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INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

with a further 3 on holiday; those turning some coal numbered
holiday; those with some men present numbered 17 and those not

WOrkin
§ Numbered 103, of which 1 would normally be on holiday.

alllareas were higher than a week previously and continued to

at g ly. increase in Scotland, where, for example, attendances
lls
‘on Glen ha@led over three weeks, was largely due to the
Wh

Perfo

m ¢ . :

Coay “hee of Mr the Director of the Scottish Area of the National
Soard (ycp) .

The
Tee .

Vote "It improvement in vements was being maintained in spite of the
at

Cog) the Trades Union Cong TUC) to support the miners' strike. 45
t'ra :

He 118 had run the previous day, the highest daily figure since May.

8
XpeCted that mo 700.000 ¢
Cop . re than . tonnes of coal would be delivered to

» the Chairman of the Natio 1 Board, had been in touch with

Sume .

L during the current week.

- 6.“@’
abOu

Mhmw ¢ the further talks between the Bo
Ork

Plag, °rs (NUM) at 7.00 pm on 9 September,

Vigy w though Scargill's tactics were not

as
that that the talks would probably break do

the
top NCB Would learn the lesson of previous abo
! revent th
L, e

d the National Union of

now seemed sure to take

y predictable, his own
so, it was to be hoped
talks and take steps
initiative on presentation in the media from passing

diat
: e
h“en, ly to the NUM. He understood that Mr MacGregor had agreed to be

Cw " . 5
“muwl ed on television by Mr David Frost on the morning of September,

& s
uﬁsrm, himsel strongly hoped that Mr MacGregor would be idering
W
that talkg with the NUM had been fixed for later in
¥
Wy ‘Scussion of means of lifting planning conditions restric
Me

‘Wmmas °f coal by road had been overtaken by events at the Springhi

ts‘
aﬁmd tte, where stocks had begun to smoulder. The rail unions ha

O ha
Ndle the movements from the site which were necessary to make
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g iven

@ fe, but had refused. Staffordshire County Council had still not b
6\ peen té

r agreement to move coal from the site by road, but steps had

: ; with
so at a rate of 25,000 tonnes per week. This was in accordanc€
. . . . . . . the
em provisions laid down in the planning conditions attached t©

site :
THE HOME *‘ARY said that it was too early to tell whether the large .
numbers involved in incidents over the prévious two days at pits at che .
Kellingley and Kiveton Park were an indication of a change of tacticsby ki
NUM back to concentrgted mass picketing. He intended in a speech‘ﬂ‘the )
following day bot ke a further announcement on arrangements for 4
financing the polici the dispute and on the steps which had bessh it A
to accelerate, by the tment of stipendiary magistrates and DY otherby ]
means, the rate at which arising from the dispute were being hear? F
the courts. Since the spe the Leader of the Opposition tO the'ﬂx:ﬂw; R
on 4 September, 36 policemen en injured. This underlined the fa‘.:t he 1
Mr Scargill had shown at the TU he was able to prevent ViOIence]jtﬂ tE
chose; and that ritual condemnations of violence by the Opposition wilES :ese ha
enough to produce any satisfactory effect. He did not propose tO make * CQ
points in his speech the following day, agmhe would have done had eall oaw CG
between the NCB and NUM not been in pro& or the following day? but © cj
do so, 1f appropriate, in a further speec September.
el

THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that sions continued I.Jewe ::
the British Rail (BR) Board and the rail unions issues over whuﬂ;gt *
industrial action had been threatened for the foll ek. Reports ° Wo
significant concessions had been made to the unions w corrects s a
thought it improbable, however, that the work-to-rule threatened ke ftﬁ ay,
10 September would now be imposed either on the railways or by the st&fff Wo,
London Regional Transport (LRT), though it was still likely tha RT 8°° U
would strike for the day on 12 September. & Qo

Ky

Despite events at the TUC, movements of coal had improved during
with slightly higher numbers of railwaymen prepared to cross piCket

and run coal trains.

/
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. “CRETARY OF STATE FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY said that the British Steel
0 | .
fation (BSC) continued to maintain planned production. Dockers at

€ from the Transport and General Workers' Union (TGWU) not to do so.

. 8ham had yoted to load ore for Scunthorpe into lorries in spite of
Co

be €en moved by lorry from Orgreave the previous day: no pickets had
e€n -

S

Hy That day, one coal ship was completing its unloading at

and another was expected to dock at Port Talbot. At Teeside,

"here a fyr

ther coal ship was unloading, it was likely that dockers would

Y to join the strike: this would cause no immediate difficulty

ere stocks were high.

