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Indo/Pakistani Relations

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SWI1A 2AH

28 April 1981

The Prime Minister has requested advice (Riyadh telno 4 -
copy enclosed) on how to convey to the President of Pakistan
the outcome of her discussion with Mrs Gandhi about Indo/
Pakistan relations.

Lord Carrington suggests that the Ambassador of Pakistan
should be asked to call at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
and should be given an oral account by Sir John Graham of what
transpired on the lines set out in the last paragraph of this
letter. The Ambassador has in fact already asked to call on
Graham for a briefing.

We have considered alternative procedures. This was
discussed on the aircraft with the Prime Minister and we confirm
the recommendation that she should not send a further letter to
President Zia. Mrs Thatcher's letter of 14 April did not
promise a further communication on this subject (the question
of a possible visit by the Prime Minister to Pakistan can be
dealt with later). We believe that another letter could
well stimulate a reply from Zia which might be more difficult
to deal with. Moreover Mrs Gandhi did not ask the Prime
Minister to convey a response to President Zia on her behalf
so that anything in writing would have to be carefully worded.

We have also considered whether an occasion might arise
in the near future for Lord Carrington to give the Pakistan
Foreign Minister an account of the exchanges in Delhi. But
the Pakistan Embassy told us that Mr Agha Shahi does not propose
to return to Pakistan via London at the conclusion of his
current visit to Washington. In the absence on leave of
HM Ambassador, Islamabad, the Chargé d'Affaires might find it
difficult to secure access at a sufficiently high level to
deliver a message; but we would propose to send him an account
of Sir John Graham's conversation with the Pakistan Ambassador
and authorise him to speak similarly in case of need.

If the Prime Minister agrees, Sir John Graham would tell
the Pakistan Ambassador that the Prime Minister passed to
Mrs Gandhi the gist of President Zia's message, emphasising
his affirmation of Pakistan's desire for friendship and
rejection of an arms race with India. In discussion the Prime
Minister had also stressed, as she also did in public,
Pakistan's right to acquire weapons for self-defence and the
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problems which Pakistan faced with Soviet troops on her
borders and some 2 million refugees. Mrs Gandhi had

replied (but without asking the Prime Minister to convey

her response) that it was hard to see how the supply of

arms could help over Afghanistan and that this might make
the Russians dig in their heels. Nevertheless, India
wanted friendship with Pakistan which was a " necessity'",
India faced huge problems and could ill afford =
confrontation or an arms race, In asking the Pakistan
Ambassador to convey this account to his Government,

Sir John Graham would also refer him to the Prime Minister's
letter of 14 April in which she stressed that the strongest
possible understanding between Pakistan and India was in the
interests of the region as a whole and stated that, as g
country which is outside but deeply interested in the area,
we would applaud any attempts by the Governments of Pakistan
and India to promote such understanding.

(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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