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INDUSTRIAL, ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

TARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that pits

»ly numbered 35, with a further 10 on holiday; those
me coal numbered 8, with a further 1 on holiday; those with some

Nep
‘1 numbered 12 (including one additional pit in North Derbyshire); and

08
a i working numbered 107. The return to work continued, as before, on
“al] Scale, N

133. Record a
" day in North De

of men working at Bilston Glen had further increased
es since the strike began had been reported again

ixe .,

Lar
. ie assemblies of stri

0
land, the North East

euunt
¢ Y suggested that the ac

d been reported that day outside pits in
hire. The numbers involved across the

* on whom the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM)

ulq
. °all numbered about 10,00#”in total, of whom about 3000 might be
Ulap)
e

Pigk at any one time. Mr Scargill had called that morning for mass

e o
zmg on 3 September at every pit, coking plant and National Coal Board (NCB)
Shop,

: wo :
iy Tk While NUM activists were distrac

Congress, The Chairman of the NCB

Phag Congress began setting out the true f
® 0f the dispute.

forestall further returns

the Trades Union Congress (TUC)
d to send a letter to the TUC
background to the present

g*k would be

ng a Bank Holiday.

This was apparently an atte

bety

[}
Wa
480 . h°P9d that coal movements for the whole of

-500

The

D .

tho“g:puty Chairman of the NCB was visiting Polkemmet that day. The Board

hﬁve it éssential that, if it proved necessary to close th s they should
1 ringing

b
“n geen first thoroughly to have explored the possibil
. It

1
t bag
Wq
li
.kely that the NCB would make an announcement soon about prospct® for
h

8
e Piy
>

»000 tonnes: this was good for a week includi

into Production within a reasonable time and at reasonab

iy, s ;1 Its future, and that of the steel works at Ravenscraig, wi
> rgp%ts OSely linked, were of great social and political importance 1
inaistensuggested that safety cover at the pit had been withdrawn only a
the Sco:‘.* 0f the national leadership of the NUM in the face of opposition
tish leadership.
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A

an
e NCB had continued to meet a substantial proportion of the current dev 5l

h 1€

: ic
coal for industrial purposes. Institutions and industrial firms whi

1 and coal products for space heating would meet difficulties, howe?e®! | ¢

y came to order winter supplies in September, and would experience s !

when the weather turned in October or November. DomestiC consumeiee ;

might ?Xperience difficulty. It had not been possible for the N w w
up deli ies to the trade, who had managed to meet a high proportion of i '
current demand during the summer only through reliance on imports. Importe 0
coal of the appropriate quality was expensive, however, and it had no® M :

feasible for deaww build up winter stocks from this source.

emble o
THE HOME SECRETARY at, in spite of strikers who continued to 8%°

. 0
in large numbers outs@fle @its in some areas, the police had continued ¥ jed
embl p¢

- . - as
secure access for miner ing to return to work. The size of such PRI
ee

n
in Nottinghamshire had re in recent days, apparently owing t0 the pad e
activists in Yorkshire to t *ir attention to pits there, where D€ :
begun to return. ¢
e t
Two stipendiary magistrates would sit for the first time on 3 September' a.ged ¢

a0

0
was considereing ways in which further mtrates' courts could be ene

S

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said @
3 September, the NUM would be pressing their
to the strike. It was thought that they would

‘ S
the amendments tabled by the Associated Society Mive Englneer 4 10 ¢
Firemen (ASLEF) calling for picket lines set up by %fe and others i B

move

to use the services of stipendiaries.

n
at the TUC Congress °
Bupp lng

calling for -t,o'bal ; clﬂd
ebate

composite d

be crossed and by the National Union of Seamen calling for material®
by non-union labour or by the Armed Forces not to be handled. O0theé¥ o e 3
which had been tabled calling for a day of action and a 10

on all trade unionists were likely to be debated separately.

He understood that the TUC leadership would try to put to the VO
of its own, which would have primacy over the NUM motion, and whiC
would endorse the principle of support for the miners, would insist

! . ; . ge
discussions between the NUM and the other unions concerned in each ¢@

any action was taken.
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FRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the Secretary of

for Energy should investigate and report on ways of increasing the supply
for space heating in domestic and industrial premises and in institutions.
eéstablish how the NCB and its subsidiaries intended to allocate

Plies of fuel for space heating to existing customers and to 'whys?‘z'

&;‘tained supplies from elsewhere. He should explore with the Board

ight be possible, in the circumstances, to bring greater quantities

Whether i

L0
| 0: ::‘t ‘.’-P to an acceptable minimum standard for space heating by simplifying
i ting normal treatment processes. Further possibilities which the Board
of Doy doubt wi
oncessionary ¢

Mg
® ue] supplies a
SPecs

Po bl treatment. It
883
1ble Or desirable to

fo 1956
0 as to allow wood an
00n81m ;

consider would include making continuation of supplies

"Hard cases" dependent on the agreement of the NUM to

e to hospitals and other institutions meriting
also be helpful to establish whether it would be

r suspend the provisions of the Clean Air Act

3¢

fuels to be more widely used by domestic

cong ®TS in substitution for®da d coal products; and whether planning

e tlons Preventing the movem f open cast coal from some sources by road
d

th be emoved or suspended. The Group had noted that an announcement by

¢ N
thag, ‘B on the future of Polkemmet was expected soon. It was obviously important
stat the NCB should succeéd in establishj ublicly the causes of the present
¢
°f the pit, They would wish to lear that they had acted

respo .
Wibly and in sccordance: Wil their obligations throughout;

g
thei:hat Tesponsibility for the damage shoul id at the door of the NUM and
| ere seriously concerned

dﬂ‘ at d':“'cision to withdraw safety cover. The

e
With Slow rate at which offences arising from

i
1 the courts., She would urgently consider wi

ute were being dealt

Cong,q Ministers mainly

turthmed ways of accelerating proceedings, whether b
e :
ot 4 g Stipendiary magistrates or otherwise. The Group would meet again on

