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USTRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

Up considered a number of oral reports.

THR
thog

mm‘bered

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that pits working normally numbered 45,
some coal numbered 12, and those with some men present
Previ e number turning some coal had increased by 2 compared with the
°°mpar:; W?ek. Numbers of pits on strike or picketed out were now 69,

With 119 at the beginning of the Summer Recess,

Nl.nnhers of strike
zlght Months in whi
t:rf? days, 1,986 h
18t shift that mo
the eng of the day., I

r
*ased by 60 per cent in
S w

%uld shortly restart pro . In addition, Manton colliery was

urning to work had increased markedly. Following
0 had returned, around 5,000 had now returned
ned the previous day., 707 had reported for
He expected this figure to increase to 800-900

{ng and, where numbers of working miners had

Pit
QXp

ace of two days, he hoped that 2 further

ect
York ®d to resume production that day or the following day, and a further

8hj .
Te pit was expected to restart in the course of the week.

Mo
V‘ements of oo

Coay e al in the previous week ached a record 954,000 tonnes.
of 120,0003 at the power stations had aga eased following an increase
durin.g X tonnes during the preceding week xpected a further increase
itigy R:C'lrrent week, Availability of coa er than the ability of
by Tajl inll to provide trains, was now the limIt actor on movements

the South Midlands.
Stps
fop blng Miners, when they returned, would become eligible after four weeks

ack .
To . Payments in respect of holiday and certain other entitlements.
r “Ceive thes :
etur
n
to maj by 19 November, The National Coal Board (NCB), howeve
6
pOSs' s w .
Wag lblllty of advance payments to strikers returning after

Not, .,
Uled out, Moreover, the NCB intended to provide new ince

“-Pning Strikers (

€ payments before Christmas, it was necessary for them to

Dtaip :
*I0 incentives to return for those who had not done so November.

ret
and further pyewvards for miners who had continued
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by implementing their 1983 pay offer. This would give striker
work the prospect of a lump sum for back pay from November 1983 t0
1984, The NCB were planning further letters to strikers, backed

id advertising, to bring home to strikers what was on offer.

RETARY said that the growth of the return to work,

returni varying numbers to many previously strikebound pits,

to a change in the strikers' recent tactic of two large-scale mass P*

be
each morning. The new pattern, in which signs of co-ordination could

It was

seen, involved serjous acts of violence to persons and property. p
ge 0

hard for the po counter these tactics in advance, both becal

their wide geogra spread and because much of the trouble wa

emselves, A comparatively large number of

place away from the
arrests had been made,

criminal offences.

sequestrators appointed by the High

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said thaa
f the

had so far succeeded in seizing only a small sum from the assets ©
National Union of Mineworkers (NUM), It seemed likely to be necessary
e8s

shortly to indemnify the sequestrators to their costs if the proc
to continue, @

In discussion the following were the main 0 made -

he
experienced PY § iy
to a situatiol '

unenforceable’

a. It was essential that the difficulti
sequestrators in tracing NUM funds should n

which a judgement of the High Court for contem
It would be proper for the Government to give the sequestrators i
indemnity as to their costs if necessary to allow the Judgement &
the Court to be upheld.
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of trust, These developments, and particularly their possible consequences

| & lmproper use of funds and against the trustees of the NUM for breach

I individuals, could have important implications for the relative
ngth of moderate and hard-line opinion within the National Executive
NUM. They might also have eventual implications for progress
Vi uestration, the next major step in which was the action in hand
in ¢ sh High Court over money deposited by the NUM in the Irish

Repub]l ic.

¢« The backlo
Teduced in t

Provided, It w
Qumber of the mo

of cases arising from the strikes had been greatly

istrates' courts, where 9 stipendaries had now been
ertheless a matter for concern that a greater
us cases arising from the dispute had not. yet

been dealt with in wn Court.

™ PRy

acee] MINISTER, summing discussion, said that the recent
e :

hip *Tation in the return to w s a most welcome victory for working
ers : ) '

sh 4cting in accordance with the rules of their union., Ministers

Ould
- take care to treat it publicly as such: statements which appear to
Political credit for the Government

& Gy
1y °UP welcomed the steps being take
8g1b1e

cl

re likely to be counterproductive.
e NCB to sustain and, if

» t0 increase the momentum of the . The criminal acts with

Stri i

Or(:htrlkers had responded were a serious pment, She would arrange
a -

Dpes et later that week to discuss furthe of reducing what still
Te

arigy d to be unacceptable delays in trying the erious criminal cases
0g fro

agreed that the

their costs if

Seqy m the strike, As to the civil law, the

est

thay, fators should be indemnified by the Government
as

eng, lecessary in order to allow the judgement of the High Court to be
¢

ed,

The Group -

the io?k note, with approval, of the Prime Minister's s
1T discussion,

2,
15 o 00k note that the Prime Minister would arrange for Cabine

crlm£VGMber to discuss further ways of accelerating the trial of
DAl cages arising from the dispute.

SECRET AND PERSONAL




SECRET AND PERSONAL

3. Invited the Attorney General, consulting the Chief Secretarys

O@ Treasury as necessary, to arrange for the sequestrators pursuiﬂga- ag t0

the assets of the National Union of Mineworkers to be indemnifie
heir costs if that was necessary to allow the judgement of the
igh Court to be enforced.

D

Cabinet Office

13 November 1984
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