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. SECRET AND PERSONAL
INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

Up considered a number of oral reports.

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that pits working normally that day
Vit s@Vith a further 3 on holiday; those turning some coal numbered e
A fur, 2 on holiday; those with some men in numbered 14; and those

BVt vorls
Yorking numbered 106, including 1 which would normally be on holiday.

They

th ® Were record at ances that day in Scotland at Bilston Glen and in
e

Wep "idlangs at Shﬁ k and Warsop., Attendances elsewhere (including Kent)
€8

iulilts\r to, or y higher than, those on the previous day.

Mg 5 levels of coal deliveries and oilburn were
Mtaing

f o,
al éhxri .
thay ng the previous

days had been holidays.
ame level as in July, despite the peak colliery holiday period.

d, power station e ce now extended well into 1985, Movements
been remarkably good, considering

at ries in August had been maintained
e

Ay

ef
strik fhot on the power stations and railw of the support given to the
Powe %Oy the Trades Union Congress (TUC ot yet clear, Morale among
r

ca]y d. tion gtaff remained high, however he unions concerned had

&
Ytay 4 Meeting later that week to agree th erpretation of the TUC
em
Yon lent' Deliveries of coal by rail to powe jons, having declined
90

96,000 per week

in.A
**y had increased again to 134,000 tonnes pe
The
Pr
ang Na:p“ed renewed negotiations between the National Coal Board (NCB)
in QOMionﬂl Union of Mineworkers (NUM) had been called off that morning

&fter tuaed Circumstances. The true sequence of events had been _that
of th e 4greement of both sides in principle to renewed talk
e

’
ed Smith
Y HeatinB had spoken to Mr Heathfield the previous day to discu genda,
tielq had been doubtful whether the NUM would agree to inc e

quegt.

1o

&greed 1 of Uneconomic pits on the agenda., Mr Smith and Mr Heathfie
t

e Heathhat talks which did not address it would not be worthwhile.
“ fleld had agreed to discuss the question further with NUM collea ’
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ore speaking again to Mr Smith, No further word had been received by
B before the NUM announcement at a press conference that morning tha

- e
had cancelled the talks. The most likely explanation was that th ;
tion ©

rship, aware that they could not seriously discuss the ques spat

its without breaking undertakings to their members, but als°

unec
ess of thei?

talks *cluded the question would expose the unreasonablen Iy
ong
position,¥had chosen to engineer the rupture. Mr MacGregor would be str

‘ f
advieed, on his return to London that afternoon, to expose the falsity ©

the NUM account of events and to put them on the spot by a unilateral ofter
of talks at a spegi time and place, resuming from the position at which 1d
negotiations had off in July. He himself felt strongly that this V"
be Mr MacGregor's b se of action,

THE SECRETARY OF STATE F PORT said that the impact, if amy, of b3S Do
previous day's events at t on the transport of coal remained %0 be ¢°
There was some difference of ong the management of British Rail (BR)ie,,
about current prospects for maftaining the recent increase in rail deliv:: ’

ies

He was looking into the availability from all sources of further loTrT :

eé
the transport of coal by road: many were currently in use for the sugar
harvest, which would continue until Nov@.

THE HOME SECRETARY said that demonstratio e TUC in Brighton the
previous day had been smaller and more peac

police had dealt with them successfully, The se to Mr Scargill'®
ises had been PoOF’

The

call for picketing on the previeus day at all

with even a nominal attendance lacking in some pla

Further attempts had been made by the Lord Chancellor's Department and B3°
own to accelerate the rate at which prosecutions arising from the dispute
were being dealt with. One stipendiary had sat on the previ y &t
Chesterfield and one at Rotherham, Both authorities would de

whetner to ask for additional stipendiaries. The county author

Nottinghamshire was thought certain to ask for a stipendiary if d
ingisted on old-style committal proceedings. In addition, pressure
Rotherham, Mansfield, Worksop and Retford was being eased by the tre
cases elsewhere. The City of Nottingham was making facilities for 11 @
courts per week to take cases from Mansfield, and other courts were ar’

for additional sittings, including some in the evenings.
2
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g _
“ALIAMENTARY UNDER~SECRETARY OF STATE, SCOTTISH OFFICE said that the
°f court cases arising from the dispute in Scotland, where there were

\ 1ttal Proceedings, would be heard during the next few weeks.

F STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that the British Steel

cOI‘p
Orat
tion LBSC) had maivisined planned production at its steel works.

Y wi
da Shed o begin coke movements from Orgreave again on the following

€ in touch with the local police. Dockers at Immingham had now

e use of front loaders, whose use by BSC employees to

Nﬁti | An approach t

Ona] .
t1 Aasoclation of Port Em
lationg

firmly r

lego
begy o0 quotas for deliveries of raw materials to Ravenscraig had

ebuffed,

n
Taqq to 1 g make a new ruling on such restr if an application were
but that it would not be possible +o holding an Inquiry

intg
resteq party required one.

