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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 19 May 1982

The Prime Minister has asked me to thank you for your

letter of 21 April and to reply on her behalf.

Mrs Thatcher was naturally most concerned to hear of your
continued imprisonment without charges having been made.
Mrs Thatcher raised your case and that of other British subjects
held at that time without charge, when she visited Saudi Arabia
in April of last year. Our Ambassador also recently asked

Prince Naif to look urgently at your case.

I understand that since you wrote to the Prime Minister you
have been sentenced to two years imprisonment but that this has
been backdated to the date of your original imprisonment. I very
much hope that you will be able to qualify for maximum remission

and be released soon.

The Consular Department of the Foreign and Commonwealth
Office have been in regular touch with your mother throughout.

She is both relieved and pleased at the prospect of seeing you soon.

W, F. S. RICKED |

Mr. Charles Clark
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10 DOWNING STREET (e

From the Private Secretary 19 November 1982

Thank you for your letter of 15 October to the Prime
Minister. I have been asked to reply.

I am sorry that you continue to think that the Embassy
are not interested in your situation and are misleading you.
This is not true.

Mr. Northern visited the Prison again on 9 October as
promised to see about the arrangements for Mr. Sullivan's
release and deportation, However, after spending several hours
at the Prison he was informed that the documentation would not
be completed that day. The administrative procedures had been
completed, but the Prison Office refused to authorise Mr. Sullivan's
departure until after his file was completed. By that time it was
too late for Mr. Northern to see you and Mr. Sullivan that day.
He did not pass a message as there was no progress to report and he
was going to call back at a later date to find out whether the
formalities had been completed. It is unfortunate that Mr. Northern
told Mrs. Sullivan that her husband would be home that week, but
as you will probably realise this was based on information received
from the Saudi authorities.

Mr. Northern returned to the Prison on 16 October, to enquire
about Mr. Sullivan's release. He was told by the deportation office
that the paperwork would take a day or so and was asked to return on
18 October to arrange the exit visa and flight booking, which he did.
On both occasions he was not able to arrange to see you but he did
see Mr, Sullivan on 23 October to deliver his ticket and passport.

I understand that Mr, Northern has now informed you that your
continued detention is due to a decision by the Customs Committee
and not the Ministry of the Interior. I am sorry that you were
given conflicting information when you made your own enquiries,
but as you know it is sometimes difficult to verify statements from
various Saudi offices. I understand that you are now considering
whether or not to appeal against the findings of the Customs
Committee and have 15 days in which to do so. Obviously, the
Committee's decision must furtherdelay your release but I do hope
that it will not be for long.

/1 assure you




Ry s

I assure you that the Embassy will continue to keep a close

watch on your case. I know that Mr. Northern
as he can and that the Consular Department of
Commonwealth Office maintains regular contact

I very much hope that there will be good
to her soon.

Charles Clark, Esq.

visits you as often
the Foreign and
with your mother,

news to pass on




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

18 November 1982

Vesr (i,

arles Clark and John Sullivan

)
AT K

Thank you for_your letter of 5 Nowember enclosing
a copy of a lett€r which the Prime Minister has received
from the above named prisoners in Saudi Arabia.

Minister on 9 Sepjp€mber about their continued detention.
Since then Mr Sullivan has been released and deported.
Mr Clark's release has been delayed because a Saudi
Customs Committee ruled that all those involved in the
whisky smuggling operation should jointly pay a fine

of nearly 1.5 million Saudi Riyals, (£250,000).

Mr Clark is considering whether to appeal against this
decision.

lessrs Clar?}zpd Sullivan also wrote to the Prime

I enclose a draft reply to Mr Clark, together with
essential facts on the case.

(- e

(J E Holmes)
Private Secretary

T Flesher Esq
10 Downing Street
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DRAFT: minute/letter/teleletter/despatch/note TYPE: Draft/Final 14

FROM: Reference
PS/No 10

DEPARTMENT:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION

Top Secret
Secret
Confidential
Restricted
Unclassified

PRIVACY MARKING

vveeeneeeee 1 Confidence

CAVEAT

Enclosures—flag(s)

TO: Your Reference
C Clark Esq
Malaz Central Prison

Section 2 :
Riyadh Copies to:
Saudi Arabia

SUBJECT:

Thank you for your letter of 15 October to the Prime

Minister. I have been asked to reply.

