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THE QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT

WEDNESDAY 31st OCTOBER 1984

g
R
D anp MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
The
Duk
Hiﬂhne 8 of Edinburgh and 1 were pleased to receive the State Visits of His
S8 .
. Rep“hli the Amir of Bahrain in April and the President of the French
A :
nd Madame Mitterrand last week.
g
look
Veay, ﬁback with much pleasure to the visits we have made over the past
o, S Head of the Commonwealth I was in New Delhi on the occasion of the
W
\’18“8 : €alth Heads of Government Meeting in November. We paid State
)
ﬁsited ; Kenya, Bangladesh and India in November and Jordan in March. We
r e
of D"Da ance jn June, to attend the commemoration of the 40th anniversary
‘*‘\“-ltabl'm;iy * We were in Canada in September and October for the bicentenary
0
1S of New Brunswick and Ontario, and to visit Manitoba.
Yy
érn
anei'a Ment welcomed the independence of Saint Christopher and Nevis,
r .
lhed ®Sumption of full responsibility for its own external relations, and

1 of both countries to join the Commonwealth.
Yy

Dl“?in el‘nment have sustained Britain's contribution to Western defence,
cal'rin ::: ctive part in the Atlantic Alliance. They welcomed Lord
g e°‘1t:31 #Ppointment as its Secretary-General. In the absence of an
lh*‘tieplom_nentagl‘eement, my Government fulfilled their undertaking to begin
\ of cruise missiles by the end of 1983.

ha]fwernment

ol
gy 20 veris; i

oy lable arms control and disarmament and have sought to
8y

Telaty :

r tons with the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. They fully
g
Ty

&

» With the United Kingdom's allies, have worked vigorously for

th £

in ® Uniteq States' efforts to achieve nuclear arms reductions and
e
S8 to resume the negotiations suspended by the Soviet Union.

Iy
e

Th"Dean agreed with other Member States on a fair sharing of the
Sy

m .
h&ve : dmumty's budget burden and on control of Community spending.
a
¢ Proposals for new Community policies.
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My Government were hosts to the London Economic Summit in Juné g
welcome its conclusions.

' e
My Government have continued fully to discharge their obligations 2 ::n
people of the Falkland Islands, while seeking more normal relations EEHE the
this country and Argentina. They have conducted talks with Chind on
future of Hong Kong and published the text of a draft agreemente They
been helping with the conversion of the Royal Navy Dockyard in Gibralt®”

commercial operation.

nt
e the independe.

My Government have continued to support efforts to restor et
and non-aligned status of Afghanistan and to settle the tragic ol
s
between Iran and Iraq. They have welcomed moves to reduce ten eafly
the
Southern Africa, and continue to support peaceful change there and e the
ett
independence of Namibia. They supported United Nations efforts to 8
Cyprus question.
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
a dign
nd
I thank you for the provision which you have made for the honour &
of the Crown and for the public services.
MY LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
s“d

ation
My Government have maintained the policies necessary to reducé infl

t
sustain economic recovery. Inflation remains low and the outpu* cen tﬂes
asé in 8ﬂd

alth

e
and to improve the climate for enterprise, the creation of W 4 pee

nation continues to increase. Steps have been taken to incre

ha
adaptability and efficiency in industry and commerce. Measures 4nd8 atio”
d;e

fou
taken to help the unemployed into jobs, to launch a comprehensive :

0
training scheme for young people starting working life, and *

vocational education and adult training.
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l
" Order to
fon

\ promote economic efficiency and growth, my Government have
&ndh:eu;d fheir policies of exposing state-owned businesses to competition
Tning them to the private sector where appropriate. Legislation has
teleeo::ss?d to end British Telecom's exclusive privilege of running
Unicationg systems, to establish arrangements for the licensing and
t_iO“ of telecommunications systems, and to prepare the way for the sale
ity filish Telecom's shares. An Act has been passed to enable the

djap:ducﬁon of private finance into the Royal Ordnance Factories. The
Sa]

"mplet

LeEizuai

Spaqs
Cl1

enem:uy for ‘companies, in the interest of greater economic efficiency, to

"hﬁli age the further development of United Kingdom oil and gas resources by

of oil assets of the British Gas Corporation has been successfully

1]

ton  hag been passed to provide for reforms in the tax system,

Shi
d&velo'png Toyalties for certain new fields, and to provide a framework for the
m

a&tem Nt of cable programme services and direct broadcasting by

te,

Paty, An Act has been passed to ensure continued funding for the Co-

D Development Agency and to introduce a new scheme of Regional

&y
elupmen t grants.

