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@‘TRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY
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received a number of oral reports.

THE g
thoge

ang i
those on strike numbered 96. Record attendances were reported that day in

Sco
(NC;;&nd, North Derbyshire and the Western Area. The National Coal Board

Hmuld

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that pits working normally numbered 45,

ome coal numbered 10, those with some men present numbered 23

Shortly begi turn coal.

hoped that one ﬁit in South Yorkshire, where 26 men were now present,

To
tal Movements of NC

670 the previous week had been 911,000 tonnes.

er stations. The expansion of movements,

i:f:i?lly by road, to th sent levels had been a great achievement.
Union t:ne‘.i to be seen wheth ats by the Transport and General Workers
fhay disrupt supplies from'o ast sources would have any significant
T

A:::i::?e taking place that morning between the NCB and the National
Adﬁﬂorylon 0f Colliery Overmen, Deputi& Shotfirers (MODS) at the
approach’t%nciliation and Arbitration Se ACAS). The talks followed an
in"‘)lved 0 the NCB by NACODS, whose sugges was that ACAS should be
b, w Th? direction that the discussions take and the likely

fron 2 0::‘3 lmpossible to predict. If the stri atened by NACODS

0f coa) |, ober took place, it should be possible 350=450,000 tonnes
opencaat week to the power stations from formerly wor pits and from

0 Provig SOurces even if production were to cease. It would be necessary

Vag . ¢ a further 150,000 tonnes a week from other sources. Consideration
i
g

given to the sources which should be used and how the movements

In d-
lﬂcu .
S8ion the following were the main points made = uo

a,

Y The handling in the media of the appointment of Mr Eaton as

s hser to the Chairman of the NCB had led to exaggerated impressio
i

»

to ¢ the future role of Mr MacGregor. No doubt the Board would continue

Mp ake OPportunities to clarify Mr Eaton's role in relation to that of
M&cGregor.

ah  Tole in relation to negotiations and to undesirable speculatio
out,

1
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he NCB's new Enterprise Agency.

@ b, No Chief Executive or Board members had yet been appointed to
Q -

in
T MINISTER, summing up the discussion, said that the temperatVr®

the was likely to be further increased if, as seemed likelys 1€

- e
assets o National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) were sequestered 10 th

f
High Court on the expiry the following day of the deadline for paymen® ©

the fine imposed on the Union for contempt. Meanwhile, considerable
surrounded the talks at ACAS that morning between the NCB and NACODSe

to be hoped that utcome would be that the strike threatened b

from 25 October wo

consistent with its ry and other responsibilities. i e (ke
of the talks remained s NACODS should be left in no doubt that & G
would, on current form,

It was important to avoid
down if NACODS struck, but, equelly

m
reassurances given should not be of a kind likely to reduce pressure HE

by NACODS, the NCB and Central Electri enerating Board co

t
continue, with the support of the Gove to move coal to power Sta'ng
in quantities sufficient to keep them in o n and the econony work

The Group = Q

Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minist
their discussion.

Cabinet Office
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