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I understand that Mr Michael Foot's office contacted the Department
of Trade earlier today to ask for copies of any speeches made by
Mr Parkinson when he visited Argentina as Minister for Trade in
August 1980. In fact, as the Department stated i1n a written
Parliamentary Answer on 14 May, transcripts of the speeches

Mr Parkinson made on that visit are not available: but the notes
prepared for one speech, to the Anglo-Argentine Chamber of Commerce,
were handed t6 the Press in Argentina. A copy of the notes is
attached. Some quotes from this speech were used by Mr Paul Foot
in a "Daily Mirror" article early in the Falklands crisis.

Mr Parkinson therefore feels that the best course is to send

Mr Michael Foot a copy of the notes, while pointing out that

Mr Parkinson's remarks were directed to economic cooperation and
that the economic team in the Argentine GOvernment at tThe time was
very different from that at the time of the Falklands invasion.

We should be grateful to know as soon as possible whether the

Prime Minister has any objection to this course of action.

We assume that Mr Foot has asked for these notes in preparation for
Thursday's debate on the Falklands enquiry. We suspect that when he
sees them he will realise that there is little in them which can be
used as ammunition, but if he does raise the subject we recommend
that the Prime Minister adopt the line indicated above.

I am sending copies of this letter to John Holmes (FCO), John Rhodes
(Department of Trade) and David Wright (Cabinet Office).

Yours

KEITH LONG
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq

Private Secretary to the Prime Minister
10 Downing Street

London SW1
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