Iy
dig,
Usg j
ton, the following were the main points made -

a,

WordiThe Statement agreed by the TUC on the previous day had included

v o Teécognising that the practical implementation of oposed
or

Gengy t for the miners would require detailed discussion w

al :
Sugge Council ang agreement with the unions directly conce
8t
d that the effects of the statement might well be less

3
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. ion
on the alert against the possibility that effective disruptive act

0@ presentation had suggested. It was necessary, nevertheless, to be

Omight be taken, even by members of trades unions whose leadeI‘ShiPa

"e not sympathetic to the strike. | G
B
|

presence of Mr Scargill on picket lines had often coi

e
: at
wit ence. The unexpected peacefulness of the demonstratlona

gib’®
the TUC had shown clearly that, whether or not he might be respol

. hel
for instigating violence, it was within his power to prevent it W

he chose. ’

' rd (CE@)
c. The requi s of the Central Electricity Generating Bo2 i
made it desirab possible, to identify ways of lifting plan? i
withot

iveries from certain open cast sites
uld result from the holding of Public

’

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that it was nece?s .
to wait and see what results flowed from the vote by the TUC in suppor 4
of the strike., It was unfortunate that TUC had not chosen to SUPP

restrictions on ro
the risks of delay w

Inquiries.,

thos°
those miners who continued to work, ha ted to do so; but rathe’ oy

i
who, by intimidation and mob action, so prevent them, The abil ald

ho
viblence when he cho8€ .

re
ould continue t0 P .
i

which Mr Scargill had demonstrated to preve o

not be allowed to pass unnoticed. The Gover keti"s
for a ballot to be held and for strikers to obs
laid down both by the TUC and the NUM, It appear
have made a tactical error in breaking off the prop
the NCB in\a way which laid his good faith and truthfulness open b0 efnl

question, Any statements by Ministers on the controversy would need ©
act @

handling to avoid giving it a political flavour which might di
from the real issues. Ministers should take all appropriate
w0 ensure that the facts were reported in the media truthfully
No doubt the Chairman of the NUB would wish to consider an early
on the basis of the advice which would be put to him that afternool
the Secretary of State for Energy and other Ministers concerned shoul

Y
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Ue to take steps to enhance endurance of the strike. The Secretary of
°T Transport should continue with his examination of the availability
Sources of additional road transport for coal, and report to the

Attorney General, in consultation with the Secretaries of State
%

o nment and Energy, should consider further whether it might be
BS. . .
thle I17ft restrictions on road deliveries from open cast sites in a

\'l&y - '
Which would avoid the risk of delay identified in discussion,

The Group - @

tﬂ Took note, proval, of the Prime Minister's summing up of
®1r discussion

- Invited the Seer of State for Transport to examine and report

cony = 2vailability sources of additional road transport for
oal,

3.

th Inv?ted the Attorney ‘!I.‘l, consul ting the Secretaries of State for
one Environment, and Energy "further to consider ways of lifting restrictions
by Toad deliveries of coal from open cast sites on the basis described

¢ Prime Minister in her summing up.
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INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE DOCKS

&& SECRET AND PERSONAD
oup received a number of oral reports.

THE ARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that the majority of POF®®
conti work, 80 men were reported to have gone back that mo 1

e
Hull, though some subsequent reports suggested that the port had ¢10®
d &

nghd™”

ng 8¢

fev
again later in the day. A similar number had gone in at Tilbury an

luding one at Southampton, Men at Grimsby, Immt
tly Fleetwood, had voted to go back to work. |

at other ports,

Barry and, mos

Some peaceful pick n a small scale was reported at Hull,
ar it had been organised exclusivelYs
ral Workers Union (TGWU)., Those wish

ly prevented from doing so. |

London and Liverpool.,

so, by the Transport an

into work had not been p

vessels had been diverted so far: it
call at British ports later., The o

because of the strike was between stri

ior shift in traffic 0C€ 058
d open British ports. g |

. jcu
effects might largely be permanent. The §CTr was causing parti®

serious damage to Bristol and the other st West Coast ports:
The Port of London Authority (PLA) had announc
open and that they would continue to employ any d
membership of the TGWU for continuing to work, There was no legd 88

important pledge by the ballot of dockers which the Autho
out through the Electoral Reform Society, and which it had
same time., The attention of management at other striking poT
drawn to the PLA's assurances to working dockers and it was %0

they would follow suit,
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE said that NATO reinforcement and training
Cises involving the movement of men and vehicles through the ports had
h cuccessfully, While there could be no question of negotiations with
the aim was to maintain the present, low profile of the exercises,

THE p

Abe ARY UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE, SCOTTISH OFFICE said that at
Tleen} yh
e

re essential supplies for the Orkney and Shetney Islands had
€n
v handleq throughout the dispute, dockers had now voted limited dispensation

al]
. °W some of the islanders! livestock to be shipped to the mainland.

ggested that the small numbers of dockers from other
owe might be set to increase sharply; and that the

2 ?‘:::nal Union of Se ht be preparing to black cargoes and vessels
g if :ed from striking ports, Either or both of these developments,
. ‘111? OCcurred, might 1 \ickly to legal action by employers against
%08 concerned,
:% MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the Government
;. | eat&blz eml.’loyers were still waiting for the course of the strike to
Coulq u::fltself. For the present, as little further that Ministers
o | helpful aaully do or say, though it wa hoped that the important and
the S Surances given by the PLA to do f continued employment in
| echoed el:f loss of union membership would
| ewhere,
d
The Group -
et
Took Dote,
i |
: |
e

ot
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!o REQUEST FOR THE RECALL OF PARLIAMENT

. from
p discussed a letter dated 3 September to the Prime Minister
the of the Opposition attaching a statement by the Pa::'liSilll“m"mriri Mt.'
|
Commit the Labour Party calling on her to seek the recall of Pa¥ 1
re

THE PRIME MINISTER, summing up a brief discussion, said that t oly

re
agreed that she should not seek the recall of Parliament., She would had
to the Leader Opposition that evening in terms which the GFOUF

- discussed,

R,
O »

Took note,

5 September 1984
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