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Fromthe Secretary of State

M O'D B Alexander Esq
Private Secretary

10 Downing Street '
Iondon, SW1 (T May 1981
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CALL BY G D BIRIA

I enclose suggested talking points and a
background note on fertilisers and the
Festival of India as well as biographical
details and a note on the Birla Group for
the Prime Minister's meeting with Mr Birla
at 10.00 tomorrow.
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D Birla i1s the founder of the la diversified

non Governmental empire in India

was born on 12 April 4394, at Pilan
$ L
trading family. His formal

3

i KW - ! T i 1 at+ 1! i
at the age ¢ He married at 14 and
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his career as a Toke in jute gunny bags at the age
P

He had gained COﬂoldQT&DLO prominence by the age of
was then offered a knighthood, which he declined.

entry into the Jjute industry brought him in contact with
ng to a recent interview) he admired
their "superioritv in business methods,

British whom (accordi
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their organising
and many other virtues" but he objected to their

Now 87 years old, G D Birla is energetic and mentally alert.

starts the day at 4 in the morning and attends his o

ffice
egularly. He was a close associate of Mahatma Gandhi on

whom he has written books, and he contributed large sums toward

the independence struggle. Critics of Birla say that his

assocliation with Gandhi was an investment which later enabled

him to gain economic and political muscle to manipulate levers

of power.

Frugal and puritanical by nature, he is deeply religious in

an unorthodox fashion.

He 1is very particular about punctuality
and fond of reading, painting, cooking, '

singing devotional
songs and traveling in his 25 year old converted Dakota DC-3.
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is known for his quick perception, clear thinking and

capacity for taking calculated risks. He is the founder member

of educational and public foundations, but prefers to keep a

low profile on the national scene, refusing to discuss politics
and present day politicians.




largest inc trial ¢ T the Birla Group

based conglomerate) rertook the Tata Group (steel,
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few years ago. Both Groups have

asset bout US £1.5 billion each. The Birla group now
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encompasses 69 companies producing hundreds of items ranging
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to jute to paper and aluminium, from cement and

They produce goods
3.77 crores (nearly £2 mi
imated 500,000 people. In recen
become more and more involved in projects
West Asia and West Africa.
shipping. G D Birla is the
Birla family and companies
and unfriendly competition

f his two brothers now

that each of theilx companies.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary S5 May 1981

VISIT OF G D BIRLA

The Prime Minister would be prepared
to receive Mr. Birla for a courtesy call.
A convenient time for the Prime Minister will
be at 1000 on Wednesday, 13 May.

—

Mrs. Catherine Capon,
Department of Trade.
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group in 3
apout two weeks. One OJ
38 tr“‘Lll iser project with I.:nf',
the Department is facilitating this.

tru a meal for the Prime Min "L:'st(‘“ when she
her to call on her when he was next in
tal invitation during his stay
Department on arrival in London. If

would like to see Mr Birla perhaps you
time which our officials pass One.
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