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I called today on the Chief Justice. I'ﬁhqught‘heiwas very

nice and agreeable, and he talked about his admination for Lo

Denning and his friends in the legal profession in.Britafn.ghgﬂﬁ;

Knowing that the Federal Government had been in the past lgmorant

about how things were going within the Court on the Constitution

I felt sure that he would not say anything to me either about

; the substance of the matter or about the timing, especially on

i a first official courtesy visit of this sort, and he did not;

% aor.did .l think it sppropriatce to question him about it, which

§ might have embarrassed him, but he did say that the Court would

; probably let it be known four oT five days in advance before it

: produced its judgement. He also said that, unlike the Prime

i Minister, he could not dragoon his colleagues, who were highly
independent in their views (this, I think, was an oblique way of

”lsgyjn- that the Court was divided) and he said that great care
B=TTo be taken to produce an accurate French translation of
anything affecting Quebec (this might suggest that the judgement

‘ is more or less ready, but I am not sure:)
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~~~ Moran

10 September 1981

cc: B R Berry Esq, North America Department
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