e

Was 11
1k

the . ®ly that the talks would break down at that meeting. Reports in
ed. 1 . . .

DI‘ODO la which gave the impression that the initiative formu

S
s lay with the NCB, rather than the NUM, were misle

t ; :
he following day. The view of the NCB negotiators was that it

cing new

sy

thiies:;ozs arising from an interview with Mr MacGregor in "Th
Coaln hat the Board was preparing to put to the NUM "a new p
" "Oth in giscussions with the NUM and in his interview with
®80r had maintained the line which the Board had been pressi

gh
capaci;ut the dispute both on closures and on the reduction of surplu

MrM

ac
thrg,

SECRET | o prrsonaL : &




AND PERSONAL
SECRET

SECRETARY F STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that 48 railmen had besmiis

. dle
e the previous day from BR's Shirebrook depot after refusing to hajl
co

good

tio

trains. Following an interruption of traffic during the day s
ad begun to run from the depot once more in the evening and @

of normal daily deliveries had finally been made. The pos!

pro
at th that day was close to normal,

trail®
Coal traffic to Llanwern had been interrupted that day after 4 coal 3
had run to the plant in the early morning. Large-scale deliveries ha
recommenced by tI@te af ternoon, however,

bee?”
THE MINISTER OF ST TRADE AND INDUSTRY reported that there had :

. g W8

no significant chang nupplies to steel works, Heavy plcketlng

8

t Flixborough and the other Trent port e
thoT?P

Corporationt's (BSC's) plant at Scun

THE PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, SCOTTISH OFFICE said i

movements by rail to the BSC plant at Ravenscraig were continuinge
m
ement to be necessary o

reported that day, how
through which the British

was being supplied.

were still below the level thought by mg

both the blast furnaces which were in
officials of the Iron and Steel Trades

plies to P°

reluctance to join in pressing the rail un or higher sup

allowed into the plant, had now agreed to do

Heavy picketing had been reported that day both

one coal depot in Scotland, with some arrests at e

The Secretary of State for Scotland had been invited at MISC

Meeting on 5 June to examine and report on whether transfers
from Scotland to England and Wales were being maximised.
was operating at or even slightly above its rated maximum dur
The amounts of electricity being transferred at night and at we

. C
were the maximum that the Central Electricity Generating Board (
could take,
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*Q“ n 4 :
& 1Scussion the following were the main points made,

a, Following the meeting on 8 June, the impression had been given

the media that the obligation for producing new proposals in the

S between the NUM and NCB lay with the Board rather than the union,
Ai@pression was both wrong and unfortunate., It was apparently due

la to misleading reporting by the media, The talks due to take

Place between the NCB and NUM on the following day would need even
Mo re careful public presentation by the Board than earlier rounds,

particularly g i as seemed likely, the outcome was a breakdown owing

to g failu e part of the NUM to bring forward constructive proposals,

b, The Possibi

mlght Offer a de

uld nevertheless not be ruled out that the NUM
of exhaustion which would in practice allow
the NoB to fulfil i ting plans for reductions of excess capacity
closure of unecon its, Mr Scargill would no doubt seek to
Present even this outcom victory for the strike. It would be
.l important that the hollowness of such a claim should be apparent
both o public opinion and in particular to the miners., This ought
0% t0 be difficult to achieve, paplicularly if, as was to be hoped,
" end to the strike on this ba

oy lnCrEasing numbers of strikers,

" PR < ‘
t MINISTER, summing up the discussio

he

ut,

bet,, *Ole of the further talks due to take p
€en

¢ the NUM ang cthe NCB, It was most import

preceded by a return to work

id that the Group awaited
the following day
th that the NCB should

O+
h&::i:: t; Stand firm on the essentials of their d that the Board's
the(“”mo; the talks should not allow the NUM the opportunity to misrepresent
&dtmted i to the presentational disadvantage of the Board. Th? Group
effecti‘,en » report by the Attorney General on means of incregasing the

ang intimiZSS.Of the enforcement of the criminal law to coun olence
efhhﬁdven atiuon; and the possible role of the civil law in r ting the

b gy, €8s of the strike (MISC 101(84) 2). Whether it woul ropriate

mmld 158 the report in detail at the Group'!s next meeting or su

GTml “Pend on the events of the next few days. For the present,

P h
Attorn “d noteq it as a full and helpful review of the issues which t@'

ey
y Geﬂeral had been asked to examine,
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