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Q’P tonsidered a number of oral reports.
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OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that 43 pits were working normally
urther 2 which would otherwise be working normally were on
ition, there were 7 pits producing some coal and a further

With 2
Wtery, e men in, In Scotland, Bilston Glen should produce some coal that
0o

hag @ for the first time since the limited return to work there

Movements of coal for the week so far were consistent with

weeks.

The
Tegul
&tional al monthly me d taken place on the previous day between the
Dep‘-lti Coal Board (NCB e National Association of Colliery Overmen,
es
Mapg 0d Shotfirers (NA nd British Association of Colliery

cGregy . e criticism of the interview with
bei’ore talkr which had been publi in "The Times" on 12 June, the day
(ug to reg S between the NCB and National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) were
Pitg . ‘me. Both NACODS and BACM were clearly worried about damage to

1 th .
an ® Strike continued and were anxio that it should be brought to

¢onclusion,
The
Neg

W

aeeking °Te aware that the British Steel Co
an jp s .

be thay " lnl-]l_l-lflctlon against the NUM. He und

llxlioma b 'S would be untimely and likely to swi

ion (BSC) were considering
the Board's view to

support of other

®hing tpe NUM.
e
“nder
st
‘rrg - °0d that the NCB were considering changes in their publicity
ent,
8 lett S« The Chairman of the Board had arranged to keep him informed.

er fr
l’*"‘3'111(1':_. ol the NCB to individual miners had been posted that morning. It

a
Strong paragraph on the danger that continuation of

bhy @trike
, 81 |
Ny cally damage pits. This was thought to be the subjec %)us

n
the Part of many striking miners. A further letter to

digt -
r
thuteq locally, was planned.
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thay TARY said that no large-scale picketing had been reported
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PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT said
s at Ravenscr®

ig
, in the 24 hours to 4.00 am that morning, the steel work

ceived 4 coal trains, double the daily requirement for the plaﬂt'
had received 4 coal trains and 6 coke trains. Railwaymen had

run trains that morning either to Ravenscraig or LlanwerTl

>

THE SECRE’LA STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that steel production

nne?
by the BSC for the previous week had been 267,000 tonnes, only 12,000 to
picketing 0F

or &

short of the target levels set before the strike occurred.

steelworks that morni@i was light. At Llanwern, the NUM had asked f
further meeting wit

Kked
sentatives of steel workers. BSC had been a8

. 00K
to agree that supplie not be moved by road before that meeting
place. They had agreed,@utighad made it clear that no agreement which
required either the bankin urnaces or a substantial reduction 1 o

ing®
them. The Corporation had made con®l

Tl
*S to move coal and coke to L1an¥e jjed

e plant was to be satisfactorily supopre
e

production would be acceptab
arrangements for the use of 3
They would need 50-60 lorries if

by road alone and double that number if it were necessary also

by road.

Plans at Ravenscraig to revert to arrange
be put into operation by that afternoon fol
to operate the coal trains due that morning.

foreseeable need t2 bank down furnaces at eithe
uld nee

1d be pruden’
o8 conditiol

interruption of supplies seemed likely, however,
a judgement soon, particularly at Llanwern, on when

to bank down furnaces so as to allow them to endure 1

In discussion the following were the main points made

a. The police were bearing the brunt of violence in the

In such circumstances it was increasingly difficult for the
public to understand why the civil lawwas not being invoked.
an injunction could not stop mass picketing immediately, it migh
do so in time through attrition of union resources due to qamage®

fines for non-compliance.
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On the other hand, it could be argued that recourse to the civil

law by employers at present would not offer any real reliéf to the
Olice ang would be likely to have unwelcome effects on the course of
dispute. It would tend to swing union support, which at present
I1vided and irresolute, behind the strike leadership and would run
of provoking sympathetic action on the railways and at other
points. There must also be some doubht about the ability
A s to gain effective access to NUM funds in the event of
Padyment of fines or damages.
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It was 1ike

the pressure for an independent inquiry or
Tediation woul

However the NUM's present intransigent attitude

made ;. .
® 1t impossib intervention by a third party could provide

4 re .
b Solution of th te which would be fair to the taxpayer and would
8 .
genulnely in the Qts of the coal industry in the future.
d,

It might be to the e of the NCB to proceed before the

is
Pute ended with closure o e of the most uneconomic pits. If

h&n
dled Sensitively in a way which demonstrated sympathy for the intereéts

of th.
B 98¢ who would continue to work in the industry, such closures
‘ght Succee

a d in eroding the constitu

of the strike leadership,

€mo .

0 UStrating the truth of the NCB!
un :

iy thdancy during the present tranche

Pig '8 way would, however, carry signi
8 P

Tequiring serious consideration.
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y 8i °f the dispute on the following day. They

guj ¢
supplies

On the fo

1 o

ance of no compulsory

sures. Handling closures

oindus trial relations

STER, summing up the discussion, said abinet would resume

. wish to discuss

t:CZt developments in picketing and in attempts to black coal

llow:el works, In the light of events, it might also be appropriate
1 day or subsequently to discuss further the plac&f the

an TR
4 civi) law in the dispute.
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