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TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 688 OF 3 NOVEMEER

COHSTITUTION

1., THE FIRST CLOSED SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE ENDED YESTERDAY
EVENING WITHOUT ANY OFFICIAL ANNOUMCEMENT OF WHAT HAD EEEN
DISCUSSED OR WHETMER THERE HAD BEEN PROGRESS, PAREMIERS QUESTIONED
BY REPORTERS AFTERWARDS INDICATED THAT THE MEETING HAD BEEN
CONDUCTED IN A FRIEMDLY ATMOSPHERE AND BAVE SCME HGPES OF
PROGRESS, EVEN LEVESQUE SAID ’’UNLESS APPEARANCES ARE DECEIVING,
BECAUSE ONE NEVER wNOWS, IT SEEMS THERE 1S SOLID EFFORT UNDER
!Elh THERE HAS BEEN PROGRESS IN MY OPINION,,.,THERE ARE
POSSIRILITIES ABOUT AN AMENDING FORMULA’’, PERHAPS THE MOST
NEGATIVE WAS LYOM OF MANITORA WHO CONFINED HIMSELF TO SAYING:
*IWE MAVE NOT SEEN TOO MUCH FLEXIBILITY ON THE PART OF THE
FEDERAL PEOPLE BUT MAYEE AFTZR A NIGHT’S REST THEY'’LL SEE THE
LIGHT A LITTLE BETTER'’, LOUGHEED WHEN INTERVIEWED THIS MORNING
SAID HE THOUGHT THAT HATFIELD'S COMPROM|SE SUGGESTION WAS NOT
VERY HELPFUL AND THAT TARUDEAU SHCULD GO BACK TOC HIS OwN 1378
PROPOSALS WHEREBY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE AN ENTRENCHED
CHARTER OF RIGHTS RBINDING ON THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ALLOWING THE
PROVINCES TO OPT IN, HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT TRUDEAU WAS NOT
MERELY GDING THROUGH THE MOTIONS IN ORDER TO SATISFY THE NEW
DEMOCRATIC PARTY WHICH MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO HIM WHEN HE WENT TO
LONDON,

2, FOR #IS PART TRUDEAU SAID *’THERE IS A CHANCE OF AN AGREEMENT
BUT | DO NOT KNOW WHAT ODDS I°D GIVE, SOME OF THE GROUP OF EIGHT
ARE SHOWING A REASONABLE FLEXIBILITY’®, IN A TELEVISION INTERVIEW
THIS MOARNING, CHRETIEN SPEAKING IN A VERY CONCILIATORY MANNER
EMPHASISED THE MOVES THAT HAD BEEN MADE BY THE MEMBERS OF THE FED-
ERAL CAMP AND HOPED THAT THE DISSENTING PREMIERS WOULD FOR THEIR
PART FEEL ABLE TO MOVE FORWARD,

3 IT APPEARS THAT THE MEETING CONCENTRATED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON
DISCUSSION OF AN AMENDING FORMULA AND THAT ATTENTION TURNED TO THE
SUBSTANCE OF THE CHARTER OF RIGHTS ONLY TOWARDS THE VERY END,

IT HAS BEEN WIDELY SEPORTED THAT HATFIEZLD SCUND HIMSELF IN
DIFFICULTY WHEN ASKED TO EXPLAIN THE DETAILS OF HIS COMPROMI SE
PROPOSAL AND HAD TO SE HMELPED QUT BY TRUDEAU, THIS HAS LENT
ADDED CRELDENCE TO THE VIEW THAT THE CONCESSIONS QOFFERED YESTERDAY
MORMING BY DAVIS AND HATFIELD WERE CRCHESTRATED BY THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT,
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4, RYAM, THE LIBERAL LEADER IN

 RESTRICTED

QUEBEC MAS ISSUED A WARNING

TO LEVESQUE THAT HE SHOULD NCT FOLLOW THE ONTARIO CONCESS!ON
AND OFFER TO GIVE UP QUEBREC’S VETO ON FUTURE CONSTITUTIONAL

AMENDMENT,

5. CLARK THE OPPOSITION LEADER IN PARLIAMENT HAS CHALLENCED MR
TRUDEAU TO MOLD A FEDERAL ELECTION OR REFERENDUM |F NO AGREEMENT
IS REACHED DURING THE MEETING,

€., THE MEETING CONTINUES IN CLOSED SESSION TODAY,
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