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DISPUTE IN THE COAL INDUSTRY | -

The
received a number of oral reports.
T
th o AOF STATE FOR ENERGY said that with only one pit now on holiday
*Te wep

o e 44 working normally. The number of pits at which some men were
Se ’
0t hag lncreased by five and for the first time since the beginning of

& d4 |
No 1Spute there were now less than 100 pits on strike. Attendance in the

we::h&::rbyshire eld was 10 per cent greater than at the same time last
It vas o 4 Dew rec ndance had once again been achieved at Bilston Glen,
be " ttexpe°ted that oduction and movement in the current week would
% T than the prev ek, which had been the fourth consecutive week

tion coal stocks had been achieved. It was

o Cop ies had improved since the recent Trades

be conﬂifz?si‘l (TUC) in Brigh ’mr the next couple of months there could
1ng demands for lorrits as the domestic sugar beet harvest was

4 in, but the National Coal Board (NCB) had entered into contracts

Vith y
a .
Ulage firms to safeguard road movement of coal.

The
Preyy
Aggq, .. Tious day's talks between the NCB

| rep"l‘ted :n of Colliery Overmen, Deputies firers (NACODS) had been
Ncy s inz.have been conducted in a good atm . He understood that the
concemin I:(‘-ated a readiness to revgrt to the August procedures
lines &ndg ACODS members crossing National Union Qeworkers (NUM) picket
bypicket-to make the requisite payments to NACODS adversely affected
| GM&I‘ch Dg. The NCB had not agreed to a NACODS request to withdraw their

the Proposals on pit closures, but had said they were prepared to discuss

egates of the National

SubJEQZt:: with NACODS as they had‘been, and were, prepared to discuss the
the to11, th the NUM. The result of the NACODS ballot was du e announced
ﬂiscusa tzlng day and the NACODS Executive were also due to medW¥% der to
“'Ould be he NCB Proposals. It was expected that a further NCB/N
| NACODS me h during the following week but it was not yet clear wh
Expecte Tibers would be called out on strike if the ballot produced,
“ W gy p’ the necessary 66 per cent majority. The NCB hoped that their

revy ‘ ‘
tous day's meeting would be sufficient to avert immediate strigion.
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a meeting, also the previous day, of representatives of Transport am ‘

: en
rs Union (TGWU) members in the open cast mining industry it had Pe

cked:
that movement of coal from stocks at open cast sites would be blo |
en
in reality no change to the current situation; the weekly mover i
coal

,000 tonnes from open cast sites was from newly produced

a simi ?mage had gone into stock each week of the current month.

was thought possible that the TGWU might ballot their members on any
dundancy

It
gurthe’

action in support of the open cast workers claim for improved re

payments,

. g in
enthusiasm amongst the leaders of TGWU member

. - powe¥
ustry to block deliveries of coal and oil to P

lly be
possible that some action might eventud

There was little
the electricity sup
stations, though it r
taken.

. tiné
THE HOME SECRETARY said that

it

}ipendiary Magistrates had now beer :
. 'n
for three weeks and were beginWNing jsing

to reduce the backlog of cases af

from the miners dispute. In the last seven days the number of miner®

sentenced to terms of imprisonment by magistrates had risen from 32 10 37.91'
The longest sentence imposed was 9 mon There had been as yet B° f"'rth
requests for additional Stipendiary Ma s to be appointed put he was
keeping a close watch on the situation. than 7,000 arrested forThe
offences in connection with the dispute som had now been trieds
Lord Chancellor was understood to be examinin ists of cases comitted T
for trial at Crown Courts with a view to seeing ould be done to sP*° i
up the hearing of the more serious cases. It wou *lpful if greatef an
publicity could be given to sentences imposed by cou¥ts, particularly = -
more severe ones. It seemed that the recent violence, directed frof M: ::
wa

motorway bridges in South Wales against lorry convoys for Llanwern: ;
g an

%

a. The TUC should be pressed to insist that their own code of P¥

]_eve } CQ]
on picketing should be observed by the NUM, thus reducing the o
5 AR

designed primarily to distract police attention from power s

collieries.

During discussion the following were the main points made -

violence and intimidation and making it easier for those miner®’
2

SECRET AND PERSONAL




SECRET AND PERSONAL

E

the j

ished, to return to work. There were indications that in most NCB

a high proportion of those on strike were ready to return to work

could do so with a reasonable prospect of safety for themselves,
lies and their property. Itwashowever very difficult to
Obtain adequate evidence to support prosecutions against the organisers

0 ; prel . .
f Vliolence and intimidation.

b, It would

#ffective media

ful if NCB officials could make more frequent and

rances, both nationally and locally.

¢ The Advisory, tion and Arbitration Service (ACAS) would
?ontinuG to keep in to Lth both the NUM and NCB but it seemed highly
i

: Tprobable that ACAS wo in a position to assist in bringing the

t .
1;? Sldes together., It wa rtant that the public should recognise
4t the main obstacle to progress was Mr Scargill's intransigence over

the
closure of uneconomic pits.

d, :
It might now be opportune to gi

to
. the plans already made by the NCB

ater and more sustained publicity

vide financial and other support |

yoe affected by pit closures.

MINISTER, summing up the discussion sai

Or | - . L] . L4
Mlners and mining communities likel

THEpRmE

eurrent the most important
ang nothpmblem was to get the threat of strike ac NACODS members 1ifted
the 'Ng shoulq be said or done to prejudice the sy#fe®sful outcome of

NCp
inul /NACODS Negotiations. It would be helpful if Ministerial speeches and

a
Cle&rlyppearmces prior to and during the coming weekend could highlight
the law and order aspects of the dispute.
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