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STRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

T@“P received a number of oral reports.

THE

th.e num

OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that with the continuing increase in
th r of miners returning to work some pits were reverting to a two or
r .
“¢ shift pattern of work and therefore the early morning figures would

in ¢
Uture tend to be a less reliable indicator of the true position.,

The

day

a That days morning figure showed a further 790 men
0 .

i;PI%qng for work e first time, There had been particularly encouraging
Cr :

Th)keases in the Nort (651 the previous day, 144 so far that day);
T&shire

ay); North Derbyshire (400 the previous day,

iiﬂ@ c n Area (390 the previous day) and Scotland,

9 Pit:a% was now bei i AMonkton Hall Colliery. There were now only
ang 1 wwlthout men present; the other 147, 45 were working normally,

1 ére turning some coal., It was likely that two or three pits in the

Atte
T category would soon move up to the 'nmormal working' category.

Sout
h w .
ales miners were under intense e to remain on strike, but

Ve
0 a further 16 men had reported fo

109

m

*I Were now working in the coalfield.,
glpe

that day and just over
ntrast there had been
Colliery in North Wales
@further that day.
e P
@
Yori hh&d been some difficulties about attendance, a number of pits in
S ire a

of COl )
1
ol 'ery Overmen, Deputies and Shotfirers (NACODS) but he expected them

frcome satisfactorily,

r
the °ent of normal attendance for work at
p

revi |
®Vious day and the figure was expected t

nd one in Scotland, by members of the National Association

e .
fron Yorking miners had still not received the pay increase

0

gy, Vember 1983 the National Coal Board (NCB) were likely to
Ce

1983,

T .
wcmhi Hile miners returning to work following the end of the curre

re offered
fent soon about a lump sum payment on account backdated to

derj
the 4 Tlve some benefit from the new payment and this would sustain

Cents
tives for resuming work,
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. a8
aal movements the previous week had been 953,500 tonnes, about the-samé w

ifhthe immediately preceeding week., With no significant new difficult:.es ‘
experienced over rail and road movement, he thought it possible
that illion tonnes of coal might be moved in the current weeke

des
to be little chance of any further initiatives from the Tré

(TUC) in the immediate future, He understood that a
the

There
Union C
formal red@€st for a meeting with church leaders had been made by
National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) and it seemed likely that guch @
meeting would be held. It was to be hoped that church leaders Would'be.
ings with Mr Scargill and would take the OPPthuuty

and to draw attention to the NCB offer already

cautious in their d

both to condemn vi
accepted by NACODS,

THE HOME SECRETARY said ere had been some trouble that morniné in ¢

West Yorkshire and Durham lds, but on a much smaller scale than had

been seen recently. He had Yorkshire the previous weekend and bat

been impressed, not only by theA morale of the police officers on 3%

there, but, also by the care being taken by the NCB and police go briet

all individuals seeking to return to work about the situation they would 1

face before including them in the offici ransport arrangements.e He.waﬂ 1

satisfied that the police were clear ab continuing need 1O obtal? k

evidence that would permit proceedings to ught against those who r

were organising and directing violence and ism, | t
3

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said that the sequestrators ted by the High Goﬂfb

had discovered that £5 million of NUM funds, previ ransferred e W

the Republic of Ireland to the United States of Ameriglf, ®ad now Pee” a

moved to three separate locations in Europe and action was in hand 0 t

freeze these assets. D

In discussion the following were the main points made = 0
ing
| a,’ There appeared to be a noticable decline of enthusiasm for n
in Scotland where half the 50 strong picket that morning at Bils
A

Colliery, where 705 men were working, came from the Durham arede

K
further encouraging sign was the fact that 74 per cent of the woT

in the pit at Coventry, earlier the most militant in the Midland

coalfield, was now -‘at work,
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b, It was hoped that, following a recent ruling by the High Court

bout, the illegality of the special 50p miners! support levy on members
the National Union of Seamen, employers in that industry would
efrain from making the necessary deductions at source., It might
useful to consider collecting information about the sizeable

oney being donated to the NUM by a number of local authorities,

| It vag unfortunate that the NCB had not yet selected a chief executive
f

.or NCB Enterprises, but delay had resulted from the need to honour

i

'niernal agreements by advertising such posts widely within the coal
Hdustry, 14

indus try y would

d likely that an appointment, from outside the coal
y be made.

r the group to know how the NCB intended to
lliery review body that had been an important
0DS; the composition, terms of reference
aJndcriteria for consideratj f pits for possible closure would be
& Particular interest. '
Erf:zm.mSTm’ summing up the disc
0 the rate of return to wor

al] :
Tety Practicable means, It was notew hat over 11000 miners had
rn
®d to work in the past 11 days. Sh

the F peceived a letter from
Ore;
®1gn and Commonwealth Office about t nt disclosure of a

b subst 4
an
*al cash gift to the NUM from Soviet
083
thls by the Foreign and Commonwealth Secret
¢ Soviet authorities., The Minister of Stat artment of Trade

Ing
takg thustry was due to lunch that day with the Soviet Ambassador and would
€ o

pr°POs

ion, said that the continuing

d be encouraged and fostered

Prop outlining certain

With
ang

pursuing the matter

PPortunity to raise the matter with the Ambassador on the lines

e
d'by the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary,

&
%
DY
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&

ook note with approval of the Prime Minister?s summing UP

T
Qeir discussion,

20 ed the Secretary of State for Energy =

onal coal

i. to report back when he had discussed with the Nati ndent

Board its thinking about the establishment of the indep€
colliery review body that had been agreed as part of themen,-
settlement with the National Association of Collie

Deputigg and Shotfirers.

18
ficl
11, nge for his officials, in consultation Withtgi
of the ish 0ffice, Welsh Office and Department o 0 |
Enviro assemble information, for circulation %0 f}ﬁnﬂ”r

Group, abo@t ancial assistance to the National Union ’

%m

Cabinet Office

20 November 1984
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