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TRIAL, ACTTON IN THE COAL TNDUSTRY

Teceived a number of oral reports.

THE g

ety OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that he understood that recent talks
eén

ad . ional Coal Board (NCB) and National Union of Mineworkers (NUM)
ent,
to be 'ed on a definition of exhaustion which would allow uneconomic pits
cl
°Sed by agreement. The NCB was arguing for a definition extending

10 ne

3 plts WhiCh wEre f d . . . . . h

Withe und, on engineering inspection, to be unable with or
ut fur'ther i

oty nt to yield beneficial production of coal. A definition
€ 3e 1ines was

inconsistent with Mr Scargill's declared public

DOSit.
lon
the " “0d he had r it., Full reports were not yet available following
nic .
shollld tusion of the 1 ession, but the parties had agreed that talks
Tesume on 18 July.
e | @ '
1nd 45 .40
tra‘nspo ative by NCB manageme A\Iorthumberla.nd and Durham to provide
rt j : . -
Neit Into pits for miners wishing to work had stimulated heavier picketing.

hEr
Wy serious incident nor any significant return to work had been

* The Board would continue to m buses available in these areas
Test of the week, at least. @

Pitg fuly

Drodu Y Working that day numbered 37, wi

i
Ney in:g S0me coal numbered 7 with a further

rther 8 on holiday; those

oliday; those with some

um :
T 4 i o bereq 3 with a further 1 on holiday. epresented an increase
Coq) hag . Number of pits producing some coal: t was Warsop, where
®en produced that day for the first time. A

S
re\riew ; ECRETARY said that the Attorney General's application for judicial

f
the ay Purporteq action by the South Yorkshire Police Authority to restrict
th thori‘by
¢

Stog) of the Chief Constable to incur certain expendi on policing
' e
n the fad been heard on the previous Friday. The case ha adjourned:
an -
! time, the Court had required the purported action by ority
Spended '

« Both he and the Attorney General were fully sati
s Which had achieved all their immediate aims. The South

Wt s
OTity was meeting on the following day.
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significant trouble had been reported from Orgreave, wher

1 had resumed that morning. Pickets, though present in 1arge

had arrived at )
11ie?

the

nunlbefS’

jved for the most part only after the lorry convoy
: 0
40 tminers had arrived for work that morning at Ellington €
1 . into
rland, but 37 had declined to cross picket lines to g° 1B

d done so had later been persuaded to come out agaill

the

in No

pit. 3
rail
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that levels of movement PY
by the

that day and on the previous Friday had been fairly satisfactory

'nOf _
s, Some problems continued with the operatlo imegﬂ

standards of rece &
) . ies |
shire. There were still no rail deliverl€

signal boxes in No

works at Llanwern an craig.

It had just been reported™t national dock strike from mid_m'.ght et dock-‘
night had been called in bo me and non-scheme ports by the natio?
committee of the' Transport an al Workers Union (TGWU). The reasgzeel
given for the strike call was the loading at Immingham by'the Brit;::: WU

po)

Corporation (BSC) of iron ore onto lorries bound for Scunthorpe. tho
e
constituted a breach of " the

| 0
elieved that this was I t
t thé

eﬂﬁﬁs

were understood to claim that this loadi
Dock Labour Scheme (NDLS), although the

case., The port employers intended to iss

tatement pointing ow
the National and Local Dock Labour Boards e L sag7®
of this kind., It remained to be seen what th
strike call: an earlier call for a one-day stri
been carried only by the comparatively narrow mar
THE MINISTER OF STATE, TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that stocks of iron 07 i

. LN
Scunthorpe were sufficient for 10 weeks. The BSC continued to ma%

|
& gaced

It was reported that the Alcan aluminium smelter at Lynemouthlc ad
ch the

tain P

production of steel there and at its other works.

mﬂ

/

with difficulties in 6-7 weeks time, in anticipation of whi

opened negotiations with the Central Electricity Generating Dot

the possible purchase of energy from the National Grid.
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR WALES reported that a second blast furnance was
0 operation at Llanwern. Further reports were awaited on the cause
ire which had taken place at the weekend at the premises of Hazell's

haulier involved in road deliveries to Llanwern.

In(ﬁ
s"cuf?'“the following were the main points made =

It was possible that agreement on a definition of exhausted or

Wworkah] e pits on the lines indicated by the Secretary of State for

E
1ergy would lpful in some respects. It would be a clear departure

y Mr Scargill and would not fundamentally affect either

t

he NCB! ¢ powers se pits or the local procedures for implementing
losureg. On the and, if a definition were agreed which was

not,

crucial matters such as investment and
¢ 1
“Mercial viability,

1 4
eE"d*"'r&"'lll}) to claim at 1

mig ht be open, first, for the strike

artial victory for the strike; and

for the NUM to seek to apply an unduly restrictive interpretation
°% the definition in local closure procedures while claiming that any

o .
ader Interpretation advanced by the NCB was evidence of bad faith,

b,
e There were some indications tha

- Adjournment of talks that afternoo
ad"&nta
E

argill was already exploiting
ctical and presentational

g€¢ in advance of the meetings la the week of the National

Xe .
CUtive ang Delegate Conference of the

mj
B5% msce the prolongation of talks, not as

t

t was possible that he
us effort to come to

y but as a means of averting the incréa ressure for a return

0 W .
Ork which might ensue if the talks were to terminate,

% fap :hical considerations had led the NCB to agree to an ent extending
oy 18 *8d as 18 July, but they were no doubt formulating th
% the D:ly and thereafter, subject to modification in the light
talks 8 tegate Conference of the NUM later that week. In the eve
T d(,ubtenf‘ually resumed with some genuine hope of progress, the NCB
%erta [ R o start from a clear assessment of what features would b

b1
® and what unacceptable in any agreed definition of exhausted or

3
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: r'
w orkable pits; and of the implications of any such definition foT thelr abi
ieve planned reductions of capacity to an acceptable timetable. Iﬂg&’ 3
i t that the talks resumed in circumstances which made an early o . t
he NCB would presumably wish to have plans in readiness fmrﬂwamﬂe
cale tha?

ote and to facilitate a return to work on a larger S

ave
. n either event, it would be desirable for the Board t0 b
onClusion ¢ | g

previou

ready contingency plans for handling the media following the ¢
clearly and

whlch,dld»not’

rike leaders p;;e
of 1

r Energy should report the current thinking it

In the meantil®’

talks which allowed them to put their points of view across
persuasively both to miners and to the general public, and

initiative to be acquired by the st

in the past, allo
The Secretary of
NCB on these matters
was to be hoped that t

next meeting of the Group.
g8
would continue with its programme of pres

d
toar
favourable effect on public opinion

en?
rg?
repared to add this weight to th? :

.y the
h» that appeared to be desirable 1B ;
1 reporting of the dispaute.

advertisements, which ha
their case, Ministers shou
being put forward by the Boar

interests of balanced and trut

The Group -

up of

1, Took note, with approval, of t e Minister's summing

their discussion.

t
th nex 1]1

to report toMan- ter

the Prime

Py

2. Invited the Secretary of State for E
Meeting of the Group on the matters indica
her summing up.

Cabinet Office

10 July 1984
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