ECRETARY OF STATE, DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
O

possible and precedented to suspend the operation
othe an Air Act 19?desired, in order to allow the burning of fuels
r
thap Smokeless fue uels capable of being burnt smokelessly.

SCugas . A . G g P
tagy: SSlon, it was suggest that 1t would be consistent with the earlier
N

IMpet;a:ftthe NU? leadership to try to spin out talks with the NCB in the
co&[industhe ?trlke might become more general both within and beyond the
Congl‘ess Y in the wake of the vote s support at the TUC Annual
chmehn. It was essential to watch ents following the TUC vote
Q

Op s::n:i:?NISTER’ summing up the discussio that Ministers should do
behm 'Ng to prejudice the limited prospec progress in talks

€n
Wmudt)the NCB and NUM on 9 September. No doubt
e

a
brEdeoW
iw&hﬂbl Should it occur; and ensuring that he had access to the best
e

Wm&d 8dvice and administrative support during the talks. The Group
mth

L

union Lo review developments on 10 September. For the Wr-tem,
SH
Qmuiml POnse to the TUC vote in support of the striking mi ould
e
to be carefully watched.

e, with approval, of the Prime Minister's summing up of
lon,

3
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*airman of the NCB
81ving careful consideration in advance to%he best means of handling

The Group - :9
T?Ok Note 0
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INDUSTRIAL ACTION IN THE DOCKS

oup received a number of oral reports.

RY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT said that 70 men were working at | :
0 at
ay. 120, a surprisingly large number, were also working :

THE S
Tilbur

: : . . in
Bristol. esside, however, it was likely that dockers would vOte

art!
the course 'of the day to join the strike. Picketing had, for the mostF’m ]
: . . : fro

been fairly light. The police had been warned, however, that picket?

Southampton might @return in increased numbers to Felixstowe.

ed
The result of the ma nt's ballot of dockers at Tilbury was expect

. . 3 u
ected that a majority of those voting WY

later in the day. It
verls
and General Workers' Union (TGWU), hO¥e

vote to return. The Tra
had advised its members not
abstentions as votes in favo he strike. When the result wa od
the Port of Londdén Authority (PAuld repeat the assurances of contfn:’d

employment which it had given to working dockers. Buses would be

for those wanting to go back to work on 10 September. The PLA wer

with the police, who were taking precauti against intimidation.

employers elsewhere in the country were g events at Tilbury

ra

i ed fO
1Qlls day, postpon | the

jmsby had breach®

The National Dock Labour Board had, on the p
its ruling on whether recent unloading of fish
National Dock Labour Scheme. This was an import
of the TGWU to establish some legitimate grounds £ trike. AT
from the Secretary of the Docks Group of the TGWU to

a reference to issues in the strike arising

"in carrying out the Union's policy of support for the m

in =
their current dispute." &

It was important that strikers and the public should be reminded ©
-

appropriate occasions that this, rather than any industrial issu®»

true motive of the strike.
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?lsummary, rather less than half of the ports were working in terms of
mmo?er’ but rather more than half in terms of tonnage. The TGWU were

Sing for renewed talks with the British Steel Corporation (BSC) to agree
for deliveries of coal and ore to Ravenscraig. Some port employers
I'ted also to favour such negotiations as a means of solving a

Which they did not consider themselves a party. He proposed to

employers shortly,

D dig
c . ™ L L
USSlon the following were the main points made.

a, . .
The re te by dockers at Fleetwood overturning an earlier

deCiSion urn to work was reported to have been taken after
200 strike
dreas, The )

dockers wishing

Liverpool had visited the docks and surrounding
hould be on the alert for intimidation of

k: it was to be hoped that attempts at
Intimidation woul

themselves.

lve a firm response from working dockers

®. 1In the docks, as in the steel and electricity generation industries,
there were signs of increased ssures, following the vote
®arlier that week in the TUC ke action in order to support
the Striking miners. It would essary to watch developments
Carefully,
Thg |

RT
Nake i MINISTER, summing up the discussion, hat the police should

eve r 2 ’
to o Y effort to safeguard against intimidat working dockers and

8

afe of work was able

r
t 4 ¢ that any docker who wished to go into his

.0 80
ltin The Group took note that the Secretary of State for Transport had
mi
ang Co i to Mmeet the port employers shortly: he should handle the timing
Ody : ' :
qmrc Ctuof any such meeting carefully, having regard to p ible
llss ¢
M%Qti '0nS on the coal and docks disputes; and in partic any
atj . .
°ns in progress at the time between the NCB and NUM.
The GrOUP - o
dig Mote, with approval, of the Prime Minister's summing up of
Cussion,
Cabt )
Ingy Of £,
e
7SQ
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