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STRIAL ACTION IN THE COAL INDUSTRY

received a number of oral reports.

THE
SE OF STATE FOR ENERGY said that 6000 striking miners had

Tet;
“red to work during the previous week. Just over 800 had returned on

thr ¢ .
. first shift that morning, This number, which he expected to rise to
°ut 1000 during

e day, was smaller than for the two preceding
Mondﬁys,

. though
1n the return tO

0
tnly 2% pits now ha
8 fonth, Anout 36
e

T® Dow not, on strike:

a i
t&ure of 100,000 not o
day,

No ttln

average for other recent weekdays, The acceleration
Scotland and the North East was continuing,
on present, compared with 111 at the begining of

t of members of the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM)
e total of 222,000 employees in the industry
e should be reached that day or the following
There were some grounds ope that discussions underway in the
hamshire area of the NUM might result in the overtime ban being

C
a].].Ed of f in the . Cou.nty.

Move

m

F ®nts of coal in the previous wee@
nek befol‘e.

Estim&tes of e
Showeq the po

tched the high levels of the
ith road or rail transport,
of the Christmas break,

No difficulties were repo
ndurance, which took full a

wer stations in a strong posit

A'n“-‘mber of

Pefuggy oduction by the

Pits were being prevented from res
of some members of the National Associatio olliery Overseers,

®putj
®S and Shotfirers (NACODS) to cross picket lines. This problem arose

p&rticu
of 1ar1y in the North East and in Yorkshire, where the personal influence
€ Pracs
b0ﬂ113 Tesident of NACODS was strong. NACODS members were under pressure
r :
no o0 the National Coal Board (NCB) and from working mi
Mally,
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HOME SECRETARY said that the decline in mass picketing by the NOM
inued. The highest number of pickets reported at any pit that

was 600, Numbers elsewhere were very significantly less. |

19 pe ad been arrested in connection with the attack on 23 Novembe¥

on Mr Fletcher, a working miner from Pontefract, 9 had been

charged 1d appear in court that day on charges of which the mos®

serious was one of aggravated burglary, which carried a maximum pemﬁ"117y

of life imprisonment. Charges were not thought likely in the case of .
office

of the NUM « were

3 men at present on police bail. The remaining 7 - who included an
& being interviewed by the police,

her
connection with a fire at the home of ano®

n with the

There had been no arr

however, been made in connectio
at the M Geological Unit at Cadeby on.

: i
loyed and the remaining 2 were juven

with the dispute.

working miner., 5 arres
vandalism which had taken
18 November. 3 of the 5 we
no link had as yet  been establi

les?

He was advised by £he Lord Chancellor that a number of serious cases
arising from the dispute were due to be trjed in the period up to early
December by the Crown Courts at Warwick , Stafford, Liverpool'
Chester and by other Crown Courts in the ast and South Easte

. ision
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL said that it was likelyo e Government's de¢

to indemnify the sequestrators pursuing the natlo ssets of the NUM
would become public on or shortly after 28 Novemb¢

In discussion the following were the main points made =

. Limidatio?
a, There was a danger that recent extreme instances of 1nt1m1da 11
sma

and vandalism might effectively deter miners from return
numbers to strike-bound pits. The best way of countering
be for the courts to be seen to deal appropriately and promp
offences. It was noticeable that the President of the NUM, &l
he had deplored attacks on property, had not condemned violence

against Mr Fletcher and others.

2
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equipping working miners with home alarms of the kind widely used

@ b. It might be possible to guard against violent intimidation by
oby the elderly and handicapped.

s xchanges during the previous week between the NCB and NACODS

the Board's policy of avoiding compulsory redundancies

ha been well handled. It would have been preferable to lay

greater stress on the positive aspects of the Board'!s stance and

less on circumstances which might make it hard to avoid

compulsory $

de  The lack

dancies in some abnormal cases if the strike continued.

airman or Chief Executive for NCB (Enterprise) Limited

Continued to d e effectiveness with which the NCB!s case

could be deploye Q

"M PROMR MINTSTHR, sumi

aim
shoulgq be to foster condi

e discussion, said that the Government?s
coulq LAYy in which the steady return to work
T 111‘1? and accelerate. The NCB's case required careful handling to
throughiztstrlkers to return to work, to ensure that those who had worked
avoig 3 had no grounds for feeling aggrieved at their treatment and to
dama g, r:"n or statements - particul in relation to NACODS - which might
Dade j4 a::nt favourable trends in the e. Recent violence and vandalism
shoulq . the more important that crimi
Wi 1 dealt with promptly in the court
& dition;f the Home Secretary and the Lord Ch
Possibiys means of expediting the most serious
Y that prosecutions in some cases might

irect
OT of Public Prosecutions.

es arising from the dispute
Attorney General,

r, should consider
including the
Asen over by the

The Group -

1,
2 Took note, with approval, of the Prime Minister?'s

their discussion,

2, :
and IIJHV1ted the Attorney General, consulting the Home Secret
trialord Chancellor, to consider additionalmeans of expediting

0f the most serious criminal cases arising from the dispu
G .
abingt 0ffice

Novembe T 1984
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