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SUITMARY NOTE FOR THE RICC2D OF A TETE  TET. DISCUS ION BEIWEEN
THE FRIME MINIATER AND L:.5 PRINE MINIS.tR Of INDIA, MikS. INDIKA
GAIDAL, IN DELL . ON 45 APRIL 1981 AT 1500 HOURS

US/Indian Rels ;ions

e Prime Ministe:z told Nrs. Gandhi that the wcrld seemed

to her to be a2 increasingly dangerous plac:. This being the

case, it was a pity that relations between India ard the United
States were no: closer. [t wes not easy to understznd the
difficulties which had aviser. One would 1ave exypected t

to be an affinity between the world's %wo largest cemocracies.
Was there anything that Boitain could do to help?
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Mrs. Geadhi said th:t in 2arlier days, her pexlsonal

relations hezd been very good with more than one American
President. She had got on well with both President Kennedy
anl Presidert Johnson. TI'ut trere came a time when India put

a number of speecific requests to the United States. 1In a year
of scrious drcught, they had askec for wheat and been refused.
The lussians ! ad supplied it iastcad. Relations between the
Indisn Governn:nt and Presidert Nixon had never recovered 1rom
this. Similarly the S had refused to help India establish a
state stecl irdustfy. Here again the Soviet Union hal

to assist. Finally, the Americans had refused their
hostilities between India and Bangladesh.

Mrs. Gandhi was at pains to make it clear that she had
no sympathy with Communism as such. She was experiencing acute
difficulties with the Communists in a number of Indian states
and was at a loss to know how to tackle them. The Soviet Union
had failed to back her in the 1977 election, preferring an
outcome in which she was narrowly returned to power. In the event
they had miscalculated and she had been defeated. But the fact
was that the Russians had helped on a number of crucial occasions.
An additional factor was that they were willing to accept payment
fer their exports to India in Rupees.

/Afghanistan and Pakistan

CONFIDER™ -

4




Afghanistan and Pakistan
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There was relatively 1little discussicn this vccasicn
about Afghanistan and Pakistan. On Pakistan, Mrs Gan'hi had said

that whatever t'ieir assuranc2s, the fact was
had been prepar:d to use whatever arms they ha

On Afghanictan, Mrs Gandhi was 'nclined %o argue

Ruscians h:d always feared encircclement z2ad ‘hat there

o

things goirg on in Afghanistan, before th2 Soviet irterventl
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calculated Lo s'imulate Soriet iensitivities about

future orientat lon.

Immigration and the Nationality Bill

™"he Prime 1inister told Mrs Gandhi that many of the

accusations mad  against the Netionality Bill were very unfair.
She referred to the amendments to it made in response to the
wishes of the Iadian Government. The rients of exicting UKPH

to enter the Urited Kingdom would be unszffected. Mrs Gardhi

said that che was bombarded witr corressondeice zabout UKFH.
Was there zaytbing the British Government could do 1o increase

the numbers bei g talen "he Prime Minicter hadt reriied that

thi:; woulc be ¢ _fficult at a tine when there weig. 2.  aillion

unemploved in t1e United Kingdom and in the aftermaib of th
Erixton riot. Britain was stil’ taking very large: numbers of
immigrants from India each year. The Prime linister asked whether
it weald be acceptable if UKPH were :substituted fer dependants.

This was sometbing which could be arranzed simini@trztively.

Mrs Gandhi replied that she did not know whether This would

be acceptable.

Commercial Relations

The Prime Minister said that she hoped the Indian Government

would consider very seriously the British tender for 13
plant. British industry could be relied upon

The contract would be very helpful to us in the

the unemployment problem. DMrs Gandhi said that it

difficult to take quick

/ decisions
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in matters like tvhis. If thiugs happened

was always a risk of the accusation th
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Mrs. Gandki caid tnat her

a greau success.