Legialatio
Yonty, " has been passed to give trade union members greater democratic

ol
Ver their unions.

L

rugh"'s'bem

tatio

n

oy the of rates, Legislation has been passed making interim arrangements

1g. . Oreate

Ao rL
Clsig

8 been passed to protect ratepayers by limiting rate increases by
ding local authorities, and to provide reserve powers for general

ondon Council and the Metropolitan County Councils pending
by Parliament on the abolition of those authorities.

Yoty

theh- hol: been passed to extend the right of public sector tenants to buy
ing t es: to reform the system of building control in England and Wales,
tlﬁf\‘it:ti\r;&Eus't Purchasers of public sector houses which have proved to be
a1"‘3i1*?l‘ne.. Legislation has been passed to make more farming tenancies
l.el{ltin " England ang Wales, and to make other improvements in the law

0 : :
agricultyural tenancies.
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the
m
An Act has been passed transferring control of London Transport 1

Greater London Council to the Government.

gngland 8%
in orimif

munity
cress®

Legislation has been passed to modernise and clarify the law of
Wales governing the investigation of crime and evidence
proceedings, to strengthen the ties between the police and the co.m
there and to extend powers to prevent acts of terrorism and 10
safeguards for people subject to such powers.

. dividud’®
An Act has been passed to introduce important new safeguards for inci

about whom information is held on computers.

ation 4
pers?””
action®’

Legislation has been passed to improve family law and its administr
England and Wales, to clarify the liability of occupiers of premises to
other than their visitors and to amend the law concerning limitation of

My Government has continued to work for higher standards 1
announcing proposals on the school curriculum, examinations an pee”
the influence of parents over their children's schooling. Legislation hasgland
passed to enable grants to be paid to local education authorities ings
and Wales for improvements and innovations.

gion®

et en
Legislation has been passed to replace non-contributory invalidity : od O é
mbar’ e o
4 see
series of fundamental reviews of the social security system» ted 10

n ways sul

with a severe disablement allowance. My Government has also €

ensure that this large programme operates effectively and i
present day needs.
2ante
e
; recelV

My Government has taken further action to ensure that patients
best value for money spent on the National Health Service.

to
ives
My Government has encouraged Northern Ireland's elected repr nsibﬂities

spo
y re Eive“ o the

conomY'

esenta

seek arrangements, acceptable across the community, whereb
can be returned to local adminstration. A high priority has beem

e
maintenance of law and order and support for the Northern Ireland

CONFIDENTIAL

I




2
B
P
S
hnmm
3 ol
t d
d °mot?:> am’d B #
| | o 5 ires hav s
; ouri 3 E lA
: s . ee L
| S > e t ?
Uoray AND MEMBEgserseaShe Iﬁzzssed |
o slati ;
: th o b a:tlon extend
I8 e bles F THE H g inshgomm‘the rig
sin : : | ht
g of Alm USE OF CO e ﬁsnegﬁ mtin; .
igh . es. : :
in B . nd valusaecmr
ns ay tio
a n’
5' ttend y
ou
i
ng
el
lﬂd
né
3 b
{0
10
me
g 1
1i¢°
l we
fl

CO
N
FIDENT
IAL




CONFIDENTIAL

THE QUEEN'S SPEECH ON THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT

TUESDAY 6th NOVEMBER 1984

My

LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
S
0ok forward with great pleasure to receiving the President of Malawi and the
r .
®Sident of Mexico on State Visits during the next twelve months, to paying a

) ' Visit ¢ Portugal in March, and to visiting the Caribbean in the autumn
" the

Bay Occasion of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in the
dmag

-

% GrC!\r'ernm

Tl
SSrity: on

Dlay
defen
Comp,

ent consider as their highest priority the maintenance of national
d the preservation of peace. They will accordingly continue to
&N active part in the Atlantic Alliance. They will promote Western
°¢ interests outside the NATO area. They will make vigorous efforts to
8 international terrorism.

W
Q::}:Pz}lleaf;ies of the United Kingdom, my Government will contribute to arms

Negoy disarmament negotiations and will work for the resumption of
oi&tiOn
S

where these have been broken off. They will work continually for
8
ater atmosphere of trust between East and West.