I am sorry that you continue tofhéak'UuH;the Embassy are
not interested in your situation and are misleading you.

This is not true.

Mr Northern visited the Prison again on 9 October as
promised to see about the arrangements for Mr Sullivan's
release and deportation. However, after spending several
hours at the Prison he was informed that the documentation
would not be completed that day. The administrative
procedures had been completed, but the Prison Office
refused to authorise Mr Sullivan's departure until his file
was completed. By that time it was too late for Mr
Northern to see you and Mr Sullivan that day. He did not
pass a message as there was no progress to report and he
was going to call back at a later date to find out whether
the formalities had been completed. It is unfortunate that
Mr Northern told Mrs Sullivan that her husband would be
home that week, but as you will probably realise this was

/based
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based on information received from the Saudi authorities.

Mr Northern returned to the Prison on 16 October, to enquine
about Mr Sullivan's release. He was told by the deportatiqgn
office that the paperwork would take a day or so and was
asked to return on 18 October to arrange the exit visa and
flight booking, which he did. On both occasions he was nof
able to arrange to see you but he did see Mr Sullivan on

23 October to deliver his ticket and passport.

I understand that Mr Northern has now informed you that

your continued detention is due to a decision by the

Customs Committee and not the Ministry of the Interior.
I am sorry .that you were given conflicting

information when you made your own enquiries, but as you
sometimes

know it is/difficult to verify statements from various

Saudi offices. I understand you are now considering whethe
or not to appeal against the findings of the Customs

Committee and have 15 days in which to do so. Obviously,
the Committee's decision must further delay your release

but I do hope that it will not be for long.

I assure you that the Embassy will continue to keep a closg
watch on your case. I know that Mr Northern visits you as
often as he can and that the Consular Department of the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office maintains regular contact

with your mother.

I very much hope that there will be good news to pass on

to her soon.




ESSENTIAL FACTS

CHARLES CLARK

1. Arrested 26 November 1980 in Dammam in connection
with large scale whisky smuggling operation. Claimed

innocence of any complicity.

2. Transferred to Riyadh in Sentember 1981 for acuestioning

by Customs Department. Returned to Dammam February 1982,

Sentenced on 12 May 1982 to two vears imprisonment.
Remission of one quarter of sentences: Should have been

released after Ramadan (25 July).

Taken to Riyadh for further questioning by Customs.

5. Customs fine imposed jointlv on those involved

(about 1.5 million Riyals).







9 November 1882

I enclose a copy of a letter the Prime
Minister has received from Messrs. John Sullivan
and Charles Clark,

I would be grateful if you could let me
have a suitable draft reply which I might
send to them by Fridav 19 November.

(TIMOTHY FLESHER)

Christopher Greenwood, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 8 October 1982

Thank you for your letter of 9 September to the Prime
Minister about your continued detention in Saudi Arabia. I
have been asked to reply.

The Prime Minister well understands your sense of frustration
that your release has been delayed in this way particularly
since Mr. Philip Clark has now been released. I am sorry, however,
that you feel that the Embassy are ignoring your plight. I assure
you that is not at all the case. The Foreign and Commonwealth
Office and the Embassy have been active in pressing for your
release.

As Mr. Northern explained when he visited you, the staff of
the Embassy try to visit as often as they can. In addition the
Embassy is in regular contact with the Saudi authorities in order
to find out where matters stand. You probably realise this can
be a long, frustrating and sometimes unproductive exercise; the
intervention of Ramadan, the Eid and Hajj holidays has not helped.

The latest information we have received from the Embassy is
that amongst you, Mr. Sullivan is to be released next week. This
is good news and I sincerely hope that there is no further delay.

As for Mr. Clark's case, it seems that Customs procedures
have not yet been completed, although we have been given to under-
stand that these would be resolved soon after the Hajj holiday.

We shall continue to keep up the pressure for your release.

Mr. Hurd, Minister of State at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office
raised your case with the Saudi Ambassador on 24 September. The
Ambassador undertook to report this approach to Riyadh. We are
assured that the Ministry of the Interior and the Customs Depart-
ment fully understand the need for urgency. I am very much aware
that it is now nearly five months since Mr. Rickett wrote to you
about your continued detention and it is depressing to learn that
your release is still held up.




