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ARGENTINAs ARMS SUPPLIES

1. BURT (ASS|STANT UNDER SECRETARY FOR LUPGPEnN AFFAIRS) RAISED

WITH MINISTER THIS MOREING THE PROBLEM OF ARMS SUPPLIES TO ARGENTIRA
{T WAS CLEAR FROM RECENT U S INTELLIGENCE REPORTS THAT THE RUSSIANS
€RE SHOWING RENEWED INTEREST IN A DEAL WITH THE ARGENTINIANS IHVOLY
ING GRAIN IH EXCHANGE FOR ARMAMENTS, THUS FAR, THE ARGE NTINTAN

RE SPONSE wAD pEEN RESFONSIRLE, BUT THE AMERICANS WERE NORE TCO SURE
Oy LONG THIS WOULD CONTIHUE IF THE ARGENTINIANS WERE UNABLE TO GET
ARMS FROM ARYWHERE ELSE,

2, DURT CONTINUED THAT THE U S ADMINISTRATICON Ve RE WORRIED ARGUT THE
rUS IHILIT{ Cr AN Al RMAMENTS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP RECOMING ESTABLISHED
PETWEEN THE USSR AND ARCENTINA, ME FELIEVED WE QUARED THIS CONCERN,
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WITHOUT US y UP ITS MEAG! HARD CURRENCY RESERVES,




WITHOUT USING UP ITS MEAGRE MARD CURRENCY RESERVES.

3, BURT ALSO MADE A GLANCING REFERENCE TO A FURTHER ARGUMENT I
SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN USED WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATION THAT IN THE EVENT
OF FURTHER TENSION IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC, IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT TO
HAVE GOT BACK INTO A POSITION WHERE THE U S AND THE EC JOINTLY HAD
SOME LEVERACE OVER THE ARGENTINIANS, THE (MPLICATION SEEMED TO BE
THAT SUCH LEVERAGE WOULD BE MORE EFFECTIVE IF SOME KIND OF ARMAMERTS
SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WESTERN INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES MAD
BEEN RESTORED,

Ly BURT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT EOR THE TIME BEING THE AMERICANS WERE
UNLIKELY TO LIFT THEIR ARMS EMBARGO, IT HAD BEEN IMPOSED IN 1978
PECAUSE OF ARGENTINA'S POOR HUMAN RIGHTS PERFORMANCE, THERE WAS NO
EARLY LIKELIHOOD THAT CONGRESS WOULD CONSIDER THAT THIS MAD
SUFFICIENTLY IMPROVED TO PERMIT THE RESUMPTION OF ARMS SALES, EVEN
IF HO OTHER ARGUMENTS WERE INVOLVED, BUT THE SAME CONSIDERATIONS DID
DT NECESSARILY APPLY TO THE EUROPEANS, HE WOULD EE INTERESTED TO
KNOW WHAT UK THINKING WAS ABOUT THIS, THOMAS SAID THAT ME WOULD
RePORT BURT’S ENQUIRY AND SEEK A REACTION FROM LONDON, BUT HE COULD
SAY AT ONCE THAT OUR OVERRIDING CONCERN WAS, AS THE AMERICANS KMNEW,
FOR THE SECURITY OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS AND OF QUR FORCES WHICH
REMAINED THERE, THERE COULD RE NO QUESTION OF OUR ACQUIESCING IN A
FESUMPTION OF WESTERN ARMS SUPPLIES TO THE ARGENTINIANS UNTIL THEY
HAD EXPLICITLY AND CONVINCINGLY ACCEPTED THAT HOSTILITIES HAD REEN
CONCLUDED, BURT WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT UNTIL THIS POINT HAD BEEN
REACHED, ANY MOVES WHICH EMABLED THE ARGENTIMIANS TO RE~BUILD THEIR
ARMED FORCES wOULD CAUSE US THE GREATEST CONCERN, HE ASKED BURT
WHETHER THE AMERICANS SAW AMY SCOPE FOR USING THEIR INFLUENCE WITH
THE ARGENTINIANS TO PERSUADE THEM TO ACCEPT A FORMAL ENDING OF
HOSTILITIES, BURT DID HOT SEE MUCH LIKELIHOOD OF THE ARCENTINIANS
BEING ABLE TO BRING THEMSELVES POLITICALLY TO QO THIS,

D¢ THIS APPROACH BY BURT SEEMS YO HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO TAKE OUR
TEMPERATURE, HE WAS SPEAKING FROM A WRITTEN BRIEF, WHICH SUGGESTS
SOME DECGREE OF COORDINATION, AT LEAST WITHIN THE STATE DEPARTHENT,
BUT IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT THE APPROACH MAS AKY HIGH LEVEL POLITICAL
AUTHORITY BEHIND IT, WE SHOULD NEVERTHELESS REACT FIRMLY, THE

LATIR AMERICAN SIDE - STATE DEPARTMENT WOULD CERTAINLY LIKE

T0 CET AUTHORITY TO ASE THE EQUIPMENT FOR ARGEKTINA WHICH WAS [N
THE PIPELIRE AT THE G OF THE FALKLANDS DISPUTE (SUCH AS THE
32 ENGINES FOR SkYHA ¥VS). UuLn S WE CONTINUE TO MAKE OUR OBJECTIONS
TO THIS VERY CLEAR, WE MAY FIND THAT SUCH EQUIPMENT 15 ALLOYWED TO
SLIP THROUGH. BUT IN MAKING OUR POSITION PLAIN TO THE AVERICANS,

Y QUGHT TO SHGW rHILR‘T*hJIhG FO& THEIR CONCERNS AROUT A SOVIET/
ARGE \E By : R £ .
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W& OUGHT TC SHOW UNDERSTAKDING FOR THEIR CONCERNS ABOUT A SOVIET/

.‘GE'.:‘!TI!\'E ARMS DEAL AND WAYS OF TRYING TO AVOID THIS,

HENDE RSON
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