Bl :
Wing  t1q
Mm
Ty

agreement at Fontainebleau on the fairer sharing of the
Unityts budget burden and on the overall control of Community spending,
ffnment look forward to the further development of the European

"Munjty o ; : - ;
&E"ieult hey will continue to press for improvements in the Common
Ural Policy and for completion of the common market in goods and

They will work for the early conclusion of the negotiations to
&gpeem Sp&in and Portugal to jOin the Community, and to conclude a new
®Nt to succeed the Lom& Convention.
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My Government will continue fully to discharge their obligations toO the peop%e
of the Falkland Islands, while seeking more normal relations petween i
country and Argentina. They will consider the views expressed by the peoplte
of Hong Kong on the draft agreement with China, and report to Parﬁamen;
They reaffirm their commitment to the people of Gibraltar and hope to S¢° %
early implementation of the Lisbon statement.

My Government will continue to work for a settlement in Namibid, 2 soluu;‘j

d no
to the Arab/Israel dispute and the restoration of the independence ar

aligned status of Afghanistan.

8
nwealth, to pisy ;

My Government will continue fully to support the Commo & gid
ubstal'ln

constructive role at the United Nations, to maintain a 8
programme, and to encourage investment in developing countries.
My Government will continue to work closely with other natll

international institutions to strengthen and spread economic recovery:

. . . . ts.
co-operate on issues connected with the settlement of international deb

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
Estimates for the Public Service will be laid before you.
MY LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

My Government will continue to pursue policies founded o
lower public borrowing and aimed at securing a further
inflation.  While noting that the numbers of people in work 8ré
rising, my Government reméins deeply concerned about unemployment aﬂt and
continue policies designed to achieve better opportunities for employmento fill
to help the unemployed obtain the training or work experience “eededent wil
them. Firm control of public spending will be maintained.

work for a more flexible and competitive economy thro
further reform of the tax system, increased efficiency i

and encouragement of initiative and enterprise which will sustain

m
My G‘Cﬁrern atiorh
ugh lower ectof

n the puble sliVirlg

standards.
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nei:rder. t © promote efficiency and growth, my Government will continue
appropE:hcles of exposing state-owned businesses to competition and, where
increas:te' returning them to the private sector. A Bill will be introduced to

Competition in the provision of local bus serVvices in Great Britain

dng
: to transfer to the private sector the operations of the National Bus
Pany,

A g
U win be introduced to increase competition in retail banking by

Comnlass
Eta:lletmg the transition of the Trustee Savings Banks to private sector
S.]

Bilg
Wil be introduced to reform insolvency law in England and Wales, and in

Qgtlan d

an » and to remove the statutory levy on cinema admissions and establish

e )
nvlmnment for the film and cinema industries free from regulation.

Wil be introduced to abolish the Greater London Council and the

'Iletr
0 -
Politap county councils.

emalation Will s . . sy
Cits be introduced to extend the franchise to certain British

tize
ns . . 3 1
ngy Tesident abroad, to change absent voting arrangements in order to

Dos?t g‘::e on holiday to vote, and to increase the parliamentary election
8 reduce the threshold for forfeiture. A Bill will be introduced to
ing :lh & national prosecution service independent of the police in England
fop e - ,and to enable the Attorney General to refer Crown Court sentences
0 %Pinion of the Court of Appeal. A further Bill will establish a new and

Prehengiy e

Co statutory  framework governing the intercepton of

My
mumeations :

A\
Mreg s : Yo, : :
- Wy Wil be introduced for the administration of justice in England and

B3 a
d Making further reforms in the law following reports of the Law

Mmigg;
S ¢ :
Chi On.  There will be a measure dealing with the international aspects of

a .
dethon and the custody of children.
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. . . eo le
A Bill will be introduced to imporve the occupational pension rights of pec?

s are
who leave schemes before pensionable age and to ensure that member
able to obtain information about their schemes. '

. water
Measures will be introduced to clarify the powers of statutory 4 for
an

undertakings and authorities to add fluoride to the water supply
better protection of food and the environment.

. ense
A Bill will be introduced to give parents of children educated at publi® exf :
the right to exempt them from corporal punishment. My Governmer!

continue to develop policies to raise educational standards.

: d
{relan
My Government will encourage the constitutional parties in Northern I pasis
to consider how powers can be restored to local administration O° 3 g
ntain

acceptable to all sides of the community, and will seek to mai 8
relations with the Government of the Republic of Ireland. The security f?r pe
will continue to receive my Government's full support. Legislation
introduced to prevent personation at elections in Northern Ireland.
ish
Bills will be introduced to establish trustee bodies to manage certain SGotﬂ's
institutions, and to reform Scots law, including provisions on ™M
property and financial provision on divorce, following Reports by the

Law Commission.
Other measures will be laid before you.
MY LORDS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS

I pray that the blessing of Almighty God may rest upon your counselse
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