®pt
3§ “lber, following the discussion of the NUM motion at the TUC Congress on "

appointment of

Pt
Sber, It was important that the Government should avoi atements which

Could
b :
atrike © Seized upon on 3 September by those wishing to conve

&tter ;nto @ wider confrontation between trade unions and the

iV eng September, Ministers should take whatever steps appeared n
e

&ec‘lratthat the factual basis of the dispute was clearly understood

‘ ®ly and in a balanced way.

3
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*he Secretary of State for Energy -

gsibl’

i. consulting the National Coal Board, to examine and reporv onbzosiﬁ
ways of facilitating the supply of fuel for space heating on the
indicated by the Prime Minister in her summing up; |
.o 30

ne
ii. consultj e Secretary of State for the Environment, tO exantt
report on =

g tHE
bility and desirability of suspending or w_rar{:ﬁ“by
Clean Air Act 1956 for the purposes indic@

in her summing up; and

a, the p
provisions
the Prime Mi

b. whether it w
conditions limiti
sources.

: {
e possible to remove or suspend Planm-‘ﬂgo pes c8*
movement by road of coal from certal

i
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INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE DOCKS

QOUP received a number of oral reports.

THE
the p,

Y OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that only 33 of the 78 ports in

ur Scheme were on strike and all non-scheme ports were working.

Thig
nea t some 55 per cent of seaborne trade (by weight) was still

moVing d . 80 . ) )
€Spite Q@ per cent of the registered dock workers being on strike.

uri
b U8 that morning dockers at Immingham and Grimsby had once again voted,

to
be taken at Ti

7 an . , .
overwhelmlnmorlty, to resume working. The result of the vote due
remained

as expected during the afternoon. Some confusion

about the course of the strike. It was thought that both

ontinue to work normally. What little picketing
d to be peaceful, light and, due to the

dition amongst d kers of obeying the instructions of pickets,

Tge] :
s 7V effective. It remai be seen whether this continued to be the
s

€ a y : 1 : . :
€ ports where dockers wi o continue working 1f flying pickets

30u h
do $At o Prevent them. So far there had been very little for the police to

in , .
felation to pickets at the docks.

It
rema+ .

- lned essential for Government Sp to concentrate thelir comments
the

°rigins of the strike, the lack of dustrial issue affecting dockers,

Workers Union Docks

the falsity of the Transport and Gefr

claim that scab labour had been used terston. They should

d other union's

Aort of striking
en the disputes

Lo point out that dockers'(and steelwor
jobs would almost certainly be forfeited

* the vast majority of whom would still have j

THES
E '] L L]
' th CRETARY OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT said that, whilst it was ortunate

at

th&lhe POrt employers had in their public comments elevated guportance
e

iy Vote at Tilbury (which might well be in favour of strikeén) and

Tefe : .
Rivg ‘red at least once to the strike as an "industrial disput S
ng y
nnecessary and unwarranted support to the union's case, muc

VQanble
With dock

8
UDPOrtin
of

Puhlicity had been achieved through a number of media intervi

€rs who did not wish to strike. These dockers saw the motive oﬁt
8 Mr Scargill as "nothing to do with them" and had proved capable

expl .,
Uning themselves clearly and convincingly. The Chairman of the

-
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o . ; . . : ch
@ visory, Conciliation and Arbitration Service (ACAS) was keeping 1T tou

both sides to the dispute (as his statutory duty regarded him tO do)

ld not see much scope for action.

INISTER, summing up a brief discussion, said that it was

i
essent & eep the real causes and purposes of the dock strike clearty
t

vert
before country, but that the dock strike must not be alllowed tO di
attention from the issues involved in the miners' strike. It might be ‘

. . . ¢ ic
useful to make available to the media, in due course, details of traff

diverted from strii@@hound UK ports to Continental ports. The necessary
o : G- s . u
preparations sho ut in hand to collect this information: the GrOI{ne
aml
would then consider tter further. It would also be helpful t© .4

ke
c

to mitigate the effects

the scope of the acti h it would be open for the Government t

dispute on industry, relying on the | ring
present form; and the possible need t°

*me necessary for a State of Emergency

Emergency Powers Act 1920
forward an amending Bill if

to be declared.

The Group = |
of

1. Took note, with approval, of ime Minister's summing UP

their discussion.

he
port to arrange for °

fic on the basis
up.

2. Invited the Secretary of State fo¥
collection of information about divert
indicated by the Prime Minister in her s
3. Invited the Home Secretary, in consult ith the Attornéy
General, to examine and report on the powers ble under theé jgtet
Emergency Powers Act 1920 on the basis indica eﬁthe Prime Min

in her summing up.

Cabinet Office | |
30 August 1984 o 1|
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