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We are writing to you in our capacity of joint chairmen

of the Royal Opera House Development Appeal to ask whether
you would be willing to grant us a few minutes of your
very busy time.

We wish to inform you about the present state of the
development project, which is crucial to our survival, and
to seek your help and advice regarding our efforts to ensure
the completion of the first phase of the programme.

Our request to see you is made with the full knowledge of
Mr. Norman. St. John-Stevas, and we earnestly hope that
something may be possible in the near future.

We of course recognise that in relation to the great

affairs of State with which you have to contend Covent

Garden must rank pretty low, but nevertheless we submit

that the Royal Opera House is one of the most internationally
famous of all British institutions, and that its future
survival is a matter of national importance.
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The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.,
10 Downing Street,
London, S.W.1.
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