I know how worried and anxious Mrs. Clark must be at the
.ack of progress and I do hope that our latest efforts will prove
effective and that you will very soon be released and reunited
with your family.

C. Clark, Esq.,
J.E. Sullivan., Esq.




Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

g October 1982

Ll
A L

Charles Clark, Philip Clark,
John Sullivan

Thank you for your letter of 23‘§éptember enclosing a copy
of a letter which the Prime Minister has received from the above
named prisoners in Saudi Arabia.

Mr Charles Clark wrote to the Prime Minister on 21 April
this year about his continued detention without charge. He was
subsequently sentenced and was on the point of being released
in July when he was further detained by the Saudi Customs
authorities. Mr Hurd raised the case with the Saudi Ambassador
on 24 September who undertook to report our approach to Riyadh,
and the Secretary of State is being briefed to raise this if he
visits Saudi Arabia next week.

Mr Philip Clark was released on 21 September and Mr Sullivan
who should have been released on 4 September, is to be released
next week following agreement by the Customs authorities.

L]

I enclose a draft reply to Messrs Charles Clark and John
Sullivan together with a note on the essential facts of the cases.
The draft does not mention the possibility of the Secretary of
State raising this, in case the visit does not materialise.

lons 2

thl_e.

(J E Holmes)
Private Secretary

T Flesher Esq
10 Downing Street




DSP ** (Revised)
. DRAFT: minute/letter/teleletter/despatch/note TYPE: Dral‘t;‘Fin‘;l 1+ ®

. FROM: Reference

PS/No. 10

DEPARTMENT:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION :

J E Sullivan Esq Your Reference
Top Secret C Clark Esq
Malaaz Prison ;
y Section 2 Copies to:
Confidential Riyadh

Restricted Saudi Arabia

Secret

Unclassified

PRIVACY MARKING SUBJECT:

o eeveseedn Confidence Thank you for your letter of 9 September to the Prime

Minister about your continued detention in Saudi Arabia.
GAVEAY soiianian s

I have been asked to reply.

The Prime Migister well understands your sense of
frustration tﬁéthyour release has been delayed in this way
particularly since Mr Philip Clark has now been released.
I am sorry, however, €Ha§ you feel that the Embassy are
ignoring your plight. \‘{.qssure you that is not at all

the case. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office and the

have been active in pressing for ¥your release.
N

N
\

As Mr Northern explained when he visitéd y0u, the staff of

the Embassy try to visit as often as they oan. In
addition the Embassy is in regular contact wftQ the Saudi

authorities in order to find out where matters étand. You

Enclosures—flag(s) probably realise this can be a long, frustrating anda

sometimes unproductive exercise; the intervention of°

Ramadan, the Eid and Hajj holidays has not helped.

”
The latest information we have received from the Embassy 1is
amongst

that/you, Mr Sullivan ig to be released next week. TN S

/is
56-ST Dd 0532078 12/78 H+PLid Bly




is good news and I sincerely hope that there is/no further

/7
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- casgy/ﬂf Cla;gﬁ it seems th

Ambasgador on 24 September. The

he lack of

everything
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. FROM: Reference

. DRAFT: minute/letter/teleletter/despatch/note TYPE: Drafthi}ual 14+°

DEPARTMENT:

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION Your Reference

Top Secret

Secret Copies to:
Confidential

Restricted
Unclassified

PRIVACY MARKING SUBIJECT:

«snseeenses I Confidence

CAVEAT

Enclosures—flag(s)
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is good news and I sincerely hope that there is no

further delay.

As for WMr Clark's case, it seems that Customs

procedures have not yet been completed, although we
have been given to understand that these would be
resolved soon after the Hajj holiday. We shall
continue to keep up the pressure for your release.

Mr Hurd, Minister of State at the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office raised your case with
the Saudi Ambassador on 24 September. The Ambassador
undertook to report this approach to Riyadh. We
are assured that the Ministry of the Interior
and the Customs Department fully understand the need
for urgency. I am very much aware that it is now
nearly five months since Mr Rickett wrote to you about
your continued detention and it is depressing to

learn that your release is still held up.

I know how worried and anxious Mrs Clark must be at
the lack of progress.and I do hope that our latest
efforts will prove effective and that you will very

soon be released and reunited with your family.




ESSENTIAL FACTS

CHARLES CLARK

1. Arrested 26 November 1980 in Dammam in connection
with large scale whisku smuggling operation. Claimed

innocence of any complicity.

2. Transferred to Riyadh in September 1981 for qﬂgétioning
by Customs Department. Returned to Dammam Februaﬁg;lQSZ.

3. Sentenced on 12 May 1982 to' two years imprisonment.
Remission of one quarter of sentence. Should have been
released after Ramadan (25 July).

4
¢

Taken to Riyadh for further questioning by.CustomS.




JOHN EDWARD "‘SULLIVAN

1. Arrested in Riyadh on 11 March together with a German 2
three Austrians and a Saudi National.

2 Caught distributing alcohol.

3. Sentenced 3 July to 12 months imprisonment and 150 strokes
of the cane. Eligible for release under King's amnesty. Release
date 4 September 1982. Delayed due to Customs procedures,

To be released approx mid October 1982.







ntember 1982

I enclose a copy of a letter the Prime
Minister has received from Messrs John Sullivan,

Charles Clark and Philip Clark.

I would be gratdful if you could let me

have a suitable draft Private Secretary reply

by Thursday, 7 October.

(TIMOTHY FLESHER)

Christopher Greenwood, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




I am writing on behalf f the Prime
Minister to thank you for your letter of

Y September.

This is receiving attention and a reply

be sent to you as soon as possible.

(TIMOTHY FLESHER)

J.E. Sullivan, Esqg.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

19 May 1982

/’mjerLqJ“/ﬁi_
Doy Sohas

Charles Clark

Thank you for your letter of 6 May enclosing a copy
of a letter which the Prime Minister received from Charles
Clark, who has been detained for almost 18 months without
being charged in Saudi Arabia, He wrote a similar letter
on the same day to Mr Hurd, Minister of State at the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office.

Mr Clark has now been sentenced to 2 years'
imprisonment and with remission may be released soon.

I enclose a draft reply to Mr Clark, together with
a background note. The reply should be sent through the
diplomatic bag to Jedda. Our Embassy will arrange for it
to be delivered to Mr Clark.

U
(raA  Err

4%1._ Hdno

(J E Holmeg)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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FROM: Reference

A J COLES
DEPARTMENT.: TEL. NO:

Your Reference

Charles Clark Esq
Dammam Central Prison
DAMMAM Copies to:
Saudi Arabia

SUBIJECT:

The Prime Minister Mas asked me to thank you

for your letter of 21 April and to reply on her behalf.

Mrs Thatcher wgs naturally most concerned to hear
of your continued Aimprisonment without charges having
been made. Mrs atcher raised your case and that of
other British smubjects held at that time without
charge, when she visited Saudi Arabia in April of last
year. Our Ambassador also recently asked Prince Naif

to look urgently at your case.

I understand that since you wrote to the Prime
Minister you have been sentenced to two years imprisonment
but that this has been backdated to the date of your
original imprisonment. I very much hope that you will
be able to qualify for maximum remission and be

released soon.

/The Consular Department




The Consular Department of the Foreign and

Commonwealth Office have been in regular touch

with your mother throughout. She is both relieved

and pleased at the prospect of seeing you soon.




ESSENTIAL FACTS

CHARLES CLARK
1% Arrested 26 November 1980 in Dammam in connection

with large-scale whisky smuggling operation.

Claims innocence of any complicity.

3. Prime Minister raised case in general terms during

visit to Saudi Arabia in April 1981.

4, Two others connected with affair were deported on
19 November 1981. Three others sentenced on 12 December
1981. Two of those have now been released. The third -

David Hanley - is now serving a four year prison sentence.

By, Ambassador in Jedda raised case with Minister of the

Interior on 21 April.

6. Sentenced on 12 May to 2 years imprisonment.

Possible remission of one quarter of sentence, may be

released soon or, more probably, not until after Ramadan
(22 June - 25 July).




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 6 May 1982

I enclose a copy of a letter which the Prime Minister has
received from Mr. Charles Clark who states he is being held in

prison by the Saudi Arabian authorities.

I should be grateful if you could let me have a brief
account of the case and a draft reply for my signature on behalf
of the Prime Minister (together with advice on how the reply

should best be sent).

As the letter has clearly been delayed in transit (it was

received here on 6 May), I should be grateful if the draft

reply could reach me early next week.

John Holmes, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




